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(With the various name changes of the respective 
divisions in recent decades, we refer to the levels of 
the Football League by their current names)
European Cup Winners’ Cup Winners 1965, 
Runners-up 1976
FA Cup Winners 1964, 1975, 1980,  
Runners-up 1923, 2006
League Cup Runners-up 1966, 1981
UEFA Intertoto Cup Winners 1999
Football League Championship Play-Off 
Winners 2005, 2012
Football League Championship Winners 1957/58, 
1980/81, Runners-up 1922/23, 1990/91, 1992/93
Football League War Cup Winners 1940
Charity Shield Winners (joint) 1964,  
Runners-up 1975, 1980
FA Youth Cup Winners 1963, 1981, 1999, 
Runners-up 1957, 1959, 1975, 1996

•  The following acts are offences under the 
Football (Offences) Act 1991, as amended: 
the throwing of any object within the stadium 
without lawful authority or excuse; the 
chanting of anything of an indecent, racist, 
anti-Semitic, Islamophobic or homophobic 
nature; the entry onto the playing area or any 
adjacent  area to which spectators are not 
generally admitted without lawful authority 
or excuse. To report any offensive chanting, 
please call or text 07860 404069 in the 
strictest confidence.

•  Please respect your fellow spectators 
by refraining from persistent standing. 
Please note that smoking is not permitted 
anywhere within the Boleyn Ground and 
this includes the use of electronic cigarettes.

•  In the event of an emergency, you will 
hear a message over the public address 
system – listen to the message carefully 
and follow the instructions of stadium staff. 
Evacuation of the stadium is a last resort 
and we may ask you to move from your 
immediate area initially.

•  Please remain vigilant at all times and 
report anything you consider suspicious 
to a member of stadium staff.

•  The use of threatening behaviour, foul 
or abusive language is strictly forbidden 
and will result in arrest and/or ejection 
from the stadium. West Ham United may 
impose a ban from the Boleyn Ground 
as a result.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURE
CLUB HONOURS
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SAM ALLARDYCE
THE MANAGER ON ASTON VILLA, AWARDS 
AND MAINTAINING STANDARDS
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BIG SAM

GOOD afternoon and welcome 
to the Boleyn Ground for today’s 
Barclays Premier League fixture 
with Aston Villa.

We go into today’s game seeking 
a fourth straight home win, to 
extend our unbeaten run to five 
matches and to maintain our 
encouraging start to the 2014/15 
season.

While our form has been good 
individually and collectively, 
we must maintain the level we 
have set ourselves. Just because 
we have a few points on the 
board does not mean we will 
automatically keep winning 
matches.

We must continue to prepare 
and play as well as we have done 
in our opening ten matches over 
the full 38-game season. Nothing 
comes easily in the Barclays 
Premier League and I will continue 
to remind my players of that on a 
daily basis.

Today, for example, Aston 
Villa will be absolutely desperate 
to end their winless run before 
the international break, so we 
cannot afford to give anything 
less than 100 per cent effort and 
concentration.

Villa played well for an hour 
against Tottenham Hotspur last 
weekend and could well have won 
the game had Christian Benteke 
not been sent-off.

They have won at Liverpool 
and Stoke City and will come 
with a very good counter-
attacking game which suits away 
teams. We may get frustrated 
at times, because breaking that 
system down is very difficult, as 
Manchester City found against 
CSKA Moscow in midweek.

We must be patient, be skilful 
enough to break them down and 
make sure we don’t get caught 
with a sucker punch, because Villa 
will defend deep and can break 
out with the pace they have got.

DELIGHTED
I WAS delighted to be presented 
with the Barclays Manager of the 
Month award for October this 
week. It is an award I accepted 
gratefully on behalf of everybody 
at West Ham, from the owners to 
the tea lady.

We all enjoy life more when 
we’re winning football matches 
and certainly life has become that 
little bit easier for us all in recent 
weeks, with the reward being a 
very nice trophy.

The pinnacle of October was 
obviously beating Manchester City, 
but the most important thing was 
being able to put away two teams 
we were expected to beat in QPR 
and Burnley. Because we did that, 
we had the platform to go into the 
Man City game with confidence 
and the impetus to beat the 
champions.

For me, it was a great month 
and the players have grown in 
confidence. The performances 

have been there all season, bar 
the Southampton game, but in 
October we got the results we 
deserved.

We are undefeated in four 
games and now the emphasis is 
on how long we can keep this run 
going and keep us where we are in 
the table and, who knows, take us 
even higher.

DETERMINED DIAFRA
DIAFRA Sakho was also honoured 
with the Player of the Month 
award. On top of his goals, he 
brings enthusiasm, ability and 
determination to the team. He is 
unselfish out of possession, shuts 
defenders down and makes their 
lives very difficult to play out.

The more the front men do, the 
more service they get because we 
win the ball back higher up the 
field, and they have more chances 
to score goals.

Along with Enner Valencia, 
those two are a real force in the 
Premier League and I just hope 
they can maintain their level of 
performance and goalscoring that 
they are achieving at the moment.

Our players’ form has seen a 
number of them called up by 
their respective national teams, 
with Diafra and Stewart Downing 
earning recalls from Senegal and 
England respectively, while James 
Collins and Carl Jenkinson have 
also been included by Wales and 
England U21s.

We will be marking 
Remembrance Day and the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak of the 
First World War this afternoon.

On behalf of everyone at West 
Ham, I would like to thank all the 
servicemen and women who give 
their all for this country of ours. 

Enjoy the game

Diafra and myself were delighted to 
receive our awards from Barclays
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KEVIN NOLAN
THE CAPTAIN ON SUPER STEWIE, 
SUPER SAKHO, AND ANDY 
CARROLL’S ENGAGEMENT
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CAPTAIN’S NOTES

GOOD afternoon everyone and 
welcome to today’s Barclays 
Premier League fixture with 
Aston Villa

We have got another sell out 
here at the Boleyn Ground and 
I’m sure the place will be rocking 
come kick-off as we go for our 
fourth home win in a row.

The boys have been playing 
some great stuff this season, 
never more so than in our last 
game here against Manchester 
City, when we deservedly beat 
the champions.

Last weekend, after a difficult 
first half, we showed everything 
that is good about us this season 
in the second half at Stoke City.

After falling two goals down, 
the gaffer changed the system 
and made a couple of changes 
in personnel and we roared 
back into the game. We got a 
draw, but we could easily have 
won the game.

I was delighted to play my part 
up at the Britannia Stadium. I’m 
still working my way back to full 
match-fitness, but I feel good 
and am ready to contribute 
again this afternoon.

One player who was 
absolutely superb up at Stoke, 
as he has been all season, was 
Stewart Downing. Stewie has 
been magnificent for us and he 
fully deserves his England call-
up, which is long overdue.

Now Stewie has got the call, 
I hope that will be the first of 
many for our players. The likes 
of Nobes, Jenko and Cressy 
have been fantastic for us 
and must have caught Roy 
Hodgson’s attention.

SUPER SAK
ANOTHER player who is off on 
international duty this week is 
Diafra Sakho, who we hope to 
have back from his shoulder 
injury this afternoon.

What a start Sak has made to 
his West Ham career, which has 
now been recognised with the 

Barclays Player of the Month 
award for October.

Seven goals in seven starts 
is some going at any level, but 
to do it in the Barclays Premier 
League is something special. 
The challenge for him now is 
to keep it going. We have all 
seen strikers enjoy hot streaks, 
but obviously we all hope Sak 
can keep scoring consistently 
throughout the season.

He has the hunger and the 
ability to do that, I believe. All 
the lads have said that the work 
that he and Enner Valencia put 
in up top has us on the front 
foot in games and they are right. 
Defenders hate being hassled 
and not having time on the 
ball, while it also gives our own 
defenders and midfielders time 
to organise, which is invaluable.

We face Aston Villa this 
afternoon and we know we will 
need to be on our game to keep 
our winning run going here at 
the Boleyn.

Villa might be struggling a bit, 
but I saw their game against 
Spurs last week and they would 
have won if Christian Benteke 
hadn’t been sent-off.

He’ll be a big miss for them 
today, but I know Paul Lambert 
and Roy Keane will have them 
chomping at the bit and they’ll be 
desperate to end their losing run.

It’ll be fantastic to see Joe 
Cole again today. Joey is a great 
lad and was a very popular and 
important member of our squad 
over the season-and-a-half he 
was here. His professionalism 
is second-to-none and his 
experience and ability certainly 
helped us, particularly during 
difficult periods last season.

I also want to mention another 
former team-mate of mine, 
Jonas Gutierrez. Jonas has been 
discharged from hospital after 
treatment for testicular cancer 
and all the lads here wish him a 
speedy return to full health and, 
ultimately, the football pitch.

CONGRATS BIG MAN!
JONAS played alongside me 
and the Big Man at Newcastle 
United and, speaking of Andy, 
I have to congratulate him and 
his lovely fiancée Billi on their 
engagement.

To be fair to him, Andy pulled 
out all the stops by taking his 
good lady to Rome to pop the 
question, which was a nice 
touch.

I’m obviously expecting to be 
asked to be Best Man, so if you 
have any good stories for the 
speech, let me know!

On a more serious note, today 
we are marking Remembrance 
Day and paying tribute to all 
those affected by conflict 
around the world.

I have two cousins in the 
Armed Forces, Stephen in the 
Royal Navy and Gareth in the 
Army, who do a fantastic job, 
just as all the servicemen and 
women do, for our country.

All the lads and the staff would 
like to thank them all for the 
sacrifices they make for us on a 
daily basis and I hope those who 
are here today enjoy the game.

Congratulations 
are in order for Billi 
and the Big Man!
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DAVID GOLD
THE JOINT-CHAIRMAN IS ENJOYING 
ONE OF THE BEST MOMENTS OF HIS 
FOOTBALL CAREER
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FROM THE BOARDROOM

GOOD afternoon and 
welcome to the Boleyn 
Ground for this afternoon’s 
meeting with Aston Villa.

Since I last wrote my 
programme notes to you, we 
have enjoyed an incredible run 
of results, consisting of three 
wins and a draw. 

Our victory against 
Manchester City in our last 
outing here has to be one of 
the highlights of our tenure at 
West Ham. The win was not 
down to luck – there were no 
red cards or disputed penalties 
– we beat the reigning 
champions fair and square. It 
was a fantastic afternoon for 
everyone connected with West 
Ham United.

We then went to Stoke City, 
which is always a difficult place 
to go, and although we did not 
have the best first 45 minutes 
of football, the fans were 
absolutely superb. Although 
we were two goals down, they 
remained behind the team 
and were a major contributor 
to our late comeback that 
secured a very valuable point. 
There were nearly 3,000 fans 
packed into the away end and I 
cannot tell you how much of a 
difference that kind of support 
makes to the players. We 
have another full house here 
today and if we can replicate 
the atmosphere we had 
against Manchester City, it will 
unquestionably help the team’s 
performance.

I do think it is important 
that although we are doing 
well, we must keep our feet 
on the ground. Having got 
to know our senior players, I 
am certain there is no danger 
of complacency setting in 
as they know there is still a 
big challenge ahead. I am 
confident that Sam will also 
ensure there is no chance of 
that happening!

Talking of Sam, I was 

delighted to see him named 
Barclays Premier League 
Manager of the Month for 
October. It must have been 
one of the easiest months ever 
for the judges, as they picked 
Sam as Manager of the Month 
and Diafra as Player of the 
Month. I would like to offer my 
congratulations to them both.

I think now that Sam has got 
the talent at his disposal, we 
are playing the West Ham Way. 
At Stoke on Saturday we were 
2-0 down and it looked like 
game over, but he changed the 
system and got us back into 
the match. That demonstrates 
that now we clearly have a 
Plan B! 

I am also really pleased for 
Diafra Sakho, who has had a 
major impact on the Premier 
League. One of the reasons 
we are flying so high at the 
moment is that the personnel 
we have brought in this 
campaign have all lived up to 
and, in most cases, exceeded 
our expectations. 

I am sure both men will 
be the first to say they take 
the awards on behalf of all 
of the players and staff who 
have played their part in our 
outstanding start.

Stewart Downing is another 
that deserves credit. He 

has been a revelation in his 
new role at the point of the 
diamond and I understand only 
Cesc Fabregas has created 
more chances than him in the 
Premier League this season.

His call-up to the England 
squad on Thursday is just 
reward for his improvement 
and I hope he can be the first 
of West Ham’s many talented 
English players to pull on the 
Three Lions shirt this season.

If you managed to call into 
the Club Store before today’s 
game you may have picked up 
our new winter catalogue. We 
have got some fantastic gift 
ideas in there for Hammers 
fans young and old. I know the 
players had great fun taking 
part in the photoshoots so 
make sure you pick up a copy 
to find the perfect gift for the 
Hammers in your life!

Today we will be paying our 
respects to those that have 
fallen serving our country. 
Remembrance Sunday will 
be particularly poignant for 
me this year as it will mark 
100 years to the day since 
my mother was born.  The 
commemorations are a chance 
for us all to remember those 
that have made such sacrifices 
on our behalf and we must 
make sure they will never be 
forgotten.

I would like to conclude by 
saying that the past month has 
been one of the best in all my 
time in football. But I hope this 
is just the start and we can all 
enjoy many more months that 
are as good, if not better, in the 
future. It is a great time to be 
a West Ham fan and long may 
that continue.
Enjoy the game today.

You certainly 
celebrated 
our win over 
Manchester City 
in style!



SAVE £5 
ON YOUR MATCH TICKET
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UP TO £10

Make huge savings during your priority 
period with Academy Membership

0871 529 1966
whufcboxoffice.com

(calls cost 10p per minute plus network extras)

005_WHUFC_VILLA_MANAGER.indd   1 06/11/2014   18:42



11WHUFC.COM

NEW STADIUM

NEXT August, West Ham United 
will kick off their final season 
at the Boleyn Ground, ahead 
of the move to our stunning 
new home in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. 

We want all of our loyal 
supporters to play their part 
in this historic final season, so 
whether you are a Season Ticket 
Holder or a fan from afar, we 
want you to be a part of it. 

Over the next few weeks we 
will be asking all Hammers fans 
to contribute their memories, 
suggestions and votes as we 
plan a series of special events 
and activities to say goodbye 
to the ground we have called 
home since 1904.  

Alongside the Supporter 
Advisory Board (SAB), we have 
already identified a shortlist of 
matchday themes celebrating 
different aspects of the Boleyn 
Ground’s history.

These themed matches will be 
incorporated into our schedule of 
home fixtures for the final season, 
with special guests of honour, big 
screen action from the archives, 
and plenty of your own memories 
from down the years. 

That is where you come 
in. Every week, we will be 
launching special polls on 
whufc.com and on Twitter -  
@whufc_official – calling for 
your votes on your favourite 
players from the decades. 

We’ll also be asking for you to 
recall the special matches, goals 
and moments that stick out in 
your mind from each theme; tell 
us how you remember them and 
why they meant so much to you.  

We have already had an 
overwhelming response to our 
poll on your favourite players of 

the 60s, as well as our request 
for your favourite memories of 
that golden era. 

Unsurprisingly, the names of 
our three World Cup winners 
featured high on your list, and 
the memories of the Club’s 
victorious marches to the 1964 
FA Cup Final and 1965 Cup 
Winners Cup Final still burn 
bright for many of our fans.

Our latest poll on your 
favourite players of the 70s is 
currently up and running, when 
the likes of Sir Trevor Brooking 
and Billy Bonds took over the 
charge for glory.

Many Hammers will also have 
fond memories of our home-
grown glory in 1975, as West 
Ham became the last all-English 
team to win the FA Cup, with 
nine of the starting XI and the 
manager, John Lyall, born in 
east London or Essex.

Please visit whufc.com or 
our Twitter Page to make 
your contribution to the 70s 
celebration, and be sure to look 
out for all the upcoming polls 

and calls for your memories 
over the coming weeks and 
months.

Thousands have already 
put their name down on the 
Season Ticket waiting list for 
the 2015/16 season, so if you 
want to be here don’t delay in 
signing up. 

To book your place in history, 
visit whufcboxoffice.com, call 
0871 529 1966 (calls cost 10p 
per minute plus network extras) 
or visit the Stadium Ticket Office 
in person. 

Current Season Ticket Holders 
will automatically qualify for 
renewal for the final season. 
Half-Season Tickets are now on 
sale and are also available via the 
box office at the website and 
phone number above. 

2015/16 Season Ticket Holders 
will gain access to all 19 Premier 
League home games plus any 
cup fixtures, and you will also 
guarantee your place in the 
special migration process to our 
world-class, iconic new Stadium 
in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.

NEW STADIUM
FAREWELL BOLEYN –  

YOUR GREATEST MEMORIES
The Club are reaching out to fans to gather your thoughts on how 

best to bid farewell to the Boleyn Ground
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BOOK LAUNCH

AUTHOR Tim Crane shares brief 
extracts from his upcoming book, 
They Played with Bobby Moore – 
The West Ham Years.

Its 376 pages concludes a 
two-year journey tracking down 
and interviewing the 89 Hammers 
who lined up with Bobby Moore in 
West Ham United’s first team. 

The book contains more 
than 500 photos from personal 
player collections and more than 
250,000 words about the Bobby 
Moore era.

In this issue, the Aston Villa 
connection is provided by long 
lost Hammer and former winger 
Tony Scott, who played almost 
100 games for the West Ham and 
more than 50 games for The Villa. 
Today ‘Scotty’ resides in Perth, 
Australia.

Tony Scott extracts: 

Bobby and I were born just twelve 
days apart. Even though I was 
born in St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 
I was only there a few days before 
returning to Tottenham where 
I grew up. I actually switched 
schools and went to Latymer 
School in Edmonton, a couple of 
miles down the road, because it 
was a good school for football. 
Johnny Haynes went there and 
that is where Wally St Pier spotted 
me.  He was a great scout and 
poached five Tottenham boys 
right from under the nose of Spurs 
- Eddie Bovington, Jack Burkett, 
Mickey Brooks, Bobby Keetch and, 
of course, me. Bill Nicholson must 
have been sleeping!

I played my first England Youth 
match with Bobby, in Luxembourg 
during 1958. Funnily enough Ron 
Greenwood was the England 
Youth coach at the time and we 
reached the final of the European 
Youth tournament where we 
lost 0-1 to Italy. Bobby was 
magnificent in those games, he 
really was. He virtually took that 
team to the final on his own. I 
ended up playing a dozen games 
for England Youth – all with 
Bobby.

The following year we played in 

the FA Youth Cup final together. 
It still rankles with me that we 
lost to Blackburn Rovers because 
we were the best youth team in 
the country at the time. We had 
some really good players and 
should have won it, easily. It’s 
weird because the only thing I 
remember about the game was 
taking the field for the second 
half with only ten men. We were 
a man short and the referee was 
asking who was missing. ‘Where’s 
Derek?’ someone said and it came 
to light that Woodley was taking 
a crap!

My debut was a great time for 
me and I have a very specific 
memory of Bobby from that game 
against Blackburn Rovers. I never 
saw Bobby congratulate people 
or make a fuss of them if they did 

something good on the pitch. 
However, when we beat Rovers 
4-2, he ran thirty yards to pat me 
on the back and said: ‘Well done!’

*Tony Scott’s full interview, along 
with the memories of 88 other 
Hammers, can be enjoyed in They 
Played with Bobby Moore – The 
West Ham Years.

Order your copy now for 
delivery in time for Christmas 
by sending a cheque or postal 
order for £25 (plus £3 p&p) made 
payable to Tim Crane and sent to: 
47 Glengall Grove, Cubitt Town, 
London E14 3NE.

For Paypal payments or email 
enquiries, please email tcrane183@
gmail.com or call 07798 934824.

THEY PLAYED WITH BOBBY MOORE 
– THE WEST HAM YEARS

TONY SCOTT
Born: St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 
1 April 1941
Position: Right-wing
Games played with Bobby 
Moore: 85 (1960-65)
Games played for West Ham 
United: 97 (1959-65)
Honours with Bobby Moore: 
1959 FA Youth Cup finalist
First game with Bobby Moore 
(Debut): 6 February 1960 v 
Chelsea (H) W 4-2

Next to Bobby on his wedding day

Mooro congratulating Scotty

Scotty and Mooro in 1965



14 WHUFC.COM

BOLEYN BULLETINS
WEST Ham United are delighted to announce the 
opening of an Official Club Store in Basildon. 

As of 9.30am on Friday morning, the Hammers’ latest 
retail outlet will open its doors for business. 

Located in the Eastgate Shopping Centre, the Store 
is responding to local demand in the busy run-up to 
Christmas. 

In an area that has long formed a key part of the 
Hammers’ Essex heartland, the Club are delighted to be 
able to offer this new facility to our loyal supporters. 

In the meantime, get set for Christmas with the 
Hammers’ online winter catalogue - out now with all 
our favourite products for this season.

Whether you’re looking for the perfect Christmas 
present for a loved one, or you need to wrap up warm 
for those wintry matches, we have the item for you.

Our new fashion lines have already been hugely 
popular with fans and you can view all the items here, 
as well as replica kit, trainingwear, accessories and 
souvenirs.

BASILDON STORE OPENS!

BEST HONOURED
WEST Ham United legend Clyde 
Best MBE has had a road named 
after him in his native Bermuda, 
celebrating his contribution to 
Bermudan sport. 

Best joined the Hammers in 1969 
before going on to score 58 goals 
in 213 appearances for the Club. A 
hugely popular figure in Bermuda, 
in east London and beyond, he 
became the second-ever black 
player, after John Charles, to play 
for West Ham. 

After leaving the Boleyn Ground 
in 1976, he played in North America 
for a number of different clubs, 
including the Portland Timbers, as 
well as a brief stint with Feyenoord 
in Holland. 

Speaking at the unveiling 
ceremony in his hometown of 
Somerset, Bermuda, the 63-year-
old said “It’s a great thing to have 
done, not only for me but for those 
that set the stage for me.”

In front of an audience including 
his wife Alfreda, family members 
and an array of politicians, 
sportspeople and public figures, 
Best continued: “It’s never been 
about me. It’s been about the 
people of Bermuda. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart — all 

the fans, all the 
people that have 
supported me all 
of the years. Let 
us continue to do 
the good work.”

WEST Ham United are delighted to 
announce a new partnership with 
ICU Label, the Club’s very own official 
record label.

Founded by 25-year-old Elliott 
Govinden, ICU seek potential in aspiring 
artists and work with them to develop 
their talent.

To further enhance the West Ham 
matchday experience, ICU artist Harper 
will be performing live throughout the 
season at the Boleyn Ground and both 
her and the label plan to engage with 
the Hammers fanbase across the Club’s 
many digital platforms.

Having established a network that 
stretches from London to New York 
and beyond, ICU have an enjoyed an 
exceptional first year and expect their 
star to continue in rise, now that they 

have joined forces with the Hammers. 
“We’re thrilled to be working with West 

Ham United and hope that this will raise our 
growing profile yet further,” Elliott confirmed. 

“We’ve got some great talent on our 
books and I’m sure the fans will enjoy 
listening to them at the Boleyn Ground.” 

West Ham United Commercial Director 
Felicity Croft added: “Music is a huge 
part of the West Ham matchday and this 
collaboration will add to the atmosphere 
at the Boleyn Ground. ICU Label are an 
ambitious outfit and we look forward to 
working with them.”

You can follow Harper on Twitter  
@harpersounds and on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/harperartist

Fans can enjoy Harper’s new four-track 
EP Velvet by visiting  
www.soundcloud.com/harper-artist

HAMMERS SIGN UP ICU LABEL

Clyde Best has been honoured 
in his native Bermuda

Harper at the Boleyn Ground
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WEST Ham United completed an 
outstanding win double as Sam 
Allardyce and Diafra Sakho scooped 
the October Barclays Premier 
League Manager and Player of the 
Month awards.

Big Sam guided his side to a 
perfect October, with the Hammers 
rising to fourth in the table 
courtesy of convincing home wins 
over Queens Park Rangers and 
champions Manchester City and a 
stylish 3-1 victory at Burnley.

The manager, who celebrated his 
60th birthday on 19 October, wins 
the sixth Premier League Manager of 
the Month award of his outstanding 
career, taking him level with the late 
Sir Bobby Robson and Rafael Benitez 
in sixth on the all-time list.

Most recently, Big Sam was also 
presented with the award in February 
2014, when his West Ham team won 
all four matches to all but ensure their 
Barclays Premier League future.

He is one of four West Ham 
bosses to have won the award, with 
the others being Harry Redknapp 
(November 1998), Glenn Roeder 
(March 2003) and Alan Pardew 
(February 2006).

Sakho continued his outstanding 
opening to life in Claret and Blue by 
scoring in all three games – all three 
with his head – to take his overall 
tally to seven goals in seven starts 
following his summer move from 
French club Metz.

He becomes just the fourth West 
Ham player to win the prestigious 
award, following Stuart Pearce 
(February 2001), Anton Ferdinand 
(January 2006) and Scott Parker 
(February 2011).

The 24-year-old is the second 
Senegalese to be recognised in this 
way, with Newcastle United’s former 
West Ham striker Demba Ba scooping 
the award in December 2011.

It is not the first time Sakho’s 
goalscoring prowess has been 
recognised publicly. Last season, his 
20 goals led Metz to promotion from 
Ligue 2 and earned the striker the 
division’s Player of the Year award.

EVER dreamt of playing on the hallowed 
turf at the historic Boleyn Ground? Then 
now is your last chance as we announce 
the details of the final ever pitch events 
to be held at Upton Park. 

This is your very last opportunity 
to follow in the footsteps of Bobby 
Moore, Trevor Brooking, Billy Bonds and 
company; your final chance to take a 
penalty like Ray Stewart, pull off a Paolo 
Di Canio scissor-kick or power in a 
header like Diafra Sakho.

We are now accepting bookings for the 
summer of 2015, so act now to reserve 
your place. 

Not only will you be able to play on the 
famous pitch, you will also have access 
to the home and away dressing rooms, 
your own match officials and use of the 
Public Address system, making this as 

authentic an experience as possible.
Additionally, the Alpari Stand will be 

open to all your family and friends, so 
bring them along and enjoy your name 
being sung from the iconic terraces. We 
will supply match balls, bibs, water and 
paramedics – the full works!

Whether you are taking part as a 
fan, with your friends or as a group of 
colleagues, we have got you covered. 
You can participate in a full scale eleven 
aside match, choose to hire the pitch for 
your very own exclusive tournament, or 
enter a team of friends or colleagues into 
one of our tournaments.

These are the final ever pitch events at 
the Boleyn Ground and demand will be 
high, so if you are interested in hearing 
more then please call 020 8548 2746 or 
email playonthepitch@westhamunited.co.uk

WEST Ham United are set to play host to 
Lionel Messi, Carlos Tevez and company 
when Argentina face Croatia in a prestige 
international friendly on Wednesday 12 
November.

In what is likely to be his only 
appearance at the Boleyn Ground, Messi 
and his Argentina team-mates will take 
on their fellow 2014 FIFA World Cup 
qualifiers in what promises to be a hugely 
entertaining clash.

The 7.45pm kick-off could also see 
Argentina’s former Hammers midfielder 
Javier Mascherano return to east 
London, while ex-West Ham striker 
Davor Suker is now President of the 
Croatian Football Federation.

Messi could be just one of a host 
of household names on show for La 
Albiceleste, with Barclays Premier League 
stars Sergio Aguero, Angel di Maria 
and Pablo Zabaleta and Napoli striker 
Gonzalo Higuain also set to be involved.

Croatia also possess a strong group 
of players, with Real Madrid playmaker 
Luka Modric, Atletico Madrid striker 
Mario Mandzukic and Messi’s Barcelona 
team-mate Ivan Rakitic all expected to 
be involved.

The two nations have met three times 
previously, with each recording one 
victory. The most-recent meeting took 
place in Switzerland in March 2006, 
when Messi and former Hammers 
striker Tevez were on target, but Croatia 
won 3-2.

Argentina will be playing in London 
for the first time since September 2006, 
when they took on South American rivals 
Brazil at Arsenal, losing 2-0. Croatia’s 
most-recent visit to London was also an 
unhappy one, with England running out 
5-1 winners in a FIFA World Cup qualifier 
at Wembley in September 2009.

For ticket details, please turn to page 74.
Corporate hospitality packages are 

also available, with Executive Boxes 
available for just £1,250 plus VAT and 
lounge packages starting from only £60 
per person plus VAT. To book a package 
now, please 0871 091 1911 (calls cost 
10p/min plus network extras).

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO PLAY 
AT THE BOLEYN!

TEVEZ SET TO RETURN!

THE LATEST NEWS FROM WEST HAM UNITED

HAMMERS 
SCOOP  

AWARDS 
DOUBLE

Carlos Tevez could be back at the Boleyn
Ground on Wednesday evening!
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FEW West Ham United supporters have 
seen so many wins, draws, losses and 
players and managers come and go as 
Fred Jarvis.

Now 90, Jarvis was born in West Ham 
in 1924, attending his first match 
at the Boleyn Ground a decade 
later in the days of Vic Watson, 
Jimmy Ruffell and Jackie Morton.

After leaving Plaistow 
Secondary School at 16, the 
young Hammers fan served in 
the Army in the final years of 
the Second World War before 
studying at Liverpool University 
and gaining a degree in politics, 
philosophy and economics from St 
Catherine’s College, Oxford.

During his formative years, Jarvis 
developed a strong interest in education 
and politics. Those – along with West 
Ham United and photography – are 
passions that have remained with him 

and shaped his life ever since.
In 1951, he stood as the Labour 

candidate for Wallasey in the general 
election before being elected President 
of the National Union of Students the 

following year.
In the mid-1950s, Jarvis 

took a role handling press 
and public relations for 
the National Union of 
Teachers (NUT) and began 
a life campaigning for 
both greater educational 
opportunities for all and 
the rights of teachers.

For 60 years, he has continued this 
work, serving as the NUT’s general 
secretary between 1975 and 1989 and 
presiding over a turbulent time in the 
organisation’s history.

In 1987, he became the first teachers’ 
representative to serve as President of 
the Trades Union Congress (TUC).

Earlier this year Jarvis, who retains 
a strong interest in the NUT and 
continues to campaign for better 
education, published his revealing 
autobiography ‘You Never Know Your 

Luck – Confessions of a Cockney 
Campaigner for Education’.

Inside, he discusses his deep 
love and respect for his late wife 
Anne – a former teacher and 
fellow campaigner – his amazing 
career and his passions for the 
Hammers, photography, horse 
racing and jazz music.

A chapter on the Club features 
an interview with Joint-Chairman David 
Gold, whose own path from poverty 
to multi-millionaire identifies to Jarvis’ 
issues with the education system.

To order a copy of You Never Know 
Your Luck, visit http://www.amazon.
co.uk/You-Never-Know-Your-Luck/
dp/1781487235.

YOU NEVER KNOW YOUR LUCK

THE footballers and supporters 
of West Ham United gave their all 
for their country during the Great 
War, with many paying the ultimate 
sacrifice.

A century ago, many fans were 
employed in the many heavy 
industries situated all over east 
London and Essex, including the 
Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding 
Company.

These men were drawn from all 
over, but they shared the common 
cause of supporting their beloved 
Hammers before the First World War 
broke out in 1914.

The outbreak of hostilities saw 
the formation of ‘Pals’ battalions 
all over the country, consisting 
of local men who often shared a 
common background, such as their 
occupation or the school they had 
attended.

In January 1915, West Ham 
supporters formed their own Pals 
Battalion, The 13th (Service) Battalion 
(West Ham Battalion), which formed 
part of the Essex Regiment. By the 
following month, the required 1,000 
men had been enlisted.

The would-be soldiers were given 
basic training on Wanstead Flats 

before progressing to Advanced 
Infantry Training on Salisbury Plain.

The West Ham Pals served on 
the Western Front in France and 
Belgium, seeing action at the 
Somme, Vimy Ridge and Cambrai. 
There, the men became known for 
their distinctive ‘Up the Hammers!’ 
battle cry, which they employed 
when leaving the trenches to engage 
the enemy.

They fought alongside the 17th 
(Service) Battalion of the Middlesex 
Regiment, better known as the 
1st Footballers’ Battalion, which 
consisted of sportsmen drawn from 
football clubs all over London and 
beyond.

The war took a terrible toll on the 
West Ham Pals. Elliott Taylor, the 
author of Up The Hammers!: the 
West Ham Battalion in the Great War 
wrote: “Roughly one quarter of the 
original battalion volunteers were 
killed and nearly half were returned 
to UK with severe injuries.”

In late April 1917, the Pals and 1st 
Footballers’ Battalion endured one 
of their worst days at the Battle of 
Cambrai, losing nearly a quarter 
of their men. That same week, 
West Ham secured the London 
Combination title.

In November 2009, a plaque 
paying tribute to the West Ham Pals 
was unveiled by Sir Trevor Brooking 
at the Boleyn Ground.

Sir Trevor was joined by 
descendants from that special 
Battalion, members of the Royal 
Anglian Regiment, the Royal British 
Legion and ordinary Hammers 
supporters in paying a lasting tribute 
to sacrifices made by their ancestors 
and predecessors.

A century on from the formation of 
the West Ham Pals, the Club would 
again like to express its gratitude to 
those who gave their all for their 
country all those years ago.

For more information about 
the West Ham Pals, visit http://
westhampals.blogspot.co.uk

WEST HAM PALS

The West Ham 
Pals plaque 
is proudly 
displayed at the 
Boleyn Ground
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM WEST HAM UNITED

WEST Ham United will be 
marking Remembrance Day and 
commemorating the centenary 
of the outbreak of the First 
World War with a host of special 
events at today’s game.

Soldiers from G Company 
7 Rifles, based at the Army 
Reserve Centre in West Ham, 
will form a guard of honour 
surrounding the Boleyn Ground 
pitch before representatives 
from the Royal British Legion 
(East Ham Branch) are 
presented to the crowd.

A wreath-laying ceremony will 
then take place in the centre 
circle led by Joint-Chairman 
David Gold, Mayor of Newham 
Sir Robin Wales and Aston Villa 
chief executive Tom Fox.

This will be followed by a 
minute’s silence that will begin 
and end on the sound of the 
referee’s whistle.

West Ham’s players will join 
those from their 19 fellow 
Barclays Premier League clubs 
by wearing shirts emblazoned 
with the special ‘Football 
Remembers’ poppy.

Prior to kick-off, 
representatives Alan Woods and 
Bill Daly from bus operators 
Stagecoach (London) will also 
present a cheque for in excess 
of £5,000 to Ken Hill, secretary 
of the Royal British Legion (East 
Ham Branch).

The funds were raised by 
the sale of a special badge 
designed by a member of staff 
at Plumstead Garage, which 
was then distributed and sold 
through the nine garages that 
form Stagecoach (London).

The company provided the ‘B’ 
bus purchased by the War Office 
in 1914 and used in France and 
Belgium throughout the Great 
War as a troop carrier. The bus 
has recently been returned to its 
wartime livery and is taking part 
in Remembrance ceremonies in 
Britain, France and Belgium.

Every year, the Hammers 
support the Royal British 
Legion’s Poppy Appeal by 
wearing match shirts with 
the official Poppy on them. 
For Remembrance Day 2014, 

the Royal British Legion has 
approved a one-off Poppy with 
the citation ‘1914-2014 Football 
Remembers’.

The Royal British Legion is 
the UK’s leading Service charity 
providing care and support to 
serving members of the Armed 
Forces, veterans of all ages and 
their families.

Fans can donate to the Poppy 
Appeal in a variety of ways:

• By phone on 0845 845 1945
• By mobile. To donate £3, text 
POPPY to 70020* (*Cost £3 
plus standard network charges 
– typically £2.97 goes to the 
Poppy Appeal). To donate £10, 
text POPPY to 70111* (*Cost £10 
plus standard network charges 
– typically £9.92 goes to the 
Poppy Appeal).
• By post to The Royal British 
Legion, FREEPOST SN1457, 
Melksham SN12 7BR.

Further, to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the famous 
Christmas Truce matches played 
between British and German 

soliders in December 1914, 
band The Farm have released 
a new version of their single 
All Together Now, with two 
U12 players from English and 
German clubs serving as the 
backing choir.

West Ham youngsters Thomas 
Salter and Kallum Cesay joined 
their counterparts from 18 
Premier League and eleven 
German clubs to take part in the 
recording of the single.

After recording at Liverpool’s 
Parr Street Studios, the 
players were invited to train 
at the Liverpool and Everton 
Academies, meeting Toffees 
manager Roberto Martinez.

Proceeds from the sales of 
the single, which was originally 
released in 1991 and will be 
released in its new form on 15 
December, will go to the British 
Red Cross and the Shorncliffe 
Trust, who are building a 
national education centre and 
heritage park in Kent to tell the 
story of the social impact that 
military life has on servicemen 
and women, their families and 
their communities.

The two young Hammers 
singers will join their U12 
teammates at the Christmas 
Truce Qualifying Tournament 
in Ypres, Belgium on 14-16 
November.

U12 sides from every Premier 
League club are heading 
to Ypres for a weekend of 
competitive football and 
education. The event also acts 
as the official opening of the 3G 
pitch that the Premier League is 
donating to the city of Ypres.

FOOTBALL REMEMBERS

West Ham youngsters Thomas Salter and 
Kallum Cesay  were part of the choir
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SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

West Ham United would like to thank the following companies and individuals 
for their loyal and valued support throughout the 2014/15 season

JJ FUTURES KNIGHT AND 
JOHNSON

MR GEOFF CRISPWEST HAM 
UNITED

WEST HAM 
UNITED

WEST HAM 
UNITED

PAUL 
JOHNSON 

KRISSIMON 
CARE LIMITED

TERRY BIGBY
SELECT 

MANAGEMENT 
LIMITED

EXECUTIVE BOXHOLDERS
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COMMERCIAL

COMMERCIAL
The latest news from West Ham United’s Commercial Department

ALPARI WINNER PROVES 
LUCKY CHARM

ALPARI launched their Mascot 
competition at the beginning of 
October for one young lucky 
Hammer to walk out with their 
footballing heroes ahead of the 
Manchester City clash at the 
Boleyn Ground. 

Entrants simply needed to send 
in a drawing of their favourite 
West Ham United player for the 
chance to win, with their works of 
art to be judged by the first-team 
players themselves:

The winning drawing was a 
fantastic action shot of goalkeeper 
Adrian pulling off a trademark 
diving save, drawn by Thomas 
Nash, aged seven. 

Thomas’s father, Dave Nash, was 
over the moon to hear the news

“He’s absolutely ecstatic, I’m not 
sure he’ll sleep much for the next 
week. You’ve completely made a 
dream of his come true,” he said.

To top it off Thomas also 
celebrated his eighth birthday a 
few days before the big day…a 
birthday he’ll never forget!

After a long week of anticipation 
and excitement, the big day had 
finally arrived for Thomas to walk 
out on the big pitch in his Adrian 

goalkeeper shirt and meet the star 
players before they took on league 
champions Manchester City. 
Thomas said: “All the players were 
really nice and it felt awesome 
walking out on to the pitch in front 
of a packed stadium”.

Thomas proved to be 
somewhat of a lucky charm for 
the Hammers, after a 2-1 victory 
in a remarkable game which 
leaves the Hammers sitting nicely 
in fifth place in the league. 

Mr Nash commented: “We both 
had a fantastic day but I think it 
was honestly his best day ever. 
He thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment, got to walk out with 
Adrian which is what he wanted 
and got a signed match glove 
after as well, so it was even better 

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
ALEX Song is pictured receiving his Man of the Match 
award following the 2-1 Barclays Premier League win 
over Manchester City from Match Sponsor Lycamobile.

West Ham United would like to 
welcome today’s Matchball  
Sponsor to today’s game.

If you are interested in Match or 
Matchball Sponsorship or creating a bespoke package 
for a future home match, please contact our corporate 
sales team by phone on 0871 091 1811 (Calls 10p/min 
plus network extras) or by email at  
corporatesales@westhamunited.co.uk

CHRISTMAS CHEER AT THE BOLEYN
KICK-OFF your festive season in style with one of West  
Ham United’s exciting Christmas packages.

The Boleyn Ground will play host to a selection of  
entertaining events this Yuletide and you can be part of them!

The Glitter Ball offers guests a traditional Christmas party night with 
an added bit of sparkle for just £32 per person. With dates on 5, 13 and 
19 December, you have three chances to attend.

The Christmas Cockney Knees-Up  offers guests a traditional East 
End Christmas party for just £20 per person, with dates on 6, 12 and 20 
December.

For the older revellers, the Festive Senior Citizens Lunch will be held 
at the stadium throughout December, with places available for just £15 
per person.

Finally, private party bookings are also being taken, allowing you 
to theme your own very special Christmas night at the Academy of 
Football.

To make a booking or to find out more, please call 0844 375 8200 
and select option two, email eventbookings@westhamunited.co.uk or 
visit www.westhamevents.co.uk

Thomas Nash
with Adrian

than he hoped it would be. It’s 
something he’s never going to 
forget, and the result of course 
topped the day off nicely!”

The four lucky competition 
runners-up also had their drawings 
signed and received a West 
Ham United football signed by 
members of the first team.

For more exclusive competitions 
and updates, follow Alpari on 
Twitter @AlpariWestHam or visit 
the official Alpari West Ham United 
fan microsite at www.alpari.com/
west-ham-united



Di Canio 2000
home shirt
£35

Di Canio 2000
away shirt
£35

Make this a happy
Hammers Christmas

Lots of new and best-selling Christmas
gift ideas instore and online

Stadium Store 
Boleyn Ground
Green Street
London E13 9AZ

o�  icialwesthamstore.com

new for
Christmas

2014

Pick up our
Winter Catalogue

from the 
Stadium Store
after the game

Basildon Store now open 
Unit 19 Eastgate Shopping Centre 
Basildon
Essex SS14 1EB

Liberty Romford
Unit GLA1A
Liberty Shopping Centre
Romford RM1 3RL

Lakeside Thurrock
Unit 71 Lakeside Shopping Centre
West Thurrock Way
Essex RM20 2ZG
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SOCIAL MEDIA

FOLLOW US MAKE sure you do not miss a thing from the Club by following us across social media. We have presences 
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+ and YouTube, so see below for full details of where to find us.

twitter.com/ 
whufc_official

facebook.com/
westhamunitedofficial

google.com/ 
+westhamunited

instagram.com/
whufc_official

youtube.com/
westhamunited

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

#HAMMERWEEN
WE marked Halloween across 
our digital channels by giving 
you a number of ways to get 
involved with #Hammerween! 

The day started with first 
teamers carving their own 
Hammers pumpkins and we 
gave you the opportunity to 
guess who the artists were 
before a reveal in early evening 
on YouTube.

In addition to that, suggestions 
for spooky Hammers XIs came 
in over Twitter, allowing us to 
put together a team ready for 
Halloween, including Carlton 
Ghoul, Bat Jarvis and Enner 
Vampirencia!

We even found a manager 
in Cauldron Greenwood! The 
entire line-up is in this image.

GOAL OF THE MONTH
IT is time to have your say and tell 
us what your favourite Hammers 
goal from October was!

The month could hardly have 
gone any better for the Club, 
with victories over Queens 
Park Rangers, Burnley and 
Manchester City pushing us 
right up into the top four of the 
Premier League.

We scored some great goals 
during that month too, including 
stunning headers from Enner 
Valencia and Diafra Sakho at Turf 
Moor, as well as a fantastic team 
goal from Morgan Amalfitano in 
the win over the Citizens.

You can watch all the 
contenders and cast your vote 
now over at whufc.com!

FAREWELL BOLEYN
SINCE the last home game, 
we have launched a series of 
opportunities for supporters 
to leave their memories of the 
Boleyn Ground as we prepare 
for our final season here in 
2015/16.
It promises to be an emotional 
goodbye to the famous ground 
and, to help us mark the 
year, we are searching for fan 
memories across its history.

We started with the 1960s last 
week, and comments came 
flooding in via our Official 
Facebook and Twitter Pages, 
while a poll on whufc.com 
allowed supporters to name 

their favourite player from the 
decade.

There will be a different 
subject for you to leave your 
thoughts on each week, so keep 
an eye on all our digital channels 
to get involved.

STORE SIGNINGS
WE gave Hammers fans young 
and old a special treat during the 
half-term break when members 
of the first-team squad visited 
our Liberty Romford and 
Lakeside Thurrock Stores to take 
part in signing sessions.

James Collins, Alex Song 
and Morgan Amalfitano visited 
Lakeside, while Aaron Cresswell, 
Winston Reid and Adrian were at 
Romford.

Our digital channels carried 
extensive coverage of the 
events, so head over to our 
Official Facebook Page for a 
gallery from the day.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE WEEK
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COMMUNITY

JOINT-Chairman David Gold shared in the 
celebrations of West Ham United’s Premier League 
Enterprise Challenge winners recently, as the 
triumphant Hammers group took centre stage at 
the House of Commons. 

Managed by West Ham United Community 
Sports Trust and delivered by WHU Inspire Learning 
Centre, the Hammers cohort told a gathering of 
MPs and special guests, including former Premier 
League duo Graeme Le Saux and Jason Roberts, 
of how the Enterprise Challenge has helped them.

The Enterprise Challenge is the highlight of 
Premier League Enterprise, a project which uses 
the hook of football and the knowledge and 
expertise of the clubs to engage young people in 
the world of business and enterprise. The initiative 
has engaged 90,000 young people since its 
inception in 2008.

“I am so proud of them,” Mr Gold said. “I am 
proud they have come from schools where I was 
born and proud they are here representing West 
Ham United. It’s just wonderful to see.

“We ignore our young people at our peril. They 
need all the support and encouragement we can 
offer. Young people get such bad press but when 
a young person does a good thing, we don’t see it 
in our newspapers. I am just thrilled that this project 
is succeeding. 

“It’s a momentous occasion for these young 
men. Here they are in the Houses of Parliament, in 
front of MPs, and it’s incredibly daunting. I couldn’t 
have done this when I was their age. It would have 
terrified me.

“I came from humble beginnings and my life 
would have been a lot easier if I had had the 
mentors and encouragement these young 
men have been given, through the funding and 
efforts of the Premier League and all the people 
associated with this scheme.”

WEST Ham United have 
thrown their support behind Be 
Clear On Cancer’s symptom 
awareness campaign.  

In 2012, 1,796 people in 
London were diagnosed with 
bladder or kidney cancer. 
More than nine in ten people 
in England survive bladder or 
kidney cancer for at least a year 
if diagnosed at the earliest stage, 
but this drops to just one in three 
if diagnosed at a late stage.

This is why the Hammers 
are supporting Public Health 
England’s campaign and are 
encouraging fans to visit their 
GP straight away if they spot 
a key symptom of bladder or 
kidney cancer – blood in pee.

The earlier these cancers 
are diagnosed, the higher the 
chance of survival, so being 
aware of the symptoms is 
crucial. West Ham forwards 
Carlton Cole and Mauro 

Zarate have stepped in to urge 
Hammers fans to be aware of 
the symptoms.

“As footballers we play week 
in, week out and our fans are 
always there, so it’s important 
we support them too,” Cole 
explained. “That’s why here at 
West Ham, we are proud to 
back the Be Clear on Cancer, 
Blood in Pee campaign and 
make our fans and the general 
public more aware of the signs 
of bladder and kidney cancer.”

To further support the 
campaign, ‘thermochromic 
posters’ were installed at the 
Boleyn Ground ahead of this 
afternoon’s visit of Aston Villa. 
When used, the heat reactive 
posters reveal the Be Clear on 
Cancer campaign message: ‘If you 
notice blood in your pee, even if 
it’s ‘just the once’ tell your doctor’. 

Hammers Club doctor Richard 
Weiler added: “If you don’t know 
that blood in your pee is a sign 
or symptom of bladder or kidney 
cancer it can be easy to ignore. 
But catching it early can be the 
difference between a positive or 
negative outcome. West Ham 
are backing the Be Clear on 
Cancer to make sure our fans 
know what to look out for.”

For further information about 
the signs and symptoms of 
bladder and kidney cancer, 
please visit nhs.uk/bloodinpee

JOINT-CHAIRMAN’S  
PRIDE IN PREMIER 

LEAGUE ENTERPRISE WIN

HAMMERS ARE CLEAR 
ON CANCER

West Ham’s winners beat off competition from
450 other groups and 3,000 participants from
across the country.

Forwards Carlton Cole 
and Mauro Zarate are 

backing the campaign 
to take on bladder and 

kidney cancer
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STEWART DOWNING

DIAMOND 
GEEZER

STEWART DOWNING is reaping the rewards of a stylish 
new West Ham United system

DIAMONDS, a girl’s best friend? 
Not exclusively, as it turns out. 
Stewart Downing is learning to 
love them, so much so that he 
is now wondering where they 
have been hiding all this time.     

The West Ham United winger, 
or maybe former winger, is 
enjoying an exhilarating new 
lease of life at the tip of Sam 
Allardyce’s midfield quartet, 
earning plaudits from pundits 
and punters alike. 

A sumptuous assist and 
belter of an equaliser at Stoke 
City last weekend are but the 
latest landmarks in a campaign 
that could yet prove as 
transformative for the Hammers 
as for the 30-year-old. Ironically, 
then, Downing is still to discover 
exactly what prompted Big 
Sam’s change in tack, all the 
while counting his lucky stars 
that he gets to play centre stage.  

“You’d probably have to 
ask the gaffer,” he admitted. 
“He’s not said anything to me 
as to why he did it. We had 
discussions that I could play in a 
three when I first signed, I could 
play in midfield and maybe play 
in behind, but circumstances 
dictated otherwise last season.  

“Perhaps he’s seen something 
in training or even in a game 
that he liked and clearly the 
personnel that he’s bought suit 
the system. 

“I reckon it’s my best position at 
the minute. How long my legs will 
take me out wide I don’t know, 
as it’s obviously a demanding 
job to do as you get older, a lot 
of players do go inside and use 
their ability and their experience in 
there. Maybe the manager’s seen 
that and thought it’s time for me 
to go in there.” 

With instant success in 
his latest deployment, you 
can hardly blame Downing 
for wondering what might 
have been had he not been 
typecast as an out-an-out 
winger from the get go. But 
the Middlesbrough-born 
midfielder is mindful that his 
recent resurgence has plenty to 
do with a wiser head on older 
shoulders as well.  

He continued: “As it so 
happens, just a couple of weeks 
ago I was thinking about the 
clubs that I’ve been at and how it 
might have panned out if I’d have 
played in there. Looking back, 
I’ve always had good players 
playing in the position that I’m in 

now at those other clubs. 
“I suppose the only time 

I’ve really done it was at 
Middlesbrough, where I had a 
successful six or seven months 
playing that position. You’ve got 
to give the manager credit for 
seeing that here, whereas other 
managers probably haven’t. 
They’ve seen me as a winger 
and that was it. 

“Who knows, I may have 
got more goals, I may have 
created more, we’ll never 
know. Probably the way it’s 
going at the minute people 
will look at that. But I think 
your performances get better 
as you get older, you’re more 
consistent, you know the game 
more and I think that’s probably 
helped me as well.” 

A FREE SPIRIT
SO what does Downing make of 
the new system? He is thriving 
in it, that much is abundantly 
clear, but there is more to it 
than that. With a dozen years of 
professional football under his 
belt, the shackles, it seems, are 
off and he knows perfectly well 
who he has to thank for that. 

“[Alex] Song, Nobes [Mark 
Noble] and these type of people 
have been first class. They get 
it and give me the ball, which is 
obviously ideal for a player in my 
position. You’ll probably see me 
get a lot more touches on the 
ball, and be more involved in the 
game and that’s given me a lot 
of confidence. 

“But the greatest thing is the 
belief in the team, passing and 
moving, the way we’re playing 
is bringing the best out of 
everyone. Knowing that I’ve 
got players that if I play them 

STEWART DOWNING
Born: 22 July 1984, Middlesbrough, England 
Clubs: Middlesbrough (234 apps, 22 goals), 
Sunderland (loan, 7 apps, 3 goals), Aston Villa (82 
apps, 11 goals), Liverpool (91 apps, 7 goals),  
West Ham United (48 apps, 3 goals) 
International: England (34 caps)
Honours: League Cup (2004, 2012) 
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DOWNING DELIGHT 
AT ENGLAND RETURN
STEWART Downing is determined to 
impress after earning a recall to the 
England squad.

The in-form midfielder expressed his 
delight at being included in Roy Hodgson’s 
26-man group for the Euro 2016 qualifier at 
home to Slovenia and friendly international 
in Scotland.

Downing, who earned the last of his 
34 caps in May 2012, put his outstanding 
recent form and return to the England 
stage largely down to a change to a new 
central role.

Now, he hopes to be deployed in the 
same position for his country and earn a trip 
to a third major tournament at Euro 2016.

“I’m obviously over the moon,” he began. 
“If I was being honest I didn’t think I’d get 
picked, so to get picked is obviously a big 
thing for me. I just need to keep playing well 
for West Ham and hopefully I’ll get a couple 
more caps when I get away.

“These are very big games. Slovenia is a 
qualifier and you could say Scotland is a 
friendly, but I don’t think we’ll class it as a 
friendly. It’ll be a tough game, but is one we 
want to win. I’m looking forward to being 
involved. I want to be involved, get a few 
more caps and put some performances in.

“I think a few players will think they 
deserved a call-up, including a few of the 
lads here who have been playing well. It’s 
obviously difficult for the England manager 
to pick 20-odd players out of the whole 
country and I understand that.

“The way I’ve been playing and 
performing, I thought I was in with a 
chance and credit to the manager because 
he has picked me. He has obviously been 
watching our games and now I just need 
to put a performance in and stay in the 
squad, really.

“Credit to the manager Sam Allardyce for 
changing it up. Playing in new and different 
positions can help and that’s probably 
why I’ve been picked. Where Roy sees me 
playing I don’t know but I’ll find out when 
I get there.

“I’m enjoying playing in the middle, so if 
he plays me there and I can carry on my 
form I’ve been producing at West Ham, 
hopefully that’ll be good enough.

“With regard to Euro 2016, first and 
foremost, I need to do well when I get the 
chance because there will be other players 
looking to get into that 23 and it will be 
difficult to stay in there. I’ve got to give Roy 
something to think about by playing well 
and taking my chance.

“I can play in a few positions so hopefully 
that will help my cause.”
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in, set a chance up, nine times 
out of ten it’s going in the net. 
And that’s why the numbers, 
personally, have probably made 
me look quite decent.”

Just as tellingly, Downing feels, 
as he presumably always has 
done, that his exertions are best 
served with the ball, rather than 
without it. Not that he is averse 
to putting in a shift for his team, 
far from it, but a less-jaded 
Downing is a more effective 
one. It is not rocket science, but 
he is convinced it is making the 
world of difference.     

“It’s the freedom, I think. 
When you play out wide you’ve 
got to do a lot of up and 
down work, it probably goes 
unnoticed and then when you 
get the ball you’re expected to 
do something with it. Whereas 
you’re probably a little bit 
fresher when you play in the 
middle, it sounds a bit daft, 
but you’re that bit fresher and 
you’ve got players behind you 
who do a lot the hard work.” 

And you need look no further 
than Saturday’s draw at the 
Britannia Stadium for the very 

FAST FACT
DOWNING MADE HIS 
ENGLAND BOW ON 9 
FEBRUARY 2005 IN A 
HOME FRIENDLY AT 
VILLA PARK AGAINST 
THE NETHERLANDS. 
HE WAS LAST CAPPED 
BY HIS COUNTRY IN 
A 1-0 FRIENDLY WIN 
OVER NORWAY IN 
MAY 2012.  

THIS afternoon pits Stewart 
Downing against his former 
employers, a club for whom he has 
regularly said he played some of his 
finest football. Until now, that is. 

Though his first season at Villa 
Park began rather belatedly – 
owing to a foot injury sustained 
on the final day of the previous 
campaign, against Villa, no less – it 
would end with a League Cup final 
defeat at the hands of Manchester 
United at Wembley and a sixth-
place league finish. Not too shabby. 
Understandably, then, it ranks as 
one of his best. 

“Just getting back fit was a 
highlight! It was a strange situation, 
I signed injured and was out for 
about seven months, so just getting 
back out there was a big deal for 
me. Reaching the Carling Cup final 
was obviously right up there and it 
was one that I thought we should 
have won as well.  

“But the best bit was playing with 
really good players, in a really good 
team and a great dressing room. 
We finished sixth in the league and 
at one point were in the top four. 
We should have held onto that but 
tailed off a little bit. I had a really 
good couple of seasons there, really 
enjoyed it at a really good club.”

As for Villa’s current plight, 
Downing is somewhat surprised to 
see Paul Lambert’s men languishing 
just a point above the drop zone 
on the back of six successive 
league defeats. The West Ham 
No11 watched them guts out an 
impressive 1-0 win at Anfield in 
September, their last triumph to 
date, and so could hardly foresee 
what has followed.         

“They were all over Liverpool, I 
thought. I sat there thinking these 
lads might be decent, young lads, 
fit as hell, running around and I 
thought they could be good, Villa. 
But they’ve gone on a bit of a dip, 
which is a bit strange really, I didn’t 
expect it. But it happens. 

“I thought they were going to win 
last weekend when they took the 
lead against Spurs. It’s probably 
a lack of confidence as much as 

anything.  When you lose goals 
and you’re not winning it sets in 
that you could concede here or 
you could lose and they’re in that 
little bit of a rut. But football can so 
easily turn, you’ve seen it time and 
time again. We just have to keep 
doing what we’re doing.” 

Villa’s cause is hardly aided by the 
latest absence of talisman Christian 
Benteke, who saw red for a foolish 
altercation with Tottenham’s Ryan 
Mason. The Belgian frontman had 
earlier clattered the angle of post 
and bar and Downing admits the 
Hammers are only too glad to see 
the back of him.    

“It’s massive and probably a little 
bit stupid on his part. The manager 
must be kicking himself, because 
he gets him back from a long injury 
and then he does that. He’s their 
goalscorer, he’s their main threat. 
But whether he were available 
or not, I still think we’re strong 
enough to beat them and that’s 
how our attitude has to be. It’s not 
arrogance, we have to go into every 
game thinking we can beat this lot. 
Press high up the field, pass and 
move and we’ve got goalscorers, so 
we’ve got a hell of a chance.”

Claret and blue aside, Downing 
believes the two clubs actually have 
plenty of substance in common too, 
what with their respective traditions 
and large, loyal fanbases. But while 
Villa are enduring a turbulent time, 
Downing maintains that West Ham 
are firmly on the up, new Stadium 
and all.       

“It has a similar feel to West Ham. 
You’d hope going to the Olympic 
Stadium, this Club’s building, 
whereas Villa built and then tailed 
off a little bit. I’ve come at a good 
time, the Club’s building, new 
Stadium, a bigger fanbase, we’re 
doing well and I’m playing in a 
really good team at the minute, so I 
think everyone’s enjoying it. 

“I’m looking at this team and 
thinking can we get into Europe, 
that’s my ambition at the moment. 
I don’t think that’s exaggerated, I 
think we can get into Europe, the 
position that we’re in.”

A VILLAN 
NO MORE

A dejected Stewart Downing 
in Carling Cup final defeat by 
Manchester United in 2010
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case in point. Having begun the 
game on the right-hand side of 
a midfield five, it was only after 
the hosts’ second goal that 
Downing was restored to his 
newfound role behind a front 
two and boy, did it work.      

“It was frustrating, Stoke were 
all over us in the first half and 
we couldn’t get the ball really. 
Once I went in the middle it 
started to open up a little bit 
and we got on the ball. It can 
be frustrating, especially away 
from home. You’ve got to 
do a lot of hard work off the 
ball and it can be difficult. But 
sometimes it needs to be done. 

“I think the biggest plus was 
the manager going for it and 
changing it. The flexibility we 
have at the minute, which we 
haven’t necessarily had in the 
past, has helped the gaffer too. 
We got a bit of a rollicking at 
the weekend, but, in the end, 
you saw our quality and our 
character come through. 

“We wouldn’t have got that 
point a year ago, if I’m honest. 
When you’re playing without 
much confidence and you’re 
2-0 down, you’re thinking ‘Let’s 
shut up shop and get out of 
here!’, but our attitude at the 
minute is ‘If we can get goals, 
we can play against anyone’. 
And because of the results 

FAST FACT
STEWART DOWNING ONLY  
SCORED TWICE IN HIS FINAL 
SEASON AT MIDDLESBROUGH IN 
2008/09, BOTH OF WHICH WERE 
AGAINST WEST HAM IN THE FA  
CUP FIFTH ROUND. THE SIDES 
DREW 1-1 AT THE BOLEYN  
GROUND, BEFORE ‘BORO 
PREVAILED 2-0 IN THE REPLAY.

we’ve had in the past couple 
of weeks, we don’t fear playing 
against anyone.” 

As Downing points out, 19 
league goals in ten games is 
quite the haul, nine of which 
have come via the already 
potent partnership of Enner 
Valencia and Diafra Sakho. 
Though Downing urges 
caution where those two are 
concerned, he insists it will be 
difficult to rest them if the goals 
keep on coming. 

“The biggest compliment 
I can pay them, as I told the 
lads the other day, is that you 
don’t even have to tell them 
to run. If we lose the ball, just 
automatically, they’re off. They 
press, they’re high energy and 
if you ask any defender, it’s 
horrible to play against that. 
Not only that, but they can 
finish! Two great attributes. 

“To be fair, they’ll have dips 
during the season, they’re new 
lads coming into a difficult 
league but at the minute 
they’re flying. They’ve been two 
massive pluses for the manager, 
because he would have seen 
this as a bedding-in season 
for them, but thankfully it’s 
not turned out that way. They 
might need a rest at some point 
in the season – not if they keep 
on scoring, mind – but their 
goals can only take us higher 
up the league.” 

The midfielder nets against 
the Hammers at the Riverside 

in a 2009 FA Cup tie

Downing bagged his first West Ham goal on the
final day of last season against Spurs
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ASTON VILLA
HOW WOULD YOU SUM THEM 
UP IN ONE SENTENCE?
A sleeping giant with a great 
history hoping to regain their 
place in the upper echelons of 
the Barclays Premier League 

WHEN WERE THEY FORMED?
1874

WHERE DO THEY PLAY?
Villa Park

WHAT ARE THEIR 
NICKNAMES?
The Villains, The Villa

WHAT HAVE THEY WON?
European Cup (1): (1982), 
UEFA Super Cup (1): (1982), 
UEFA Intertoto Cup (1): (2001), 
Football League Division One 
(7): (1893/94, 1895/96, 1896/97, 
1898/99, 1899/1900, 1909/10, 
1980/81), Football League 
Division Two (2): (1937/38, 
1959/60), Football League 
Division Three (1): (1971/72), 
FA Cup (7): (1887, 1895, 1897, 
1905, 1913, 1920, 1957), Football 
League Cup (5): (1961, 1975, 
1977, 1994, 1996), FA Charity 
Shield (1): (1981, shared), 
Football League War Cup (1): 
(1944, shared)

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU TELL ME?
LIKE many clubs in the Barclays 
Premier League, Aston Villa 
are very much an unknown 
quantity, perhaps even to 
themselves. With a bit of 
tinkering they have the potential 
to challenge for a European 
spot, yet they could just as easily 
find themselves being sucked 
into a relegation battle. 

They have the core of a 
very competitive team with 
American goalkeeper Brad 
Guzan proving his worth 

over the last two seasons. In 
front of him, marshalling the 
defence is Ron Vlaar, who 
was one of the stand-out 
performers at the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup, while Fabian Delph’s 
impressive displays have been 
acknowledged with his first 
senior England call-up in recent 
weeks. 

Delph has recently picked up a 
shoulder injury in training which 
required surgery and he is not 
expected to be fit until the start 
of 2015. The injury has rocked 
Villa, as he was one of their 
leading players, having featured 
in eight of Villa’s opening nine 
league games.   

While Villa have struggled 
for goals this season, they 
undoubtedly have considerable 
talent up front with the likes 
of Christian Benteke, Gabriel 
Agbonlahor, Andreas Weimann 
and Darren Bent. The West 
Ham defence will have to be at 
their vigilant best if they want 
to secure a second home clean 

sheet of the season.
In charge of the whole 

operation is Paul Lambert who, 
considering a relative shortage 
of financial spending power 
and a succession of injuries, 
has done well to keep Villa 
competitive. The Scotsman 
has a good managerial track 
record, having won successive 
promotions with Norwich City. 

Lambert should further be 
praised for choosing to blood 
young, predominantly British 
players even during difficult 
times. The policy now appears 
to be paying dividends with the 
likes of Matthew Lowton, Ashley 
Westwood and Ciaran Clark 
developing into accomplished 
players. Nineteen-year-old Jack 
Grealish is another highly sought-
after player who looks set to have 
a big future ahead of him.

Under Lambert, Villa have 
finished 15th in consecutive 
seasons and there is a feeling 
among the Holte End regulars 
that it is time the former 
European champions reawaken 
to fulfil their potential. 

With that mind, Lambert 
was busy in the summer 
transfer window, bringing in 
considerable experience into 
the side with the likes of former 
Hammer Joe Cole as well as 
on-loan Manchester United 
midfielder Tom Cleverley, 
Philippe Senderos and Kieran 
Richardson.  

Another high profile signing 
was the appointment of one 
of football’s most outspoken 
characters in Roy Keane. The 
beard may have gone but 
the no-nonsense exterior 
remains fully intact. The former 
Manchester United and Celtic 
midfielder has a job on his 
hands, while Villa could certainly 
do with Keane’s on-field  
presence and combative nature 
rubbing off on his players.  

After a good start to the 
season which culminated in 
an impressive away victory at 
Liverpool, Villa have faltered, 
falling to six straight league 
defeats. However, Villa’s 
position in the league is only 
half the story considering their 
recent fixture list consists of 
Liverpool, Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Manchester City, Everton and 
Tottenham Hotspur.

Paul Lambert and assistant manager Roy Keane
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GOALKEEPERS

United States international BRAD 
GUZAN joined Villa in July 2008 
for a bargain £600,000 from 
MLS side Chivas USA. He then 
spent four seasons as back-up 
to Brad Friedel and Shay Given 
before being released in June 
2012. Guzan re-joined Villa 
the following month and was 
a virtual ever-present and was 
voted Player of the Season in 
2012/13. Born in the southern 
Chicago suburb of Evergreen 
Park, the 30-year-old attended 
the University of South Carolina 
before turning professional with 
the Chicago Fire Reserves in 
the USL Premier Development 
League. Guzan has been capped 
27 times by the USA.

The vastly-experienced 
SHAY GIVEN, now 38, serves 
as Guzan’s regular back-up. 
Capped 125 times by Republic 
of Ireland, keeping 55 clean 
sheets, Given began his career 
with Blackburn Rovers before 
making his name during a 
successful 12-year stay with 
Newcastle United. The County 
Donegal-born stopper won the 
UEFA Intertoto Cup with the 
Magpies in 2006 before moving 
to Manchester City in 2009. 
After losing his place to Joe 

Hart at City, Given joined Aston 
Villa for £3.5m in July 2011. He 
spent a period as manager Paul 
Lambert’s assistant at the end of 
last season.

FULL-BACKS

ALAN HUTTON has enjoyed 
a remarkable renaissance at 
Aston Villa in recent months. The 
Scotland international did not 
make a single appearance for 
the club between May 2012 and 
August 2014, but now appears to 
be first-choice right-back. The 
29-year-old Glaswegian made 
his name at Rangers before an 
inconsistent three-year spell 
with Tottenham Hotspur. The 
attack-minded full-back was 
loaned to Nottingham Forest, 

Spanish side Mallorca and Bolton 
Wanderers during his time in the 
Villa wilderness.

MATTHEW LOWTON has 
found first-team appearances 
hard to come by following an 
eye-catching first season at Villa 
Park. The 25-year-old joined the 
Villans in summer 2012 after an 
impressive stint with Sheffield 
United, appearing in all but one 
of the club’s 38 Barclays Premier 
League matches in 2012/13. 
However, the Chesterfield-born 
defender was in and out of the 
side last term and made his 
first appearance of the current 
campaign in the 2-0 defeat at 
Queens Park Rangers on 27 
October.

Dutchman LEANDRO BACUNA 
joined Aston Villa from Eredivisie 
side Groningen in June 2013 and 
was a virtual ever-present last 

     2014/15 BPL season Current club Senior career

 Player Born Former club Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals

1 Brad Guzan 9 September 1984, Evergreen Park, Illinois, United States Hull City (loan) 10 - 114 - 211 -

2 Nathan Baker 23 April 1991, Worcester, England Lincoln City (loan) 5 (1) - 81 - 105 -

4 Ron Vlaar 16 February 1985, Hensbroek, Netherlands Feyenoord (Netherlands) 6 - 71 2 215 10

5 Jores Okore 11 August 1992, Abidjan, Ivory Coast Nordsjaelland (Denmark) - - 4 - 83 5

6 Ciaran Clark 26 September 1989, Harrow, England None 2 (1) - 110 7 110 7

7 Leandro Bacuna 21 August 1991, Groningen, Netherlands FC Groningen (Netherlands) 0 (3) - 42 5 168 22

8 Tom Cleverley 12 August 1989, Basingstoke, England Manchester United 7 - 7 - 161 22

10 Andreas Weimann 5 August 1991, Vienna, Austria Watford (loan) 9 (1) 3 105 23 127 27

11 Gabriel Agbonlahor 13 October 1986, Birmingham, England Sheffield Wednesday (loan) 8 (1) 2 329 82 339 82

12 Joe Cole 8 November 1981, Paddington, London, England West Ham United 0 (2) - 3 - 566 71

14 Philippe Senderos 14 February 1985, Geneva, Switzerland Valencia (Spain) 7 - 8 - 248 10

15 Ashley Westwood 1 April 1990, Nantwich, England Crewe Alexandra 9 - 78 3 216 18

16 Fabian Delph 21 November 1989, Bradford, England Leeds United (loan) 7 - 111 6 170 12

18 Kieran Richardson 21 October 1984, Greenwich, London, England Fulham 8 (1) - 10 - 300 35

19 Darren Bent 6 February 1984, Tooting, London, England Fulham (loan) 0 (6) - 71 25 463 184

20 Christian Benteke 3 December 1990, Kinshasa, DR Congo Genk (Belgium) 3 (1) - 71 34 202 82

21 Alan Hutton 30 November 1984, Glasgow, Scotland Bolton Wanderers (loan) 8 - 43 - 274 6

23 Aly Cissokoho 15 September 1987, Blois, France Valencia (Spain) 10 - 10 - 267 4

24 Carlos Sanchez 6 February 1986, Quibdo, Colombia Elche (Spain) 3 (3) - 7 - 266 11

27 Libor Kozak 30 May 1989, Opava, Czechoslovakia Lazio (Italy) - - 15 4 165 48

28 Charles N’Zogbia 28 May 1986, Harfleur, France Wigan Athletic 1 - 59 6 306 33

31 Shay Given 20 April 1976, Lifford, County Donegal, Republic of Ireland Manchester City - - 44 - 616 -

34 Matt Lowton 9 June 1989, Chesterfield, England Sheffield United 2 - 71 2 160 12

40 Jack Grealish 10 September 1995, Birmingham, England Notts County (loan) 0 (4) - 6 - 44 5

SQUAD STATISTICS

FAST FACT
ASTON VILLA BECAME 
THE SIXTH ENGLISH 
TEAM TO WIN THE 
EUROPEAN CUP WHEN 
THEY DEFEATED 
BAYERN MUNICH 1-0 
IN THE 1982 FINAL 
THANKS TO PETER 
WITHE’S GOAL.

Brad Guzan

ASTON VILLA
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season. However, he has yet to 
start a Barclays Premier League 
match this term. An attack-
minded player who can also play 
on the right wing, Bacuna came 
through the ranks at Groningen 
before going on to make 126 
appearances, scoring 17 goals. 
A former Netherlands U21 
international, the 23-year-old is a 
threat from dead-ball situations.

ALY CISSOKHO joined Aston 
Villa from Spanish side Valencia in 
August, having spent last season 
on loan with Barclays Premier 
League club Liverpool. Capped 
once by France back in 2010, the 
tall, strong left-back began his 
career in Gueugnon before spells 
with Portuguese clubs Vitoria 
Setubal and FC Porto, where he 
won the double in 2009. After a 
reported move to AC Milan did 
not materialise, the 27-year-old 
joined Lyon for €15 million, going 
on to win the French Cup and 
Trophee des Champions in 2012 . 

CENTRE-BACKS

Netherlands international 
RON VLAAR is Aston Villa’s 
club captain and an influential 
figure in the back four. Tall and 
powerful, the Hensbroek-born 
defender joined AZ in 2004, 
making his Eredivisie debut at 
the age of 20 in April 2005. 
Eight days later, he appeared in 
a UEFA Cup semi-final against 
Sporting Lisbon. In 2006, Vlaar 
moved to Feyenoord, making 
132 appearances over six-and-
a-half seasons. Vlaar missed 
the entire 2008/09 campaign 
with a serious knee injury, but 
has stayed fit for the majority 
of the last five years. Capped 
31 times by his country, Vlaar 
started twice at Euro 2012  
before impressing hugely at this 
summer’s FIFA World Cup.

Now 23, NATHAN BAKER 
joined Aston Villa as a 13-year-
old in 2004. A tall centre-back 
who has represented England 
at U19, U20 and U21 levels 
and appeared at the 2011 FIFA 
Under-20 World Cup. Also able 
to operate at left-back, Baker 
had a successful loan spell with 
League Two side Lincoln City 
in 2009/10 before making his 
Villans debut in a 2-1 Premier 
League win at Wigan Athletic in 
January 2011. After signing a new 

contract in 2013, he has since 
passed the 50-appearance mark 
in the Barclays Premier League.

CIARAN CLARK was James 
Tomkins’ regular defensive 
partner for England at age-
group level before switching 
allegiance to Republic of Ireland 
in October 2010. He made 
his senior debut for Ireland 
against Wales in February 
2011. A versatile defender who 
is both strong in the air and 
comfortable on the ball, the 
25-year-old has totalled more 
than 100 first-team appearances 
for the club he joined at the 
age of eleven. After being 
overlooked at the start of the 
season, Clark has returned to 
Paul Lambert’s starting XI in 
recent weeks.

PHILIPPE SENDEROS returned 
to English football when he 
joined Aston Villa from Spanish 
side Valencia in June. The 
shaven-headed Switzerland 
international emerged at 
Servette as a 17-year-old before 
moving to Arsenal in 2004. After 
winning the FA Cup in 2005, 
Senderos was a fringe player 
for much of his six years with 
the Gunners, being loaned to 
AC Milan and Everton before 
joining Fulham on a permanent 
basis in 2010. Senderos has 
more than 50 international caps 
and has travelled to four major 
tournaments with his country.

Aston Villa were dealt a 
major blow when Denmark 
international centre-back 
JORES OKORE was ruled out 
for virtually the whole of last 
season with a ruptured anterior 
cruciate ligament suffered in 
mid-September. In total, Okore 

has played just four times for 
Villa. The Ivory Coast-born 
defender moved to Denmark 
at the age of three, winning the 
2011 Danish Cup, the Superliga 
title in 2012 and appearing in 
the UEFA Champions League 
with Nordsjaelland. Okore was 
part of Denmark’s squad at Euro 
2012, but did not feature.

MIDFIELDERS

FABIAN DELPH is a dynamic 
all-round midfield player who 
first emerged as a promising 
teenager at Leeds United in 
2008/09. Now approaching 
his 25th birthday, Delph 
has become a full England 
international and is fulfilling 
the potential that saw Aston 
Villa sign him in August 2009. 
After recovering from a serious 
knee injury in early 2011, Delph 
was loaned back to Leeds. He 
has established himself at Villa 
over the past two seasons, 
winning Player of the Year last 
term. The Bradford-born star 
made his senior England debut 
against Norway at Wembley in 
September this year.

FAST FACT
ASTON VILLA BECAME 
THE INAUGURAL 
WINNERS OF THE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
CUP WHEN THEY BEAT 
ROTHERHAM UNITED 
6-2 ON AGGREGATE 
IN THE TWO-LEGGED 
1961 FINAL.

Fabian Delph

Ron Vlaar
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ASHLEY WESTWOOD is yet 
another player to have come 
off the production line at Crewe 
Alexandra. A ball-playing central 
midfield player, the 24-year-old 
made 138 appearances for the 
Railwaymen over a four-year 
period between 2009 and 2013. 
Westwood’s final game for 
Crewe came in their 2-0 Capital 
One Cup second-round defeat 
at West Ham United in August 
2012, with the midfielder joining 
Aston Villa for £2m three days 
later. An accurate passer, the 
Cheshire-born player missed 
just three Barclays Premier 
League matches last season.

CARLOS SANCHEZ is 
an experienced Colombia 
international defensive 
midfielder who joined Aston 
Villa from Spanish side Elche in 
summer 2014. Nicknamed ‘La 
Roca’ (The Rock) for his strong 
play, Sanchez is a well-built 
player who also possesses 
impressive technical ability. 
The 28-year-old began his 
professional career with River 
Plate Montevideo  in Uruguay 
before moving to France with 
Valenciennes in 2007. There, he 
made nearly 200 appearances 
and was linked with a summer 
2012 move to West Ham 
United. Capped 50 times, 
Sanchez started four times at 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup.

TOM CLEVERLEY is an 
England international who 
joined Aston Villa on a season-
long loan from Manchester 
United. Now 25, Cleverley 

initially joined Manchester 
United at the age of eleven 
before being loaned to Leicester 
City, Watford and Wigan 
Athletic. The central midfielder 
made his competitive debut 
for Manchester United in a 3-2 
win over Manchester City in the 
2011 Community Shield and has 
passed the 50-appearance mark 
for the Red Devils. The London 
2012 Team GB Olympian also 
has 13 caps for England.

Birthday boy JOE COLE 
joined Aston Villa following 
his departure from West Ham 
United in summer 2014. The 
former England star was 
capped 56 times between 2001 
and 2010, scoring ten goals 
and appearing at four major 
tournaments. Thirty-three 
today, Cole emerged through 
the Hammers Academy, being 
voted Hammer of the Year in 
2003. Cole won ten trophies 
in seven seasons with Chelsea 
before joining Liverpool in 2010. 
He was loaned to French club 
Lille before returning to West 
Ham in January 2013.

Quick and skilful, JACK 
GREALISH is one of the 
brightest prospects to emerge 
from the Aston Villa Academy in 
recent years. The Birmingham-
born player joined the club at 
the age of six, making the first-
team substitutes’ bench at 16 in 
March 2012. After a successful 
loan spell with Notts County 
last season, Grealish made his 
Aston Villa debut on 7 May 
this year in a Premier League 

defeat at Manchester City. This 
season, the 19-year-old has 
made a further four substitute 
appearances. At international 
level, he is a Republic of Ireland 
U21 regular, qualifying for the 
country through his paternal 
grandfather.

WINGERS

KIERAN RICHARDSON joined 
Aston Villa following Fulham’s 
relegation from the Barclays 
Premier League in summer 
2014. A one-time West Ham 
schoolboy, former England 
international Richardson moved 
to Manchester United at the age 
of 16, winning three trophies. 
In 2007, Richardson moved to 
Sunderland. He spent five-and-
a-half years at the Stadium of 
Light before joining Fulham 
in January 2013. A versatile 
performer, Richardson was 
capped regularly by England at 
age-group level before earning 

ASTON VILLA

FAST FACT
IN 1897, ASTON VILLA 
BECAME THE SECOND 
CLUB TO DO THE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
AND FA CUP ‘DOUBLE’, 
FOLLOWING PRESTON 
NORTH END, WHO 
ACHIEVED THE FEAT 
IN 1889.

Tom Cleverley

Carlos Sanchez
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eight senior caps, scoring 
twice in a 2-0 win over USA in 
Chicago in 2005.

Versatile Austria international 
ANDREAS WEIMANN was born 
in Vienna before joining Aston 
Villa in 2007. He enjoyed two 
loan spells at Watford during 
2011 before forcing his way 
into the first-team reckoning 
at Villa Park during the second 
half of the 2011/12 season. After 
scoring his maiden Villa goal in 
a 1-0 win over Fulham in March 
2012, Weimann became a 
central figure for Paul Lambert’s 
side in 2012/13, scoring 12 
goals. Weimann made his senior 
Austria debut against Kazakhstan 
in October 2012. He now has 
eleven caps to his name.

Left-sided attacker CHARLES 
N’ZOGBIA arrived from Wigan 
Athletic in summer 2011, but 
struggled for consistency during 
his time at Villa Park. Now 28, 
N’Zogbia initially moved to 
English football with Newcastle 
United at the age of 18 in 2004. 
After five seasons and 155 
appearances for the Magpies, 
he moved to Wigan in 2009, 
scoring ten times to keep the 
Latics in the Premier League in 
2010/11. After missing the whole 
of last season with an Achilles 
injury suffered while on holiday, 
N’Zogbia has returned to first-
team duty this season.

FORWARDS

DARREN BENT is still only 30 
and will no doubt harbour hopes 
of rediscovering the goalscoring 
form that made him a senior 
England international between 

2006-11. The former Ipswich 
Town, Charlton Athletic and 
Tottenham Hotspur striker is one 
of the best natural finishers in 
the game when given chances 
inside the penalty area. The issue 
for Bent has been a lack of those 
chances, as he spent last season 
in and out of the team on loan at 
Fulham. Yet to score this season, 
the south Londoner will hope to 
add to his 184 career club goals 
this afternoon.

England international GABRIEL 
AGBONLAHOR is Aston Villa’s 
longest-serving player. The 
28-year-old has spent his entire 

professional career with the club, 
having initially joined the Villans 
at the age of seven. Since then, 
Agbonlahor has used his pace 
and direct running to good effect 
in scoring more than 70 career 
goals. Born in Birmingham, 
Agbonlahor appeared for 
England at U21 level before 
making his senior international 
debut against Germany in 
November 2008. In all, he has 
been capped three times.

LIBOR KOZAK is a tall Czech 
Republic international striker 
who joined Aston Villa from 
Lazio in summer 2013, having 
been top scorer in the 2012/13 
UEFA Europa League. However, 
a broken leg suffered in training 
in January 2014 has slowed his 
progress. Prolific in his youth with 
Opava in his homeland, Kozak 
joined Lazio in 2008 and spent 
five seasons in the Italian capital. 
However, league goals proved 
hard to come by for both Lazio 
and loan side Brescia, where he 
spent the 2009/10 season. At 
international level, Kozak has six 
senior caps, scoring twice.

FAST FACT
ASTON VILLA 
WERE ONE OF 
THE 12 FOUNDER 
MEMBERS OF THE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
IN 1888, ENDING THE 
INAUGURAL 1888/89 
SEASON IN SECOND 
PLACE BEHIND 
PRESTON NORTH END.

Gabriel Agbonlahor

Andreas Weimann



Lycamobile offer to Hammers fans

Calls & texts

UnlimitedUnlimited
Lyca to Lyca500

UK Minutes

Unlimited

UK TextsData

£15
/30 days

Order your free SIM at or call 
To buy: Text 12044 to 3535

www.lycamobile.co.uk 020 7132 0322
Customers may not be able to use Electronic Top-Up at all locations where the top-up logo appearsTop-up your SIM online or where you see the following signs:

Terms and conditions apply, for more information please visit www.lycamobile.co.uk.

LM_UK_Westham_FC_Special_165x240m.indd   1 12/08/2014   16:46



35WHUFC.COM

TACTICALLY SPEAKING

TACTICALLY 
SPEAKING

An in-depth analysis of how Aston Villa 
could approach today’s Barclays 

Premier League fixture

4-3-3 

CISSOKHO

VLAAR

LOWTON

GUZAN

WEIMANN

BAKER
N’ZOGBIAWESTWOOD

SANCHEZ

CLEVERLEY

AGBONLAHOR

THE 
POSSIBLE 
LINE-UP

THE FORMATION
IN seven of Aston Villa’s ten 
Barclays Premier League 
matches played so far this 
season, manager Paul Lambert 
has employed a 4-3-3 
formation.

The system relies on the 
full-backs to get forward and 
provide width and the two wide 
attacking players to be mobile 
enough to pull wide when the 
ball is on their side of the pitch, 
and tuck in when they are 
building on the opposite flank.

Lambert clearly favours a 
flat back four, using one in all 
ten league matches, while the 
three-man midfield has also 
been a staple of the Scot’s 
tactical approach.

If the former Norwich City 
boss does opt to change his 
formation in a bid to arrest a 
recent run of defeats, he may 
opt to field two deep-lying 
midfielders in a 4-2-3-1 system 
– most likely Ashley Westwood 
and Carlos Sanchez, with 
Tom Cleverley pushed further 
forward.

One issue Lambert does have 

to tackle is who to field as his 
central striker, with Christian 
Benteke suspended. Darren 
Bent is not really suited to the 
role, while Libor Kozak is injured, 
so the task may fall to Gabriel 
Agbonlahor.

THE PLAYING STYLE
ASTON Villa’s playing style 
has been di�cult to gauge 
in recent matches, but last 
weekend’s narrow home defeat 
by Tottenham Hotspur o�ered a 
better insight as to how Lambert 
wants his team to approach 
matches.

With strong, uncompromising 
centre-backs, athletic full-
backs, comfortable ball-playing 
midfielders and quick and lively 
forwards, Villa have all the 
ingredients to be an e�ective 
counter-attacking team.

While they may not control 
too many matches in terms of 
possession and territory, the 
Villans can cause problems to 
the opposition when they spring 
out from the back at pace – as 
was certainly the case in the first 
half against Spurs.

The major issues Villa have had 
this season are unmistakably 
linked – a lack of possession 
and chances created. Without 
the ball for nearly 60 per cent 
of matches, Lambert’s side have 
managed just 19 shots on target 
and scored just five goals in ten 
league matches.

THE PLAYERS
ASTON Villa will be without 
two of their most influential 
players this afternoon in England 
midfielder Fabian Delph and 
Belgium forward Christian 
Benteke.

While Delph was missing last 
weekend against Spurs, Benteke 
was sent-o� in that game 
and will need to be replaced 
this afternoon. His place is 
almost certain to go to Gabriel 
Agbonlahor, who had himself 
made way for Charles N’Zogbia 
to come into the starting XI 
against Tottenham.

Agbonlahor may not have the 
physical presence or hold-up 
play possessed by Benteke, but 
the England international has 
the pace to run in behind and 
cause issues for defenders. With 
two goals, he is also one of just 
two Villa players to have scored 
in the league this season.

The other goalscorer is 
Austrian Andreas Weimann. 
Another pacey player, Weimann 
is vital to Villa’s counter-
attacking style.

On the other attacking flank, 
N’Zogbia is back from injury 
and will hope to use his creative 
talents to spark Villa’s season. 
The Frenchman can open up 
defences with his passing, 
dribbling ability and crossing, 
while he also causes problems 
from dead-ball situations.

Central midfielders Westwood 
and Cleverley are the hub of the 
Villa side. Both are averaging 
more than 45 passes per game, 
leading Villa in that category, 
while Cleverley is not afraid to 
put his foot in and make tackles 
to break up opposition attacks.

In defence, Ron Vlaar 
and Nathan Baker are tall, 
dominating centre-backs who 
have actually done a fairly good 
job of protecting goalkeeper 
Brad Guzan, who has made just 
29 saves in ten games, despite 
Villa’s struggles.

Ashley 
Westwood is 
an important 
figure in the Villa 
midfield
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US AND THEM
A closer look at the links between West Ham United and today’s visitors ASTON VILLA

DID YOU KNOW…
• West Ham United and Aston Villa have met 107 times in total in competitive fixtures. The Hammers 
have tasted victory on 39 occasions to Villa’s 37, with 31 draws.

• The first-ever meeting between the two clubs proved to be a forgettable one for West Ham, then 
of the Southern League, who were beaten 5-0 at Villa Park in the FA Cup 
second round on 1 February 1913. Villa would go on to lift the trophy.

• West Ham’s largest victory over Aston Villa came in Division One on 30 
August 1958, when the newly-promoted Hammers won 7-2 at the Boleyn 
Ground. A 30,506-strong crowd saw John Dick, Vic Keeble and Malcolm 
Musgrove scored twice apiece and Bill Lansdowne once.

• West Ham’s all-time record goalscorer Vic Watson netted 18 goals in 15 
appearances against Aston Villa, including three hat-tricks in November 
1926, December 1929 and April 1930.

• Marlon Harewood scored a Premier League hat-trick for West Ham 
United when he bagged three times in a 4-0 home win over Aston Villa on 12 
September 2005. He later went on to play for Villa.

• Aston Villa are currently on a run of six straight league defeats – their worst top-
flight run since April-August 1964.

• West Ham are seeking their fourth straight home Premier League victory for the 
first time since March-May 2002. The Hammers also won four straight home league 
matches between January-March of the same year and eight of their final nine at 

the Boleyn Ground on their way to finishing seventh in the table.

• The following West Ham and Aston Villa players have 
appeared together for other clubs: Andy Carroll, Shay Given 
and Charles N’Zogbia (Newcastle United), Stewart Downing 
and Joe Cole (Liverpool), Alex Song and Philippe Senderos 
(Arsenal) and Mauro Zarate and Libor Kozak (Lazio).

DEBUTS…
• A total of 14 West Ham United players have made their 
debuts against today’s opponents Aston Villa.

• Alfred Earl made his West Ham United debut against Aston Villa on Christmas Day 1925. Full-back 
Earl was rewarded with a present in the shape of a 5-2 Division One victory at the Boleyn Ground. 
Twenty-four hours later, on Boxing Day, Earl started again as West Ham were beaten 2-0 in the 
reverse fixture at Villa Park!

• Ernest England made his Hammers bow in a 5-5 draw at the Boleyn Ground in Division One on 3 
January 1931. In England’s five appearances for West Ham, an amazing 28 goals were scored – an 
average of 5.6 goals a game!

• Alvin Martin made an inauspicious start to his West Ham United career, making 
his debut at the age of 19 in a 4-1 Division One defeat at Aston Villa on 18 March 
1978.

• Carlos Tevez made his first West Ham United appearance in a 1-1 home Premier 
League draw with Aston Villa on 10 September 2006.

• Winston Reid, Pablo Barrera and Frederic 
Piquionne all made their Hammers bows in a 
3-0 Premier League reverse at Villa Park on 
14 August 2010.

• Archibald Macauley (August 1937), Ian Crawford (September 
1962), Bill Green (August 1976), Craig Forrest (October 1997), 
Paulo Alves (November 1997), Matthew Upson (February 2007) 
and Marco Borriello (February 2014) also made their debuts 
against Aston Villa.

THEY PLAYED 
FOR BOTH…

• Stewart Downing spent two 
years with Aston Villa between 
2009 and 2011, scoring eleven 
times in 82 matches before 
joining Liverpool for £20m.

• James Collins spent three 
seasons with Villa between 2009 
and 2012, scoring six goals in 
108 games either side of his two 
spells with West Ham.

• Carlton 
Cole spent 
the 2004/05 
season on loan 
at Villa Park, 
scoring three 
goals in 30 
games.

• Academy 
of Football 
graduate 
Joe Cole enjoyed two spells with 
West Ham. The first saw him win 
the FA Youth Cup in 1999 and 
score 13 goals in 150 games. He 
returned in January 2013, scoring 
five goals in 37 appearances 
before joining Villa in summer 
2014.

• Among the 
other players 
who have 
represented 
both clubs 
are Billy 
Askew, John 
Carew, Franz 
Carr, Gary 
Charles, Alan 
Curbishley, 
Mervyn 
Day, Marlon 
Harewood, 
Thomas 
Hitzlsperger, 
Ray Houghton, David 
James, Robbie Keane, Frank 
McAvennie, Fred Norris, Nigel 
Reo-Coker, Tony Scott, Les 
Sealey, Nolberto Solano, 
Tommy Southren, David 
Unsworth and Phil Woosnam.

Marlon Harewood

Mauro Zarate and Libor Kozak

Marco Borriello

Carlos Tevez

Carlton Cole

Nolberto Solano
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US AND THEM

 
ASTON VILLA: LAST SIX SEASONS

ASTON VILLA ALL-TIME PREMIER LEAGUE RECORD

P W D L F A PTS

857 306 260 291 1,063 1,607 1,178

ASTON VILLA: FORM GUIDE (Villa score first)

1-2 (Weimann) v Tottenham Hotspur (H), Barclays Premier League, 2 November 2014

0-2 v Queens Park Rangers (A), Barclays Premier League, 27 October 2014

0-3 v Everton (A), Barclays Premier League, 18 October 2014

0-2 v Manchester City (H), Barclays Premier League, 4 October 2014

0-3 v Chelsea (A), Barclays Premier League, 27 September 2014

0-3 v Arsenal (H), Barclays Premier League, 20 September 2014

BY THE NUMBERS (Barclays Premier League only)

 WEST HAM UNITED ASTON VILLA
Appearances 10 – Adrian, Cresswell, Downing, Reid 10 – Cissokho, Guzan, Weimann

Starts 10 – Adrian, Cresswell, Downing, Reid 10 – Cissokho, Guzan

Goals 6 – Sakho  3 – Weimann

Assists 4 – Downing 1 – N’Zogbia, Richardson, Weimann

Clean sheets 1 3

Yellow cards (team) 18 19

Yellow cards (individual) 4 – Reid 3 – Weimann

Red cards (team) 1 1

Red cards (individual) 1 – Collins 1 – Benteke

Fouls committed 13 – Downing, Song  11 – Agbonlahor

Passes 448 – Noble  409 – Westwood

Pass completion percentage (team) 76 per cent 76 per cent

Pass completion percentage (individual) 100 per cent – Jarvis 92.9 per cent - Grealish

Average possession 46 per cent 41 per cent

Shots per game (team) 13.7 8.9

Shots on target per game (team) 4.5 1.9

Shots (individual) 24 – Downing, Valencia 15 – Weimann

Blocks 30 – Cresswell 33 – Cissokho

Tackles 25 – Noble  20 – Cleverley

Interceptions 16 – Noble 15 – Hutton

Clearances 91 – Reid 56 – Baker

Debutants 9 – Amalfitano, Cresswell, Jenkinson, Kouyate,  5 – Cissokho, Cleverley, Cole, Richardson, Sanchez 

 Poyet, Sakho, Song, Valencia, Zarate

Season Div Pos Pts FAC LC Eur Top Average 
       scorer attendance

13/14 PL 15 38 R3 R3 - Christian Benteke (11) 36,081

12/13 PL 15 41 R4 SF - Christian Benteke (23) 36,852

11/12 PL 16 38 R4 R3 - Darren Bent (10) 33,873

10/11 PL 9 48 R5 QF UELPOR Darren Bent (9) 37,193

09/10 PL 6 64 SF RU UELPOR John Carew (17) 38,573

08/09 PL 6 62 R5 R3 UCR32 John Carew (15) 39,811

ASTON VILLA: CLUB RECORDS
Biggest win – 12-2 v Accrington (H),  

Football League, 12 March 1892

Heaviest defeat – 0-8 v Chelsea (A),  

Premier League, 23 December 2012

Highest attendance – 76,588 v Derby County,  

FA Cup sixth round, 2 March 1946

Most appearances – 660, Charlie Aitken (1959-76)

Most goals – 244, Billy Walker (1919-33)

Most goals in a season – 50, ‘Pongo’ Waring (1930/31)

Most capped player – 64, Steve Staunton (Republic of Ireland)

Highest transfer fee paid – £18m to Sunderland for  

Darren Bent (January 2011)

Highest transfer fee received – £26m from Manchester City  

for James Milner (August 2010)

Adrian

Tom Cleverley 

James Milner 

Andreas Weimann

Darren Bent



*Over 18s only. gambleaware.co.uk. Source oddsportal.com. Prices quoted are winning 
selections in Premier League 1x2 markets. Date range: 16/08/14 until 22/10/14.
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VIEW ON THE VISITORS

Before Andreas Weimann’s 
goal against Tottenham, 
Aston Villa went five games 
without scoring a goal and 
are now six games without a 
win, what is the atmosphere 
around Villa Park like?

“It’s a bit subdued as you can 
imagine. We had a good start 
to the season, we won three 
out of our first four league 
games including a great win 
away at Liverpool. We kept 
three clean sheets early on 
and everyone was delighted. 
Since then, as everybody else 
has noted, we haven’t won. I 
think there’s still a sense that 
the team will come good 
at some point, there was a 
huge improvement against 
Tottenham despite the result.”

Villa have had a tough run of 
fixtures recently including 
the Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Manchester City, Everton 
and Tottenham. Does that 
explain the recent poor 
form?

“To an extent yes. It has been a 
tough run recently but you’d still 
hope for better performances 
and to give the bigger teams 
are harder game. A few of those 
performances weren’t actually 
that bad, in parts we were OK 
against Arsenal and Manchester 
City. However, not scoring in 

over nine hours of football is a 
huge indicator of the way the 
team have been playing.”

Christian Benteke will be 
suspended after his red card 
last weekend. How big a loss 
will he be?

“It’s a big blow because there 
was a sense he was just getting 
back to his best after a long time 
out through injury. When he’s 
on form he’s a phenomenal 
player – he scored 25 goals in his 
first season at Villa which played 
a massive part in us avoiding 
relegation. His suspension is 
definitely a big blow.”

Another key player who is 
out of Saturday’s game is 
Fabian Delph. How important 
is he for Villa?

“Delph’s injury is another 
huge blow. He started the 
season in great form and 
was rightly rewarded with an 
England call-up. I don’t think 
it’s a coincidence that Villa’s 
performances have dropped 
since he’s been out. For him to 
get injured in a freak accident in 
training is a real shame. I think 
he was just hitting his stride so 
it’s a big blow.”

Paul Lambert has just 
signed a four-year contract 
extension, do you think it 
was deserved and how have 
the fans reacted to it?

“Personally, I don’t think he 
deserved an extension. I accept 

Lambert has had a tough job 
with limited funds available 
but we only got 38 points 
last season, Alex McLeish was 
sacked for having a similar 
points-per-game record. I don’t 
think Lambert should be sacked, 
I just think the new contract was 
offered very quickly at the start 
of the season after we’d won 
three and drawn one of our first 
four games.”

A lot has been made about Roy 
Keane’s arrival. What impact 
do you think he has had?

“It’s been interesting. I think 
Keane has added that discipline 
and drive that sometimes had 
been lacking under Lambert. His 
arrival has coincided with more 
senior players being bought 
back into the side. The likes of 
Alan Hutton seemingly returned 
from the wilderness but 
they’ve done well. It’s hard to 
gauge how much influence an 
assistant manager has but I think 
it’s been a positive move.” 

Looking ahead to today’s 
game, what do you expect?

“West Ham have been playing 
well recently so it’ll be a tough 
game but I think this Saturday is 
the week Villa turn it around, so 
I’m going for 1-1. In terms of the 
season as a whole, I think Villa will 
finish 13th, above the relegation 
melee but not much better.”

VIEW ON 
THE VISITORS
Birmingham Mail sports reporter MAT KENDRICK 
gives us the lowdown of Aston Villa

Christian 
Benteke’s 
suspension is 
a huge blow

I believe Roy Keane 
and Paul Lambert will 
steer Villa to safety
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First-team post-match analyst CHARLIE RADMORE has enjoyed an 
eventful journey from Harlow Town to West Ham United

WITH West Ham United 
manager Sam Allardyce 
having long led the way where 
statistical analysis is concerned, 
it is little wonder that first-team 
post-match analyst Charlie 
Radmore has his hands full. 

Now into his fourth season 
with the Hammers, Radmore 
once harboured ambitions 
of playing the game himself, 
before deciding, wisely as it 
turns out, that he is better 
placed on the sidelines. 

As was always the plan, 
Radmore – a graduate of 
Southampton Solent University 
in Football Studies – has 
certainly found his niche in 
football, albeit that looked 
rather less certain when he 
departed Harlow Town as a 
teenager. 

“I had trials with Leyton 
Orient as a kid and then 
played for their School of 
Excellence,” he explains. “I 
went on to join Harlow Town’s 
football academy, where we 
studied sport and trained as a 
professional at least five days 
a week. 

“It was then that I realised 
how much I wanted to get into 
football and it was only in my 
second year there that I began 
to think, ‘if you haven’t made 
it by now...’ I was about 18, 19 
at the time and I decided that 
if I wanted to pursue a career 
in the game, I’d better go and 
study it.” 

Thankfully, he did, and is now 
revelling in his role in the thick 
of first-team affairs. And with 
all going so well on the pitch, it 
will come as little surprise that 

Radmore and his colleagues are 
feeling the effects off it.

“I’m really enjoying it at the 
moment and that’s certainly 
not to say that I didn’t enjoy 
it last year, but the good 
start definitely makes a big 
difference. It’s easy to think that 
results only affect the players 
but it’s all the staff. I’m sure the 
media department will agree 
and the sports science guys will 
say the same. 

“Obviously, with the younger 
age groups the emphasis is 
much more on development 
and the result is not the be all 
and end all.  Whereas there is 
a much greater emphasis on 
winning with the first team and 
to have five wins already is a 
great achievement. Naturally, 
there’s a good buzz at the 

moment. Travelling home from 
the likes of Burnley is much 
more enjoyable when we win!” 

SAINT CHARLIE
HAVING begrudgingly 
accepted that his talents were 
not best suited to the football 
field, Radmore embarked 
on a degree on the south 
coast, before landing a part-
time job as an intern for the 
performance analysis and 
sports science departments 
at then League One-bound 
Southampton. 

Just 12 months later and 
Radmore found himself the 
reserve team analyst, while Alan 
Pardew’s Saints scrambled, 
unsuccessfully in the end, to 
make their way back into the 
second tier. For Radmore, his 
introduction to league football 
had already proved an eye-
opener. 

He continued: “As a university 
student, it was the most 
surreal feeling seeing the 
players you’ve watched on TV 
and being in and around the 
dressing room.     

Holding an 
Oscar during the 

summer tour to 
New Zealand

Charlie Radmore 
thoroughly 
enjoys his role 
at West Ham 
United
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“To be fair, the management 
style of things was a bit 
different, because I was 
working with Jan Poortvliet, a 
Dutchman who had obviously 
played in the World Cup and 
that was incredible.

“Whereas when Alan Pardew 
came in I knew more about his 
managerial career. Everyone 
knows who Alan Pardew is. So 
that really kicked in in my second 
year. You’re working with top 
coaches, who’ve managed in the 
Premier League.”  

Following a six-month 
stint at Tottenham Hotspur, 
Radmore joined the Hammers 
in the summer of 2011, under 
then-Head of Analysis David 
Woodfine, as an Academy 
intern. It would not be long, 
however, before he began 
climbing the ranks.   

“Within a month one of me 
starting, one of our analysts 
moved on, [Head of Analysis] 
Jamie Osman moved up to the 
first team and I took over the 

Academy and Development 
role – which was the reserve 
team as it was known then. 

“That was my first full-
time role, which was a bit of 
a daunting prospect, but I 
loved it. You’re travelling away 
with the team and working 
at training grounds that 
you’ve never been to before.  
Chelsea’s is unbelievable, as is 
Arsenal’s!” 

WATCHING AND ANALYSING
THREE years on and Radmore 
is a key member of the analysis 
department, working closely 
with the management staff 
prior to, during and particularly 
after games. While the pressure 
to get it right is considerable, 
Radmore is relishing the 
responsibility.     

Though watching and 
analysing what unfolds is his 
primary function, Radmore is 
rarely stationed in the stands, 
more likely to be found with his 
laptop at his side in the dressing 

room. Radmore spends the 90 
minutes coding the game and 
tagging events, such that he has 
all the key moments to hand, 
should the manager or players 
need to see something at half-
time or at the final whistle.            

On the Club’s travels, 
meanwhile, Radmore is also 
wired up to the managing staff 
on the bench, reflecting on the 
key incidents as and when first-
team coach Ian Hendon asks for 
clarification. His role, however, 
extends far beyond matchday. 

“The role has changed 
massively,” he confirms. “The 
emphasis on analysis is much 
higher now than it ever has 
been under other managers. 

“I spend a good few hours 
going through the footage until 
the early hours and then it’s for 
me to prepare a post-match 
presentation for the gaffer. Its 
contents depend on what he 
specifically wants to look at. 

“On top of that, all the stats 
have to be ready for Monday 
too, which includes those 
from the match as a whole 
and then the individual player 
information too. 

“Naturally, it’s down to the 
gaffer what we look and when 
we look at it. I’ll have everything 
ready by Monday morning 
but, depending on how the 
game has gone there might be 
more than one team meeting 
that week. It takes up most 
of the weekend, but I’m not 
complaining because I get to 
watch football for a living.” 

Not that Radmore is a free agent 
before the games either, having to 
forensically analyse opposition set 
pieces, so that everyone knows 
exactly what to expect. 

“The gaffer will dictate who 
marks who, but I provide him 
with the height of said players 
and the type of runs they are 
likely to make. That sort of stuff 
is particularly important against 
teams we’ve not regularly 
played and so there’s less 
familiarity with the players. 

“As everyone knows, the 
gaffer puts a massive emphasis 
on stats. It’s a huge part of the 
game nowadays but he really 
concentrates on it. I haven’t 
been here that long but even in 
that time the analysis team has 
doubled in size!”

Working 
alongside 
manager Sam 
Allardyce

Planning for the 
recent Barclays 
Premier League 
fixture at Stoke City
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MATCH REPORT

MANCHESTER CITY (H)
West Ham United produced a fantastic 

display to overcome the reigning Barclays 
Premier League champions

THE REPORT
WEST Ham United scored a third straight Barclays 
Premier League victory, producing a fantastic all-
round performance to overcome reigning champions 
Manchester City.

Diafra Sakho was the match-winner, nodding in Aaron 
Cresswell’s inch-perfect left-wing cross, despite the 
best efforts of Joe Hart to keep the ball out.

Sakho’s 75th-minute goal was his sixth in six Premier 
League starts, tying the Senegalese for the all-time 
record with Coventry City striker Mick Quinn.

Prior to that, West Ham had taken the lead through 
Morgan Amalfitano, who steered home Enner 
Valencia’s cross from close range following a fine 
through ball by Alex Song.

Manchester City created plenty of chances 
themselves, but a combination of Adrian and the 
goalframe kept Manuel Pellegrini’s side at bay.

Sergio Aguero was twice denied by the goalkeeper 
before Yaya Toure curled a shot against the crossbar 
moments before Sakho’s clincher.

David Silva gave the Citizens hope with a superb dribble 
and shot, but West Ham resolutely held out to complete 
their first win over the visitors since March 2009.

Sam Allardyce’s side consolidated fourth place in the 
table with their fourth victory in five games and third in 
succession at the Boleyn Ground. Referee: Martin Atkinson (Bradford)

Attendance: 34,977

THE STATS
Barclays Premier League, Saturday  
25 October 2014, Boleyn Ground

West Ham United 2

Manchester City 1

West Ham United: Adrian, Jenkinson, Collins, Reid, 
Cresswell, Noble, Song, Amalfitano (Kouyate 67), 
Downing, Valencia (Cole 76), Sakho (Nolan 89)
Subs not used: Jaaskelainen, O’Brien, Poyet, Vaz Te
Booked: Amalfitano 7, Song 47

Manchester City: Hart, Zabaleta, Kompany, Mangala, 
Clichy (Kolarov 78), Toure, Fernando (Milner 78), Navas, 
Silva, Dzeko (Jovetic 59), Aguero
Subs not used: Caballero, Sagna, Demichelis, Fernandinho
Booked: Kompany 44

Amalfitano 21, Sakho 75

Silva 77

THE EXTRAS
Extended highlights and exclusive reaction on West Ham TV and YouTube
Search for images and interaction on Facebook and Twitter using #WHUMCY

THE IMAGE
Diafra Sakho celebrates his match-winner in traditional style

WEST HAM UNITED                                              MANCHESTER CITY
239 Passes  560
34% Possession  66%
60% Pass completion 81%
12 Shots  21
4 Shots on target 5
2 Shots blocked 5
4 Corners  8
12 Fouls  14
2 Yellow cards 1
0 Red cards  0
47 – Noble Most touches 112 – Toure
33 – Noble Most passes 96 – Toure
4 – Sakho, Valencia Most shots  7 – Aguero, Toure
3 – Song Most tackles 5 – Mangala
12 – Collins Most clearances 13 – Mangala
3 – Collins, Noble, Reid Most interceptions 2 – Mangala, Zabaleta

MOST PASSES

MOST CLEARANCES
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MATCH REPORT

STOKE CITY (A)
Changes in system and personnel helped 
West Ham United recover from two goals 

down to draw in the Potteries

THE REPORT
WEST Ham United showed fantastic spirit to come from 
two goals down to secure a 2-2 Barclays Premier League 
draw at the Britannia Stadium.

Stoke City were by far the better team in the opening 
45 minutes, pressing West Ham all over the pitch and 
causing problems down both flanks.

The opening goal came from a cross from right-
back Geoff Cameron. Bojan Krkic saw his shot 
blocked and Victor Moses was on hand to poke home 
at the second attempt.

It could have been 2-0 on the stroke of half-time, but 
Adrian stuck out his left leg to save magnificently from 
Mame Biram Diouf.

The Senegal striker had better luck on 56 minutes 
when he powerfully headed home Jonathan Walters’ 
right-wing centre.

In between, Sam Allardyce changed his formation 
and personnel at the break, bringing on Carlton Cole 
and moving Stewart Downing infield in a diamond 
formation.

It was Downing who provided the spark for the first 
West Ham goal, racing down the right and crossing for 
Enner Valencia to convert with a fantastic diving header.

Adrian then saved from Steven N’Zonzi before 
Downing completed the comeback with a well-placed 
right-foot shot from Valencia’s cutback.

There was still time for Adrian to make an outstanding 
save from Cameron to secure a hard-earned point. Referee: Chris Foy (St Helens)  

Attendance: 27,174

THE STATS
Barclays Premier League, Saturday  

1 November 2014, Britannia Stadium

Stoke City 2

West Ham United 2

Stoke City: Begovic, Cameron, Shawcross, Wilson, Pieters, 
N’Zonzi, Sidwell, Walters, Krkic (Adam 82), Moses, Diouf
Subs not used: Sorensen, Muniesa, Teixeira, Assaidi, 
Ireland, Arnautovic Booked: Sidwell 54

West Ham United: Adrian, Jenkinson, Collins, Reid 
(Tomkins 24), Cresswell, Noble (Nolan 68), Song, Kouyate, 
Amalfitano (Cole 46), Downing, Valencia
Subs not used: Jaaskelainen, O’Brien, Jarvis, Zarate
Booked: Collins 66

Moses 23, Diouf 56

Valencia 60, Downing 73

THE EXTRAS
Extended highlights and exclusive reaction on West Ham TV and YouTube
Search for images and interaction on Facebook and Twitter using #STOWHU

THE IMAGE
Stewart Downing is mobbed after 

scoring West Ham United’s equaliser

STOKE CITY                                               WEST HAM UNITED
425 Passes  307
60% Possession  40%
77% Pass completion 68%
21 Shots  10
6 Shots on target 2
5 Shots blocked 4
9 Corners  2
14 Fouls  13
1 Yellow cards 1
0 Red cards  0
83 – N’Zonzi Most touches 61 – Song
69 – N’Zonzi Most passes 51 – Song
6 – Krkic Most shots  4 – Downing, Valencia
6 – Cameron Most tackles 5 – Amalfitano, Kouyate, Tomkins
7 – Shawcross Most clearances 11 – Collins, Tomkins
5 – Cameron Most interceptions 4 – Tomkins

MOST TOUCHES

MOST SHOTS
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HAMMERABILIA
MEMORABILIA COLLECTOR STEVE MARSH 
CONTINUES HIS ITEM-BASED LOOK THROUGH 
WEST HAM UNITED HISTORY

TIMELINE OF THE HAMMERS
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HAMMERABILIA

LONDON LEAGUE PLAY-OFF 
WINNERS 1911-12
JOE Meillear an outside-right 
signed from leading amateur 
club Bromley prior to the start 
of the 1910-11 season, Joe 
was listed under the heading 
of “Promising youngster” in 
that year’s handbook. Sadly 
Meillear did not live up to that 
expectation and made the first 
of only three Southern League 
appearances in the claret-and-
blue shirt against Northampton 
Town resulting in a 1-2 defeat at 
Upton Park 4th March 1911. 

However Joe was a regular 
member of the London League 
(Section A) side for the 1911-12 
campaign. The Hammers 
finished the season as section 
winners, while Crystal Palace 
topped Section B.

The two clubs played-off to be 
overall champions and Meillear 
was in the Hammers side that 
beat Palace 3-2 that The Den 
on 29 April 1912. His London 
League Play-off winners’ medal 
is shown here.

DANNY SHEA RECORD 
BREAKER
THE most significant event 
during the summer of 1911 was 
the departure of goalkeeper 
George Kitchen to Southampton. 
The influential skipper and 
penalty taker of the side would 
be sorely missed. The goals 
against column had increased 
by 50 per cent as the Hammers 
nose-dived to 13th place in the 
Southern League table. 

However, at the other end 
of the pitch Danny Shea had 
maintained his goal scoring 
ability by adding a further 24 
this term. Thus rewarding him 
with his first appearance on a 
cigarette card after leading the 
Hammers’ goalscoring charts 

for the fourth consecutive 
campaign.

The London firm of R. & J. Hill 
Ltd brought out this attractive 
monochrome set which features 
a portrait of the stocky striker, 
numbered 8 in a series of 20 
titled “Famous Footballers Series”, 
the card can be picked up for 
around £20 in today’s’ market. 

Shea was awarded this 
Inter-League medal while 
representing the Southern 
League against The Football 
League at Old Trafford 30 
September 1912 in a 2-1 defeat.

By the following January 1913 
Shea was sold to Blackburn 
Rovers for a then record fee of 
£2,000. Despite leaving halfway 
through the season, Shea 
retained his title as Hammers’ 
leading League goalscorer with 
15 goals. Although George 
Hilsdon took the overall title with 
17 goals after notching four in 
the FA Cup.

IN MEMORIAM
A popular pastime at the turn of 
the 20th century was the giving 
of memorial postcards, the cards 
acted as a kind of vintage football 
banter between opposing sets of 
supporters and were created to 
remember the team that had just 
lost their match. Today’s visitors 
endured one such card which 
was stamped with the Aston Villa 
name after they were defeated 
3-0 by Bury FC in the 1903 FA 
Cup semi-final.

Blackpool received the wrath 
of the Hammer’s with this 
modern day memorial card after 
Ian Holloway’s Tangerine dream 
was pipped at Wembley in the 
2012 Play-off Final.

As a Southern League outfit 
West Ham United were spared 
their blushes with such offerings, 
however one Tottenham 

Hotspur supporter felt compelled 
to pen his own tribute to a 
fellow Hammers’ rival when he 
recorded West Ham’s FA Cup 
Fourth Round replay exit defeat 
at the hands of Swindon Town. 

20,000 spectators paid 
£1,200 to see Southern League 
champions Swindon Town take 
on the Hammers at the Boleyn 
Ground 24 February 1912 which 
resulted in a 1-1 draw. Four days 
later The Robins romped home 
4-0, helped by two-own goals 
from full-back Vic Glover which 
prompted the Spurs jibe.

 
Inscription reads:

Deaths 
West Ham: at Swindon  
Suddenly, on 28th Feb 1912, Ye 
much fancied & dearly beloved 
West Ham football club, who 
perished while gamely fighting in 
the 3rd round of Ye English Cup! 
“Alas their young hopes were 
blighted & nipped in the bud”.
Kismet
Better to have tried and lost, than 
never to have tried at all
Oh! dry those tears
(I’m not quite sure of the music)
Love from “Spurs”

1911/12 Southern League : 
Division One
Final Position: Thirteenth
W13, D7, L18, F64, A69, Pts 33
Leading goalscorer: Danny 
Shea (24)
Average Home League 
Attendance: 9,526

1912/13 Southern League : 
Division One
Final Position: Third
W18, D12, L8, F66, A46, Pts 48
Leading goalscorer: George 
Hilsdon (17)
Average Home League 
Attendance: 10,368

DID YOU 
KNOW...
Inside-forward 
Tommy Randall 
was the only 
West Ham 
player in the 
League XI 
which faced 
Kent in a match 
for the Titanic 
Disaster Fund 
at New Cross.

Joe Meillear 
Portrait and medal

Shea - Inter-
League medal 
1912
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GET WITH THE PROGRAMME

THE 1928/29 season proved 
to be an entertaining one 
for West Ham United as 182 
goals were scored in their 42 
Division One games – 86 at 
home and 96 away! 

The Hammers 
were sitting on top 
of the table with two 
wins and a draw, 
having scored ten 
goals, when Aston 
Villa visited on 8 
September 1928. 

The programme 
produced was the 
regular A4 sheet folded 
into a four-page issue with 
the crossed hammers and the 
Boleyn Castle displayed on the 
front along with the league table 
and the half-time scoreboard.

The back page included the 
results and fixtures from the 
Metropolitan Midweek League. 
Among the opposition were 
Leyton Bus Garage, amateur 
side Lombardians and Queens 
Park Rangers. The competition 
evolved over the years to include 
only professional sides and 
carried on into the early 1960s. 

At the time, each player was 
assigned a number from one 
to 22, but the programme did 
not include these numbers. 
Numbers had been used for 
the first time in two games 
earlier that season when black 
numbers on a white square 
were added to the player’s 
shirts. There was much debate 
about whether this would be a 
useful addition to the game. 

The writer of the programme 
was of the opinion that ‘It should 
be an easy matter to recognise 
the players by their positions on 

the field’ and that numbering 
would be ‘an insult to the 
intelligence of these enthusiasts’.

One wonders what the editor 
would make of today’s squad 

numbers! 
In another sign 

of the times, West 
Ham Swimming 
Club had invited the 
team to compete in 
their Annual Gala, 
taking part in a 
championship for 
the players and a 
team race between 
the Hammers and 

Fulham. 
The ‘Player’s History’ spotlight 

fell on Fred Norris, who had 
joined the Club in the summer 
from Aston Villa as an inside 
forward. Norris went on to 
make 65 league appearances, 
scoring six goals before leaving 
to join Crystal Palace.

A crowd of 26,110 witnessed 
the game and were thoroughly 
entertained as the home team 
maintained its top spot thanks 
to a dominant 4-1 victory, with 
two goals from Vic Watson and 
one each from Jim Collins and 
Jimmy Ruffell.

HAMMERS HUMBLED
THE return match at Villa Park on 
Saturday 19 January 1939 was 
sandwiched between two home 
FA Cup ties. In the first game, 
the then-mighty Sunderland 
were narrowly beaten in the 
third round. In the second, the 
amateur side Corinthians were 
the visitors. A packed house of 
42,000 was on hand to see the 
Hammers triumph 3-0 over the 
valiant visitors.

The Hammers’ league form 
had been disappointing since 
the heady September days, 
with the Club just above the 
relegation places at the time of 
the visit to the Midlands. The 
programme issued was entitled 
the Villa News and Record. 
One of the best programmes 
issued at the time, this 16-page 
issue contained a wealth of 
information for the spectators, 
including full tables of all four 
English divisions.

The pre-match and half-time 
entertainment was provided by 
Ye Aston Olde Silver Prize Band, 
who gave renditions of the 
most popular songs of the time.

In front of 28,838, the visitors 
included full-back William 
Smith for his second senior 
appearance a little over a year 
after his debut. In spite of goals 
from Watson and Ruffell, it was 
the Villans who prevailed 5-2.

Villa’s forward line included 
England centre forward Tom 
‘Pongo’ Waring, who had 
joined from Tranmere Rovers 
and went on to net 167 goals 
in his 226 appearances, but 
he was not on target against 
West Ham. Instead, Reginald 
Chester (two), Joe Beresford, 
Billy Walker and Richard York 
got the goals.

Villa would end the season in 
third place, two points behind 
champions The Wednesday (now 
Sheffield Wednesday), while West 
Ham would finish 17th.

GET WITH THE PROGRAMME
PROGRAMME COLLECTOR STUART ALLEN LOOKS 
BACK AT NOTEWORTHY WEST HAM UNITED 
PROGRAMMES FROM YEARS GONE BY

MATCHDAY programmes have been a staple part of British 
football for more than 100 years, with West Ham United 
producing their first issues while still a Southern League club in 
the early 20th century.

In a regular feature, experienced programme collector Stuart 
Allen opens the pages of West Ham United programmes – 
home and away – with an interesting story behind them.

Fred Norris
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ON THIS DAY

WHAT’S IN A DATE?

8 NOVEMBER
1937 WINGER 
Peter Brabrook 
was born in 
Greenwich, 
London. Fast 
and direct 
with intricate 
footwork, he 
was capped by 

England on three occasions.
He joined the Chelsea 

groundstaff in 1953 and later 
played three games for the 
1954/55 Football League 
championship-winning team.

For seven seasons, he was a 
permanent fixture in the Chelsea 
team and went on to play in 270 
games, scoring 57 goals.

A fee of £35,000 brought him 
to West Ham United in 1962 and 
he was part of the side which won 
the FA Cup two years later.

After missing the 1965 European 
Cup Winners’ Cup final through 
injury, he was a League Cup 
runners-up the following year.

In all, Brabrook spent six seasons 
with the Hammers, making 207 
appearances and scoring 42 goals.

He ended his career at Leyton 
Orient, where he won the Third 
Division title in 1970.

Brabrook later played for 
Romford in the Southern League 
and was a coach at Ford United.

In 1994, he returned to the 
Boleyn Ground to coach the 
youth team for seven years and is 
still involved in a scouting capacity.

1943 ON 
this day, 
Martin Peters 
was born 
in Plaistow, 
London. 

Peters was a 
midfield player 
with great 

ability. He graduated from the 
youth team to make his West Ham 
debut against Cardiff City in a 4-1 
home win in April 1961.

Peters won five England 
Under-23 caps before lifting 
the European Cup Winners’ 
Cup in 1965.

The following May, he made 
his full international debut for 
England against Yugoslavia at 
Wembley. Two months later 
he scored one of the goals in 
the World Cup final as England 
beat West Germany 4-2.

Peters was with the 
Hammers for nine seasons, 
playing in 364 games and 
scoring 100 goals.

In March 1970, he was 
transferred to Tottenham 
Hotspur in a deal that saw Jimmy 
Greaves come to West Ham.  

Peters won the League Cup 
twice and UEFA Cup once 
with Spurs before ending his 
career with Norwich City and 
Sheffield United – managing 
the latter in 1981.

After working in the insurance 
industry, Peters remains a 
popular matchday host at both 
Spurs and West Ham.

1969 THE 
Hammers 
hosted 
struggling 
Crystal Palace 
in the First 
Division on 
this day 45 
years ago.

Clyde Best 
slotted home after eleven 
minutes to put the Hammers 
in front before Geoff Hurst 
scored a second after 26.

Playing against their former 
clubs were Alan Stephenson 
for Hammers and Trevor 
Dawkins for the Eagles.

There was a glimmer of hope 
for Palace in the 82nd minute 
when Billy Bonds scored an 
own goal, but West Ham held 
out for a 2-1 victory before 
31,505 fans. 

WEST HAM UNITED – ON THIS DAY AUTHOR 
JOHN NORTHCUTT LOOKS BACK AT THE BIG 
MOMENTS IN HAMMERS HISTORY

1980 FOLLOWING a gruelling 
mid-week trip to Romania to face 
Poli Timisoara in the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup, the Second 
Division-leading Hammers were 
not at their best against Grimsby 
Town at the Boleyn Ground.

However, they did not need to 
be as David Cross opened the 
scoring with a header from a cross 
from Paul Brush.

The lead was doubled when on 
55 minutes, when Cross scored 
with another header.  The Mariners 
replied with a goal a minute from 
time, but the Hammers held on to 
win 2-1.

West Ham were now unbeaten 
in 14 league games and went on 
to win the title and promotion 
back to the top flight after a three-
year absence.

1981 JOE 
Cole was born 
in Islington, 
London.

A schoolboy 
prodigy, Cole 
made his West 
Ham debut at 
17 in January 

1999 in an FA Cup tie against 
Swansea City.

Five months later, he starred as 
the Hammers thrashed Coventry 
City 9-0 on aggregate in the FA 
Youth Cup final.

Capped by England while 
still a teenager, Cole was made 
captain, but was unable to avert 
relegation in 2003.

He moved to Chelsea, 
winning eight trophies with the 
Blues, including three Premier 
League titles.

After spells with Liverpool 
and on loan with Lille in France, 
Cole returned to West Ham in 
January 2013.

Thirty-three today, the skilful 
midfielder returns to the Boleyn 
Ground with his current club, 
Aston Villa.
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50 
GREATEST GAMES

THE

The Official Programme counts down the 50 most memorable matches 
in the 110-year history of the Boleyn Ground

WHEN Aston Villa arrived at the 
Boleyn Ground for an eagerly-
anticipated FA Cup quarter-final 
on 8 March 1980, Ron Saunders’ 
side could hardly have been 
hotter favourites.

The Villans sat fifth in the 
Division One table, having lost 
just one of their last 13 matches 
in all competitions. The previous 
September, Saunders had spent 
a British record £1.5m to bring 
Scotland striker Andy Gray to 
the club from Wolverhampton 
Wanderers.

Villa had finished eighth in 
the top-flight in 1978/79 and 
Saunders was in the midst of 
putting together the side that 
would win the title in 1981 
and be crowned European 
champions the following year.

West Ham, meanwhile, sat 
fifth in Division Two, having 
been relegated in 1978. John 
Lyall had retained many of 
the players who suffered 
demotion, including England 
midfielder Trevor Brooking, and 
had supplemented his squad 
by paying a world record fee 
to bring one-time England 
goalkeeper Phil Parkes to east 
London in February 1979.

Gray’s fellow Scot, 1979 SPFA 
Young Player of the Year Ray 
Stewart had also joined the 

Hammers the previous year, 
with the 20-year-old quickly 
establishing himself as John 
Lyall’s first-choice right-back 
and West Ham’s penalty-taker.

Stewart’s unerring nerve and 
accuracy from the spot had 
already helped to account for 
Leyton Orient in the fourth round, 
while the youngster had also 
been on target in the Hammers’ 
last league match before the 
quarter-final – a 1-1 Division Two 
draw at Luton Town.

The sixth-round draw was 
packed with quality, with 
the two north London and 
Merseyside giants still in the 
mix, alongside Villa, high-flying 
Ipswich Town and Second 
Division Watford.

West Ham might have 
been slight outsiders to beat 
Saunders’ men, but they were 
certainly rank long-shots to lift 
the FA Cup for the third time in 
17 seasons.

DEPLETED VILLA
WEST Ham’s chances of 
success were increased, 
however, when yet another 
Scot, Allan Evans, was sent-off 
in Villa’s 1-1 draw at Brighton 
& Hove Albion five days before 
the tie.

With influential right-back 

No43
McNAUGHT HANDS IT TO 
THE HAMMERS
West Ham United 1
Stewart 89 (pen)
Aston Villa 0
FA Cup sixth round, Saturday 8 
March 1980

West Ham United: Parkes, 
Stewart, Brush, Martin, 
Lampard, Devonshire, Allen, 
Pearson, Cross, Brooking, Pike
Aston Villa: Rimmer, Linton, 
Gibson, Ormsby, McNaught, 
Mortimer, Bremner, Little, 
Donovan, Cowans, Bullivant

Ray Stewart is mobbed after
scoring from the penalty spot
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Kenny Swain also ruled out 
with a knee injury suffered in 
the same match, Saunders was 
forced to reshuffle his defence, 
drafting in Brendan Ormsby at 
centre-half and reserve-team 
regular Ivor Linton at right-back.

Predictably, the changes 
unsettled the usually steady Villa 
defence, and West Ham were in 
the mood to take full advantage.

Lyall’s hungry side were on top 
for much of the opening half, 
playing with a ‘flow, intelligence 
and fire’, according to The 
Observer’s Julie Welch.

However, while the Hammers 
pressed hard for the opening 
goal, with Brooking, the tireless 
Geoff Pike and energetic Alan 
Devonshire to the fore, they could 
find no way past Villa’s inspired 
goalkeeper Jimmy Rimmer.

Devonshire and Brooking were 
both denied from range before 
Rimmer flung himself through 
the air to keep out a shot from 
striker David Cross.

Into the second half and 
still West Ham held the upper 
hand, with Pike suffering the 
frustration of seeing his header 
hit the inside of the post and 
bounce clear.

With five minutes to go, 
Brooking found Cross with a 
chipped pass, only for the centre 
forward to deposit his effort 
wide. Moments later, Gordon 
Cowans headed Alvin Martin’s 
goalbound header out from 
under his own crossbar.

A replay at Villa Park was 
looming large as the seconds 
ticked by. The visiting fans 
began ‘hooting anxiously for the 
final whistle’. For all West Ham’s 
dominance, they just could not 
find a way past Rimmer.

SPOT-ON RAY
LESS than two minutes of the 
90 remained when Brooking 
lifted a corner into the Villa area.

Martin and Cross rose with 
McNaught, whose right arm 
pushed the ball away. Referee 
David Harwood blew his whistle 
and pointed to the penalty spot, 
sparking celebrations in the 
stands and causing Rimmer to 
grab his goalnet in disgust.

“John Lyall just wants to see 
the ball put in the back of the 
net, and the man who has got to 
put it there is Ray Stewart,” said 

TV commentator Brian Moore.
With Martin, Pike and Paul 

Brush unable to watch, Stewart 
carefully placed the ball on the 
muddy, uneven penalty spot, 
stepped back to the edge of the 
18-yard box and stared directly 
at Rimmer’s goal.

Then, with the confidence that 
became his trademark during 12 
glorious years as a Hammer, the 
young defender strode forward 
and slammed an unstoppable 
shot low to Rimmer’s right and 
into the net.

“And he’s scored!” roared 
Moore in commentary, as the 
fans in the South Bank rushed 
forward to celebrate with their 
match-winner.

In the stand, Lyall clapped his 
gloved hands while Billy Bonds, 
sitting alongside him, smiled 
broadly.

“Ray Stewart, the young Scot, 
who came down to join West 
Ham this season and has had 
a terrific season, could well be 
the fella who has put West Ham 
into the semi-finals,” Moore 
continued.

“It’s now a business of playing 
out the last seconds of the game.”

That was easier said than 
done as Villa’s Terry Donovan 
was brought down by Stewart 
25 yards out. The free-kick was 
touched to Cowans, who fired 
through the defensive wall, but 
Parkes dived to his right to hold 
on safely.

Seconds later and Stewart’s 
clearance into the East Stand 
was the final act of the match, 
with the final whistle being 
greeted with huge cheers.

As the teams left the pitch, 
a chorus of ‘Bubbles’ echoed 
through the air.

West Ham had beaten Aston 
Villa for the first time in the FA 
Cup, and were through to the 
semi-finals for just the fourth 
time in the Club’s history.

‘IT’S TIME TO GO HOME!’
AFTER two seasons of 
disappointment and frustration, 
the West Ham supporters 
were determined to enjoy their 
moment of success.

“Come on now, it’s time to 
go home!” implored the PA 
announcer as the Claret and 
Blue Army continued to sing on 
the terraces long after the final 
whistle had been blown.

Speaking afterwards, 
McNaught claimed his hand 
had been ‘pushed onto the ball’ 
by Martin’s shoulder, while his 
manager Saunders also disputed 
the award of the vital penalty.

Ever the diplomat, opposite 
number Lyall was less sure of 
the big decision.

“In fairness, I wouldn’t like to 
say if it was handball or not,” 
said the Hammers boss. “I was 
on the line by then and a big 
high ball went in the box and 
the referee gave it automatically.

“One or two of lads thought 
it was a penalty and I have to 
accept that, but I couldn’t give 
you a definite opinion whether it 
was or not.”

When asked about the spot-
kick, Stewart explained how 
he had ignored the comments 
made by the Villa players 
before silencing them with his 
perfectly-placed penalty.

“They started arguing, which 
was typical, because they try 
and argue to put the taker off, 
so I just walked away and looked 
to the sky and things like that,” 
said the fresh-faced youngster.

“Then I put the ball on the spot, 
just knew where I was putting it 
and stuck it away. Half the team 
weren’t looking, I don’t think!”

Two days later, on Monday 10 
March, West Ham were paired 
with Everton, while Arsenal were 
drawn to face Liverpool in the 
other semi-final.

The Hammers, ironically, 
travelled to Villa Park for their 
last-four clash, holding the 
Toffees to a 1-1 draw. The 
replay, held four days later at 
Leeds United’s Elland Road, was 
settled after extra-time by Frank 
Lampard’s diving header.

West Ham met Arsenal in the 
final at Wembley, with Brooking 
heading in the only goal of the 
game to secure a shock success 
for the Second Division side. 

The young Scot powers his
penalty past Jimmy Rimmer

West Ham  
United manager 
John Lyall
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MATTY LAWLESS
THE MAIL ONLINE DEPUTY SPORTS 
EDITOR TALKS FASHION AND 
FOOTBALL WITH ALEX SONG

ALEX Song is sifting through an 
assortment of clothes. They are 
not the flamboyant kind he is 
accustomed to wearing, but they 
have been personally selected by 
him from West Ham United’s Club 
Store to wear for this photo shoot.

“I like this one... but definitely not 
this one. I would never choose 
to wear this one,” he says as he 
swaps one item for another.

Then Cheikhou Kouyate bursts 
into the room. The midfielder 
merrily hums a tune before offering 
a warm welcome to those waiting 
in the wings, watching his team-
mate deliver a sequence of Vogue-
esque poses for the cameras.

Suddenly Kouyate stops. ‘Hey, 
hey... why do you not ask me?’

He knows why. Song is West 
Ham’s ultimate fashion icon.

Forget Andy Carroll, whose 
recent collaboration with 
Alexander Wang and H&M hit the 
billboards of Times Square in the 
Big Apple.

Song is the man to be beaten for 
style here in Essex.

Just take a look at the 27-year-
old’s Instagram account and 
you’ll find various pictures of 
him sporting outfits which many 
would deem to be outrageous. 
Pink cardigan, a large trilby hat and 
a sarong draped over white jeans 
complete with white shirt, white 
cap and large red moonboot 
sneakers. That’s just for starters.

The Hammers staff and players 
are often amazed by his ‘brave’ 
wardrobe choices when he arrives 
for work at the club’s Chadwell 
Heath training ground.

Not that it bothers the on-loan 
Barcelona man one bit.

“Everyone who knows me 
really well knows that I love 
clothes and to dress well,” says 
Song as switches back into his 
own clothing.

It’s a lot tamer than some of his 
previous clobber, but the casual 
two-tone leather and wool hoody 
is nevertheless eye-catching with 
its mix of short and long black 
laced tassels.

“Some players were laughing 
at my jacket today,” he says. “But 
it’s me. I like it because it’s short 
and long. They still say to me 
‘Are you crazy!’ That’s me. I’m an 
extravagant guy in the way I dress. 
I’ll never change.”

Song even has his own fashion 
label – Systeme Tchakap. It 
refers to an African way of life, 
living with a certain freedom 
and independence.

“This hat is my own brand,” 
says Song as he leans forward 
to run his fingers across the 
synthetic peak front of his 
black snapback hat which is 
embossed with the brand 
name in red.

“I sell it in some shops but 
mainly on the internet.”

This particular cap retails 
at £45 and it is so popular it 
is out of stock.

And it doesn’t take long 
to figure out why when 
superstars like Lionel 
Messi – expected to 
perform for Argentina 
at the Boleyn Ground 
on Wednesday 
evening – and Neymar 
are pictured proudly 
showcasing his designs.

Song expresses his 
love for fashion 
on the pitch too. 
He even rolls 
his shorts up to 

With shorts rolled 
up and a pair of 

gloves, the No30 
plays the game 

with style!

The midfielder pulled 
on a Paine Profitt Navy 

Tee and Grey and 
Claret Bomber Jacket 
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create the look of a throwback 
1980s footballer.

“I used to have it like that at 
Arsenal,” he says. “It’s my own 
style and I like to do it. I feel good 
when I do it and when I play I’m 
very happy.”

A HAPPY SONG
WEST Ham’s current feelgood 
factor is a bit of a throwback to 
the famous Boys of ’86 era, when 
John Lyall’s side finished third in 
the old First Division.

And it’s no coincidence that their 
transformation this season has 
been heralded by Song’s arrival.

In seven Premier League games 
with the former Arsenal ace at 
the heartbeat of the Hammers 
midfield, Sam Allardyce’s side have 
won four, drawn two and lost one, 
unexpectedly elevating them to 
fifth place.

Red-hot strikers Diafra Sakho 
and Enner Valencia have 
deservedly taken most of the 
acclaim, having hit the back of the 
net nine times between them.

But Song has enthralled his 
admirers with a succession of 
indomitable displays in midfield. In 
the 2-1 win over Manchester City 
a fortnight ago, he outclassed Yaya 
Toure. He even had the audacity 
to pull off a rabona against the 
champions.

“It comes naturally,” he laughs. 
“I’m looking to try it to make 

people happy but I’m mainly 
looking to try it to create a good 
opportunity.”

Inevitably, Song’s impressive 
start to the season has raised 
questions over his future. Joint-
Chairman David Gold has been 
inundated with Twitter messages 
from supporters, urging him to 
make the transfer permanent. He 
agrees and insists discussions will 
take place.

Naturally, Song takes it all in his 
stride and goes about his business 
as usual.

Like his dress sense, things are a 
lot different at West Ham to what 
he has been used to over the past 
two years with Messi and Co in 
Catalonia. But he is very happy.

“It’s a different way to when 
I was playing at Arsenal and 
Barcelona,” he admits. “I’ve had 
a great opportunity to play for 
those two big clubs and again 
here at West Ham.

“But I know it’s a different way. 
The first time I spoke to the Gaffer 
[Sam Allardyce] when I was about 
to sign, I was telling him that I like 
to play football. For me if I come 
from one team and the people 
don’t play football, I would be lost.”

“Sam said, ‘Don’t worry, 
you’ll come here and see 
how we are playing’. I’m very 
happy because he gives us the 
opportunity to play.

“I know we are not like 

Barcelona but we can play. And I 
like to play – when I have the ball, 
I don’t want to just put the ball 
away. I prefer to keep it, take my 
time and give the right ball in the 
right moment. And that’s what I 
want to do to help the team.”

EUROPEAN AMBITION
SONG is not one to take all of 
the credit, however. He identifies 
the likes of Sakho, Valencia and 
Stewart Downing for their part in 
West Ham’s upturn.

“West Ham do have very good 
players,” he says. “The difference 
at Barcelona is that they are 
the best players in the world 
and, of course, that makes a big 
difference.

“I try to bring my experience 
and the things I learned at 
Barcelona and at Arsenal to try 
and help the team.

“We are trying to play the best 
football we can play and make 
the fans very happy.”

And they are very happy 
right now. The boo-boys have 
disappeared and some are even 
daring to dream of Champions 
League football. “Why not?” Song 
smiles.

“For me, I believe we can catch 
Europe this year,” he adds, still 
content after last weekend’s 
two-goal turnaround at Stoke 
where West Ham snatched a 
point.

“But the best thing for us to 
do is to take it game-by-game. 
Today, we play Villa at home and 
we have to make sure we do not 
lose it.

“We can’t look at where Villa 
are at the moment. We know 
that Villa is a good team and they 
will come here to try and get a 
good result.

“We can’t think because we 
won against Manchester City and 
Liverpool that Villa will be easy. 
No. They have good players and 
we have respect for them.

“We’ll do everything we can to 
win that game because it’s very 
important to get the three points 
at home.”

As Song straightens up his cap 
to conclude our chat, he warns 
that West Ham fans haven’t seen 
the best of him yet.

“At the moment, I’m not fit like 
I want to be,” he confesses. “I 
know I can do more.”

Watch this space...

Alex sports the 
Stadium Print 
Sweatshirt

You can see all of Alex’s 
favourites and a behind-

the-scenes video at 
officialwesthamstore.com
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WHEN West Ham supporters 
talk about successful striking 
partnerships, two names 
inevitably come up.

I can remember Geoff Hurst 
and Johnny Byrne terrorising 
defences in the 1960s but the 
pair who really hit the headlines 
more than 20 years later, are still 
revered amongst Hammers fans, 
as truly the dream duo.

During the 1985/86 season, 
which ended with West 
Ham in third place in the top 
division, Tony Cottee and 
Frank McAvennie scored 46 
goals between them, the best 
anywhere that year.

West Ham’s current star 
strikers, Diafra Sakho and Enner 
Valencia, have some way to go 
to go anywhere near that total 
but already comparisons have 
been made.

So who better to ask about 
striking partnerships than one 
half of that deadly pairing of 
almost 30 years ago – Tony 
Cottee.

 “The two up front have done 
really well,” he says. “You can 
make the best-laid plans but 
sometimes you need that little 
bit of luck – you need players 
to gel together and Diafra 
and Enner have done that 
impressively.

“Let’s not forget I began that 
1985/86 season with Paul 
Goddard alongside me up front. 

He was injured in the first game 
so John Lyall moved Frank 
forward and the rest, as they say, 
is history.

“If Andy Carroll had been fit at 
the start of the season, would 
the new pair have had the 
chance? Maybe not.

“That’s what football is like 
though. Sometimes, because 
of circumstances, it all comes 
together. Being the avid 
Hammers fan that I am and 
always will be and observing, I 
do think it’s been crying out for 
two up front so personally I’m 
delighted it’s happened and that 
the pair are doing so well.

“I see we’ve scored eight 
headed goals so far – the most 
in the Premier League – which 
is also surprising given that 
neither Enner nor Diafra are the 
biggest but they both have a 
great leap.

“We knew something about 
Enner before he arrived because 
we had seen him against 
England and then in the World 
Cup. I think we knew, from 
watching him then, that he 
would be a good signing for the 
club, it was just a question on 
how long it would take him to 
settle in.

“Diafra though, was an 
unknown to most people, 

including me. I thought it would 
have probably been Enner and 
Andy up front but then came the 
injury to Andy and everything 
changed.

“He has been a revelation. 
Normally foreign players take 
time to settle to a new country 
and new culture but these two, 
in fact all the new signings, have 
really hit the ground running.”

Do does Tony see similarities 
between this pair of Hammers’ 
frontmen and himself and Frank 
McAvennie?

“In some ways they are similar, 
because of their movement,” 
he says. “I must say I have 
particularly enjoyed the way the 
pair move and work so hard.

“In the modern game it seems 
it’s all about sheer pace which 
is true to a certain degree but 
you have to have the football 
intelligence to use that pace, 
that movement, to good effect.

“These two guys seem to 
have that. Frank and I weren’t 
the tallest of players so we had 
to make up for that with other 
skills, particularly because we 
were invariably up against 6”4’ 
tall defenders.

“We had to be clever and that’s 
what I see in West Ham’s current 
pair of strikers. Their movement 
has been excellent and you 
can’t argue with their finishing 
– they’ve both scored some 
wonderful goals.

“The fans have been watching 
them and are quite rightly 
becoming excited about their 
potential as a partnership.

“All the new players have 
played a big part in West Ham’s 
improvement, not only by their 
own efforts but by helping the 
current players, people like Mark 
Noble and Stewart Downing, 
improve their own games.

“We had some very good 
players back in ’86, too. The 
forwards always get the attention 
but there was a lot more to that 
team back then – and much 
more to the current team.”

KEN DYER
THE EVENING STANDARD CORRESPONDENT 
TALKS TO TONY COTTEE ABOUT WEST HAM 
UNITED’S EXCITING NEW STRIKE PAIRING

Diafra and Enner 
have been part of 
a real team effort 
this season

Tony Cottee
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MOOSE MEETS
IAN ‘MOOSE’ ABRAHAMS TALKS GOALS WITH 
FORMER WEST HAM UNITED AND ASTON VILLA 
STRIKER MARLON HAREWOOD

IN the words of Elton John, 
‘Sorry seems to be the hardest 
word’.

With that in mind, and with 
apologies being as rarely dished 
out by me as the phrase ‘I’ve 
had enough’ at a buffet, I’d like 
to say ‘Sorry’ to the Premier 
League’s Manager of the Month 
Sam Allardyce and Player of the 
Month Diafro Sakho to all West 
Ham fans.

I have been to just three home 
games this season – Tottenham 
Hotspur, Sheffield United and 
Southampton – and we’ve lost 
them all!

When I have been absent 
we’ve beaten Liverpool, Queens 
Park Rangers and Manchester 
City.

I am reporting at the game 
today, so fingers crossed my 
curse is lifted this afternoon!

So to business, this afternoon’s 
Moose Meets… became a 
Hammers hero with a goal at 
Villa Park, while his first Premier 
League goals for West Ham, 
three of them, came against 
Aston Villa, and he played in one 
of the best FA Cup finals ever.

Yes, today’s guest is none 
other than former West 
Ham and Villa striker Marlon 
Harewood, who is now plying 
his trade at Hartlepool United.

Marlon was a much sought-
after striker when he left 

Nottingham Forest to join West 
Ham for £500,000 in November 
2003.

“It was a time of my career 
when I had been at Forest for so 
long and I had an opportunity 
to join West Ham,” he began. 
“When they came in for me, 
Alan Pardew spoke to me about 
what he wanted to achieve, 
and because West Ham was 
a massive club when I was 
growing up and for them to 
want me to come and sign for 
them, I couldn’t turn something 
like that down.”

Marlon played with, and had 
competition for his shirt, from 
some outstanding strikers during 
his time at West Ham – Dean 
Ashton, Bobby Zamora and our 
present attacking coach Teddy 
Sheringham.

“We had a quite a strikeforce, 
to be fair.” Marlon told me, but 
who was his favourite partner?

“I don’t have one! We had such 
a togetherness, it was wicked. 
It was good for the strikers 
because once you were playing 
you had to try and keep your 

MARLON 
HAREWOOD
Born: 25 August 1979, 
Hampstead, London, England
Clubs played for: 
Nottingham Forest (204 
apps, 55 goals), Ipswich Town 
(loan, 6 apps, 1 goal), West 
Ham United (170 apps, 56 
goals), Aston Villa (40 apps, 
7 goals), Wolverhampton 
Wanderers (loan, 5 apps), 
Newcastle United (loan, 15 
apps, 5 goals), Blackpool (16 
apps, 5 goals), Barnsley (10 
apps, 4 goals), Guangzhou 
R&F (10 apps, 4 goals) 
Nottingham Forest (6 apps), 
Barnsley (37 apps, 2 goals), 
Bristol City (17 apps, 1 goal), 
Hartlepool United (32 apps, 
4 goals)
Honours: Football 
League Championship 
(2009/10), Football League 
Championship Play-Off 
winner (2004/05)

Marlon and me!

The forward also played 
for today’s visitors
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place because if you weren’t 
playing well you had people like 
Teddy, Bobby and Dean in front 
of you.

“When you got a chance to 
go out on that pitch, you had 
to perform to keep your place, 
which was a good thing, I think.”

SEMI-FINAL JOY – FINAL 
HEARTACHE
MARLON’S biggest goal in a 
West Ham shirt came at Villa 
Park against Middlesbrough in 
April 2006, when he fired the 
Hammers into their first major 
domestic cup final in a quarter 
of a century.

I was doing the London 
Marathon that day (honestly, I 
was!) and listened to the game 
on the radio as I sped around 
the streets of the capital.

Despite being rather tired by 
that point, I jumped for joy with 
12 minutes left when Marlon got 
the winner.

“I would say definitely that 
was the best goal I ever scored,” 
Marlon recalled. “It was the most 
meaningful as well, because it 
meant so much to the fans and 
to the players to achieve what 
we had done that year, because 
we did so much beating some 
big teams

“I’ve got some really fond 
memories of that season, and 
to top it by helping the lads 
to get to the final was unreal. 
When I scored the view and 
noise from the West Ham fans 
was unbelievable. It felt like the 
whole of Villa Park erupted. I 
literally felt the floor shaking 
when I scored that goal and that 
feeling was amazing.”

If that goal at Villa Park was 
Marlon’s big high, I wondered 
about the final against Liverpool, 
which we so cruelly lost on 
penalties after Steven Gerrard’s 
late equaliser.

“I had great memories of that 
day. It was a fantastic game, 
one to remember, it went to 
3-3 and then extra-time. It’s in 
the history books but it could’ve 
been in the history books as a 
West Ham win, if we could’ve 
done something different at 
the end.

“It was such a big day, I’ll 
never forget it. When we were 
3-2 up at the end, I was utterly 
convinced we were going 

to win. I would never have 
predicted that Stevie G would 
pull that out of the bag, but it 
was just one of those things.”

Fans with good memories will 
recall that, despite being West 
Ham’s regular penalty-taker, 
Harewood did not step up in 
the shootout. He reveals that a 
foot injury prevented him from 
taking part.

“It was more than heartache. I 
was our main penalty taker and 
I couldn’t take one because I’d 
done my foot, my metatarsal, 
so I couldn’t take one and that 
killed me full stop.

“To not help the lads out, 
when people say you can’t 
explain it, in terms of a feeling, 
you really can’t explain it until 
you’re really in it. At the end of it 
we couldn’t speak. To think we 
had a chance of winning it, then 
to go to penalties and end up 
losing it was very upsetting.”

HAT-TRICK HERO
WHILE the 2006 FA Cup final 
conjures mixed emotions for 
Marlon, the hat-trick he scored 
against Aston Villa in the Premier 
League the previous September 
brings more pleasure to the 
35-year-old.

“Those are very good 
memories!” he said. “It was a 

good time for me in that game. 
They were my first Premier 
League goals for West Ham and 
obviously I went on to score a 
hat-trick.

“It was relief, really. When you 
score it’s great to celebrate with 
the lads but when you score 
three of them it’s a great feeling. 
They say you can’t describe 
that feeling, but it’s a good 
celebration for yourself.”

I asked Marlon if he still had 
the matchball: “Yes, of course, 
it’s on my mantelpiece!”

Another of Marlon’s famous 
West Ham goals came against 
Arsenal in November 2006 and 
led to a scuffle between Alan 
Pardew and Arsene Wenger!

After four years here, in 
2007 Marlon moved to Aston 
Villa when Martin O’Neill paid 
£4m for his services. He went 
on to net seven goals in 40 
appearances.

His two former clubs have 
enjoyed contrasting fortunes in 
front of goal this term, with West 
Ham scoring 19 times to Villa’s 
five. I asked Marlon to compare 
for me today’s two strike forces 
and assess why one is firing and 
one is not.

“A lot of it is down to 
confidence, it is a massive thing 
to get that first goal in a game. 
I know Villa are struggling but 
I hope they get a goal at West 
Ham to make it a good game, 
because West Ham are flying 
at the moment and are doing 
so well. 

“It’ll be a very interesting game 
and hopefully a good game for 
everyone to watch with a few 
goals going in.”

While his two old clubs go at it, 
Marlon himself will be aiming to 
score the 147th goal of his own 
career in an FA Cup first-round 
tie against East Thurrock United 
this afternoon. With his history 
in the competition, I would be 
a fool to bet against him finding 
the net again!

My next Moose Meets… is 
another former West Ham 
and Newcastle United striker, 
who you will hear from in the 
matchday programme for the 
visit of Newcastle United.

Anyone with feedback (only 
positive please) or suggestions 
should contact me on Twitter  
@BroadcastMoose

A foot injury 
compounded 
Marlon’s 2006 FA 
Cup final misery

Villa Park 
erupted after 
Marlon’s 2006 FA 
Cup semi-final 
winner

Marlon bagged a hat-trick 
against Aston Villa in 2005
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FANS UNITED
Due to demand for Fans United, Half-time Teasers will return in our next programme for the  

match against Newcastle United on Saturday 29 November. 

DANNY
Happy 50th 
birthday 
DANNY lots of 
love from your 
wife and family, 
we hope you 

have a fantastic day.

MAX JEFFRIES
Happy Birthday MAX JEFFRIES, 
love from Dad, Poppy, Liam, 
Clare and Jake x

JOSH RALPH
Happy seventh 
birthday to 
JOSH who has 
a Season Ticket 
with his Dad 
in the Bobby 
Moore Lower. 
Lots of love 

Mum, Dad and Josie. COYI!

JAKE 
BROMLEY
Happy ninth 
birthday 
to JAKE 
BROMLEY, 
have a great 

day. Lots of love Max and Lloyd

HENRY 
WALKER
Happy 21st 
birthday for 11 
November to 
HENRY who’s 
here today with 
Jimmy Hart. 

Both are Season Ticket Holders 
in the Sir Trevor Brooking Stand 
Lower. Have a great time, love Dad, 
Mum and Alice x

JOHN 
BURNETT, 
JON 
PARSALL 
AND 
MARK 
SULLIVAN
Huge 

congratulations to JOHN 
BURNETT, JON PARSALL and 
MARK SULLIVAN who climbed 
Kilimanjaro in August, raising 
£32,000 for Little Havens.

ROBERT 
GEORGE 
BUTCHER
RIP ROBERT 
GEORGE 
BUTCHER, a 
true Hammer 

who attended his first game 
aged eleven against Leicester 
at home in 1959. The Hammers 
won 3-0! Bob has followed the 
beloved Hammers for all these 
years. His coffin was draped 
in the Hammers’ flag and his 

grandchildren blew bubbles. A 
loved Husband, Dad, Granddad, 
Son, Brother, Uncle. God bless.

KATIE LAUREN 
MONTAGUE
Welcome to 
the world 
KATIE LAUREN 
MONTAGUE, 
born into the 

West Ham family on 20 October 
2014. Another happy Hammer. 
Lots of love Mummy and Daddy!

RILEY HILTON
Happy fifth 
birthday RILEY 
HILTON, 
watching today 
in the Bobby 
Moore Stand

MATTEO 
MOJANA
A warm 
welcome to the 
Boleyn Ground 
to MATTEO 
MOJANA from 

Carasco, Genoa.

ROBERT 
NICHOLLS
ROBERT 
NICHOLLS will 
be attending 
Upton Park 
today from 

Apollo Bay, Victoria, Australia. 
This is Robert’s second visit with 
Dad Alan, who was a Season 
Ticket Holder for 20 years prior 
to leaving the UK. Alan’s first visit 
to Upton Park was in 1967.

KIERON 
ONIONS
Happy 
13th 
birthday 
to KIERON 
ONIONS! 

He is watching his beloved 
Hammers in the Trevor Brooking 
Upper today. All our love 
from Dad, Mum, Callum and 
Granddad. COYI!

DIANA 
LOMAX
Happy 
birthday 
to DIANA 
LOMAX, an 
avid West 
Ham fan 

and Season Ticket Holder in the 
Bobby Moore Upper. In May she 
was a volunteer with the West 
Ham United Community Trust 
group in Kenya at a school and 
had a great time. She loved it 
so much she is going back in 
May 2015. 

LEWIS ENDEAN 
Happy 21st 
birthday 
LEWIS 
ENDEAN on 
6 November 
love Mum, 

Dad, Laura and Jasper x

PAUL THOMSON
On 10 May 2014 shortly 
before his 50th birthday, PAUL 
THOMSON aka Tommo, passed 
away peacefully after battling 
against cancer. Paul was a proud 
ex-Submariner and lifelong West 
Ham Supporter, with a season 
ticket in the West Stand. True to 
his character Paul never once 
complained about his situation 
and remained steadfast to the 
end. He was a credit to his 
family, who would like to say 
thank you to all of his mates 
from West Ham who supported 
him throughout his battle. Paul’s 
friends Chris Taylor, Nathan 
Swords, Nigel Walliams, Neil 
Mcallister, and Steve Fay all 
completed the Tough Mudder 
London South course on Sunday 
26 October to raise money for 
Tommo’s chosen charity’s Help 
for Heroes and the McMillan 
Cancer Research. COYI!

RICHARD JONES
RICHARD JONES was a lifelong 
West Ham supporter. He died 
on 18 October 2014 at the age 
of 102 years. He was born in St 
Bernard’s Road, a stones’ throw 
from the Boleyn Ground. RIP. 

JERRY 
GARLAND
In loving 
memory 
of JERRY 
GARLAND 
aged 53, a true 

West Ham fan who sadly died 
earlier this month from a brain 
tumour. He leaves behind his 
amazing and caring wife Shelley, 
children Nick and Jess, and 
many family and friends. The last 
game was against Villa last year, 
so today will be a very poignant 
day for his friends, Rich and 
Gareth Mckeown. COYI

STEPH DAVEY
Happy birthday 30+1 STEPH 
‘BABYCAKES’ DAVEY, lots of 
love, Pete x

TONY CUTBUSH
Happy 68th birthday to Season 
Ticket Holder TONY CUTBUSH 
who is celebrating his birthday 
on the 8 November.

DOUGIE
Grandparents 
Paul and Lisa 
Brand are 
very proud to 
announce the 
arrival of West 

Ham’s latest fan. DOUGIE was 
born to proud parents Jodie 
and Barry on October 21 2014 
weighing in at 9lb 2oz. We’re 
looking forward to bringing 
him to a match as soon as he is 
old enough along with his big 
sister Evie.

CAITLYN CHILTON
Happy birthday CAITLYN who will 
be celebrating her 13th birthday 
on 6 November and hoping for 
a win today! Lots of love from 
Mummy and brother Joe x

TOM ALLEN
Congratulations 
to TOM ALLEN 
from Comber, 
Northern Ireland 
who has flown 
over for today’s 
match and is 

pictured here recently celebrating 
his 70th birthday with a touch 
of West Ham and a glass of his 
favourite red wine! Love from 
Rodney, Christine and Joanne x

JACK LOFTS
Happy 18th 
birthday to JACK 
LOFTS a Season 
Ticket Holder in 

the Sir Trevor Brooking Upper with 
his Uncle Rob and Cousin Cameron. 
COYI! Love from all your family.

ALEX AND LEAH
Congratulations 
to ALEX and his 
wife LEAH, who 
married on 16 
October. Alex is 
a Season Ticket 

Holder in the Bobby Moore 
Stand. Alex and Leah were on 
their honeymoon in Zanzibar 
for the Manchester City game, 
but Alex still managed to find a 
TV screen to watch the match! 
Wishing you every happiness for 
your future together. Love from 
all the family X



The best things are 
enjoyed together

Barclays Ticket Tuesday

Visit youarefootball.barclays.co.uk to win a pair of 
Barclays Premier League tickets to watch your team. 

As a Thank you to the people who champion the true spirit 
of the game, we’re giving away up to 150 pairs of tickets 
every Tuesday. Who will you take along?

Barclays Bank PLC is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial 
Services Register No. 122702). Barclays Bank PLC. Registered in England. Registered No. 1026167. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP. Terms and 
conditions apply. You must be over 16 to enter. 
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Email your Fans United message and photo to programme@westhamunited. Please bear in mind that, 
due to the number of announcements submitted, we cannot guarantee publication.

JON
Happy 26th birthday JON on 
8 November. Jon has been an 
Academy Member and Season 
Ticket Holder in the East Stand 
for as long as he can remember. 
Lots of love Mum

HOWARD 
CAZIN
Wishing you 
a very Happy 
40th birthday 
HOWARD 
CAZIN. Enjoy 

you afternoon with your Dad. 
From your biggest fans Tash, 
Bella and Nathan x

BEN SCOTT
Happy 39th 
birthday BEN 
SCOTT on 7 
November. 
Love from 
Faye, Maddison 
and Jacob.

ARCHIE 
MCKENNA
Happy Birthday 
to ARCHIE who 
is at the game 
today with 
his friends, 

Jack and William celebrating 
his birthday. He’s hoping Enner 
Valencia nets the winner. Lots of 
love Mum, Dad and Violet. 

KEITH BURMAN
On 3 November my husband 
KEITH will be 60, he has been a 
West Ham fan since before he 
could talk and has been going to 
matches before he could walk!

IAN GILBERT
Happy Birthday to IAN GILBERT 
who is 60 today. He has been a 
loyal supporter for over 43 years.
 
SAM WHEATLEY
Happy 16th birthday SAM 
WHEATLEY, love from Dad.

LEON 
BURGESS
Happy 40th 
birthday LEON 
for 5 November 
2014. Leon is a 
Season Ticket 

Holder in the Bobby Moore 
Upper. Have a fab day, lots of 
love Rose and Tom x COYI!

TOM MARSH
Happy 18th 
birthday to 
TOM MARSH, 
a Season Ticket 
Holder in the 
Bobby Moore 
Lower for 13 
years. Hope 

you have a brilliant day. COYI!

EMMA 
ROBINSON
Happy Birthday 
EMMA 
ROBINSON and 
congratulations 
on your 

engagement, love Aunty Alex, 
Uncle Ian, Harriet, Charlotte 
and Beth x

RUTH 
SANDERSON
Happy 50th 
birthday RUTH 
SANDERSON 
on 10 
November, a 

lifelong West Ham fan.

HARRY WOOLLARD
A warm welcome to HARRY 
WOOLLARD sitting in the Bobby 
Moore Stand with Mum and 
Granddad.

STEVE BRIDGEMAN
Happy 60th birthday to STEVE 
BRIDGEMAN from all his friends 
and partner. Steve is a lifelong 
Irons supporter and proper 
Barking boy.

RIP FRED 
HAZEL
FRED HAZEL 
of Dagenham, 
a lifelong 
fan of West 
Ham United 

who sadly passed away on 
22 October 2014. He was an 
amazing character who will 
be sadly missed by his wife 
Glynis Louise, his children, 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren.

STEVEN AND 
KRISTY
Congratulations 
to STEVEN AND 
KRISTY on their 
engagement, 
wishing you 
many years of 

happiness. I hope this makes up 
for before! Ben.

STEF DAVEY
Happy 
birthday to 
little Hammer 
STEF DAVEY, 
a Season 

Ticket Holder in the Bobby 
Moore Upper, love from Mum, 
Dad, Nic, Dillon and Rowan.

BILL COLE
Happy birthday to BILL COLE 
who is 17 today! Love Mum x

GEORGE HOLLIS
Have a great first match 
GEORGE HOLLIS, Love Mummy 
and Daddy.

FINLAY OWLES
Happy eleventh 
birthday to 
FINLAY OWLES, 
a Season Ticket 
Holder, love 
Mum, Dad and 
Brother Travis.

KIRSTINE DINESEN
Congratulations on your first 
game of many, KIRSTINE 
DINESEN. Now you’re having 
your Hammers’ baptism. Enjoy 
the day love, and COYI! Luke x

TUTOR MASTER
Happy birthday TUTOR MASTER 
from the Three J’s.

ALFIE
Happy birthday ALFIE! Have a 
great day! Ryan, Paul and Martin.

SIOBHAN 
My fiancee, 
SIOBHAN, and I 
are at the game 
today. We are 
getting married 
in February in 
Essex with a 

Claret and Blue colour scheme 
as I am a Hammer’s fan and she 
supports Villa! Craig Tyrie.

WILL DERBY
A warm 
welcome from 
Cris, Sam and 
Joel Derby to 

WILL DERBY who is coming to 
his first West Ham game today! 
Will’s favourite current players are 
Enner Valencia and Mark Noble.

JOE GREENLEAF
Happy birthday JOE on his 13th 
birthday today. Joe is in the 
Trevor Brooking Stand close to 
the Alpari Stand with his Dad 
Lee.

KIERON MILES
Happy tenth birthday KIERON 
MILES, love Mum, Dad, Taylor-
Ann and Danny x

JUDE 
ALEXANDER 
SOUTH
JUDE 
ALEXANDER 
SOUTH was 
born on 18 
August 2014 
and like his 
father is a 

massive West Ham fan.

SAM DRURY
Happy 18th 
birthday to 
SAM DRURY 
on 17 October, 
a Season Ticket 
Holder in the 
East Stand 
Upper Tier. 

With love from all the family.

JACKIE 
PATTEN
JACKIE 
PATTEN is 
attending 
today’s 
game all 
the way 

from Australia. It’s her first time 
back at the Boleyn Ground since 
moving to Australia in 2007.  
Let’s hope we have a win for her 
to take back to Australia.  Love 
Helen and family x
 
SHEENA CLARKE
A warm welcome to long time 
Hammers fan SHEENA CLARKE 
who is at today’s game in the 
Alpari Stand, having travelled 
all the way from Melbourne, 
Australia.

BETTY 
CASTLE
Happy 
86th 
birthday 
to BETTY 
CASTLE, 
who has 
supported 
West Ham 

for 50 years and is at Upton 
Park today for the first time. She 
is here with her son Jeff and 
daughter-in-law Hazel. We wish 
her a great day with special love 
from all the family.

ROB MUNN
Congratulations to ROB MUNN 
on cycling John O’Groats to 
Lands’ End for Stroke Awareness. 
Wishing you a very happy 30th 
birthday.  Lots of Love, Hannah, 
Dad, Tracey, Charlotte, Jake, 
Albert, Lucy, David, Lucy and the 
rest of the Clan!
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TWO disappointing defeats have seen West 
Ham United’s Development Squad drop 
to the bottom of the Barclays U21 Premier 
League Division 1 table.

First, the Hammers pushed an 
experienced Manchester United side 
that included Academy of Football 
graduate Michael Carrick all the way at 
the Boleyn Ground.

However, despite Elliot Lee equalising 
James Wilson’s goal before half-time, 
the Red Devils won it with a Will Keane 
strike late on.

On Thursday afternoon, West Ham 
travelled to East Anglia to take on 
Norwich City at the Canaries’ Colney 
Training Centre.

Again, the Hammers pushed their 
opponents hard, even after seeing defender 
Lewis Page sent-off after just eleven 
minutes for a professional foul.

Goalkeeper Sam Howes produced a 
series of fine saves, only to be beaten 
by substitute Jamie Eaton-Collins on 
76 minutes.

West Ham have been drawn at home 
to Millwall in the Barclays U21 Premier 
League Cup round of 32, with the tie to be 
played in the week commencing Monday 
24 November.

MATCH FACTS
Barclays U21 Premier League, Boleyn 
Ground, Friday 24 October 2014
Development Squad 1  Lee
Manchester United 2
Development Squad: Howes, Westley, 
Page, Makasi (Mavila 85), Onariase, Pask 
(Knoyle 85), Bywater, Nasha, Lee, Lletget, 
Gordon (Fanimo 68)
Sub not used: Boness

Barclays U21 Premier League, Colney 
Training Centre, Thursday 6 November 
2014
Norwich City 1 
Development Squad 0
Development Squad: Howes, Pike, Page, 
Makasi, Pask, Oxford, Bywater (Fanimo 28), 
Nasha, Gordon (Mavila 68), Lletget, Sadlier 
(Parfitt-Williams 76)
Subs not used: Boness, Onariase
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2014/15 BARCLAYS U21 PREMIER LEAGUE DIVISION 1
Pos Team P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Manchester City 8 4 2 2 18 13 5 14
2 Manchester United 6 4 1 1 14 5 9 13
3 Fulham 8 3 3 2 11 13 -2 12
4 Chelsea 6 3 2 1 10 6 4 11
5 Southampton 7 3 2 3 12 10 2 11
6 Sunderland 8 3 2 3 9 10 -1 11
7 Liverpool 7 3 1 3 14 12 2 10
8 Everton 6 3 0 3 11 10 1 9
9 Tottenham Hotspur 7 3 0 4 10 12 -2 9

10 Norwich City 8 3 0 5 11 16 -5 9
11 Leicester City 7 2 1 4 12 16 -4 7
12 West Ham United 8 1 2 5 7 13 -6 5

The Hammers have dropped to the bottom of 
the Barclays U21 Premier League Division 1 table

DEVELOPMENT 
SQUAD

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 2014/15

Player BU21PL 
Apps

BU21PL 
Goals

BU21PLC 
Apps

BU21PLC 
Goals

PLIC 
Apps

PLIC 
Goals

Jordan Brown 0 (2) - - - 1 -
Reece Burke 5 - - - - -
Kieran Bywater 8 1 - - 0 (1) 1
Leo Chambers - - - - - -
Josh Cullen 5 - - - - -
Matthias Fanimo 1 (3) - - - 1 -
Janaai Gordon 2 - - - - -
Jamie Harney - - - - - -
Sam Howes 2 - - - - -
Kyle Knoyle 2 (1) - - - 1 -
Elliot Lee 7 4 - - 1 1
Sebastian Lletget 7 - - - 1 -
Sean Maguire* 0 (1) - - - - -
Moses Makasi 2 (1) - - - 0 (1) -
Nathan Mavila 0 (3) - - - - -
Ravel Morrison* 1 - - - - -
Paul McCallum - - - - - -
George Moncur* - - - - - -
Amos Nasha 2 (3) - - - - -
Emmanuel Onariase 2 - - - 1 -
Reece Oxford 7 - - - - -
Lewis Page 5 (2) - - - 1 -
Djair Parfitt-Williams 0 (1) - - - 1 -
Josh Pask 2 (1) - - - 1 -
Alex Pike 1 - - - - -
Dan Potts 3 - - - - -
Diego Poyet 1 - - - - -
Kieran Sadlier 3 (2) 1 - - - -
Raphael Spiegel 6 - - - 1 -
Blair Turgott 2 - - - - -
Sam Westley 5 - - - - -
Danny Whitehead 4 - - - 1 -
Adrian Wojcik Kosela 0 (1) 1 - - - -

2014/15 Appearances and Goals

*Out on loan

2014/15 Fixtures and Results

Date
K/O 

Result
Opposition Comp

Venue 
Scorers

Sat 12 Jul 2-2 AFC Hornchurch PS J.Brown, Tombides

Tue 15 Jul 2-1 Havant & Waterlooville PS Lee 2

Sat 19 Jul 0-0 Shakhtar Donetsk ASTC -

Sun 20 Jul 4-2 RCD Espanyol ASTC Lee 2, McCallum, Cullen

Wed 23 Jul 1-0 Sutton United PS Trialist

Tue 29 Jul 2-0 Braintree Town PS Lee 2

Sat 2 Aug 0-3 Newport County PS -

Tue 5 Aug 3-2 Woking PS Lee 3

Fri 8 Aug 1-1 Aston Villa PS Gordon

Tue 12 Aug 0-5 PSV PS -

Mon 18 Aug 1-2 Tottenham Hotspur BU21PL Bywater

Fri 22 Aug 1-2 Southampton BU21PL Wojcik Kosela

Sun 31 Aug 1-1 Manchester City BU21PL Sadlier

Fri 12 Sep 0-4 Liverpool BU21PL -

Fri 19 Sep 1-1 Fulham BU21PL Lee

Mon 29 Sep 2-0 Sunderland BU21PL Lee 2

Wed 15 Oct 3-5 Bilbao Athletic BPLIC Own-goal, Lee, Bywater

Fri 24 Oct 1-2 Manchester United BU21PL Lee

Wed 5 Nov 0-1 Norwich City BU21PL -

Wed 19 Nov 7pm PSV Eindhoven BPLIC Boleyn Ground

Mon 1 Dec 7pm Chelsea BU21PL Rush Green

Mon 8 Dec 7pm Fulham BPLIC Rush Green

Mon 15 Dec 7pm Everton BU21PL Southport FC

Mon 5 Jan 7pm Leicester City BU21PL Rush Green

Fri 9 Jan 7pm Tottenham Hotspur BU21PL Rush Green

Mon 26 Jan 2.30pm Southampton BU21PL Southampton FC Training Ground

Fri 6 Feb 7pm Fulham BU21PL Rush Green

Mon 23 Feb 7pm Liverpool BU21PL St Helens RFC

Mon 9 Mar 7pm Sunderland BU21PL Eppleton

Fri 13 Mar 7pm Manchester City BU21PL Boleyn Ground

Tue 7 Apr 7pm Manchester United BU21PL Leigh Sports Village

Fri 17 Apr 7pm Norwich City BU21PL Rush Green

Sun 3 May 1pm Chelsea BU21PL Aldershot Town FC

Fri 8 May 7pm Everton BU21PL Rush Green

Mon 18 May 7pm Leicester City BU21PL King Power Stadium

TBC TBC Millwall BU21PLCRO32 TBC

Home matches in bold
Key:  BU21PL – Barclays U21 Premier League, BU21PL C – Barclays U21 Premier League Cup, PLIC – 
Premier League International Cup, PS – Pre-season match, ASTC – Absolute Sports Travel Cup

All fixtures are subject to change
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Scan the QR 
code to watch 
West Ham TV 
highlights

AFTER two consecutive defeats 
it was good to see the U18s 
getting back to winning ways 
with a 1-0 win at Norwich City 
last Saturday.

We dominated possession 
from the start and as the 
game went on, we created a 
number of good chances. Their 
goalkeeper had a fantastic game 
as he made two absolutely 
outstanding saves. As the game 
went on I thought it was going 
to be one of those days where 
you press and press but don’t 
get the reward. However, we 
never gave up and kept pushing 
for that goal. 

Luckily, with two minutes to 
go we got the breakthrough we 
deserved. That spirit and desire 
within the squad is very pleasing 
to see. Obviously Steve Potts 
and I ask a lot of the boys, but a 
lot of it comes from them first 
and foremost. 

I think we’re one of the 
hardest-working sides in the 
league and that has stood us 
in good stead this season. I’m 
sure if you asked any of the 
opposition managers we’ve 
faced so far, they would say 
exactly the same thing.    

Another particularly pleasing 
aspect of Saturday’s game was 
to see Jerry Amoo get on the 
scoresheet on his return from a 

long injury. Jerry’s playing time 
has been severely limited after 
he picked up an injury on the 
very first day of the season.   

We didn’t quite realise how 
serious the injury was at the time 
but he’s been back in training 
for about three weeks now. It 
has taken a while for him to get 
back to match fitness but he’s 
getting back to his best, which is 
excellent to see.

TOP OF THE TABLE
APART from the defeats to 
Fulham and Aston Villa, I think 
overall we’ve had a very good 
start to the season. We were 
unbeaten after eight games and 
we’re currently joint-top of the 
Barclays U18 Premier League 
South Group with Chelsea.

Taking 19 points from eleven 
games is a good return which 
we are all very pleased with 
but at this level, we don’t set 
any targets or concentrate too 
much on the table because 
our focus is developing young 
players. Obviously we want to 
win games of football but it’s all 
about players progressing into 
the Development Squad and 
hopefully one day into the first 
team here at West Ham United. 

Despite it only being early 
November we are already 
halfway through the league 
season. Overall, we’re doing well 
and the squad are improving 
collectively and as individual 
players, but I still think we can do 
better. We push the boys hard 
and ask a lot of them because 
we want them to achieve their 
potential and become the best 
players they can be.  

Another positive this season 
has been the number of U18s 
squad members going on 
to play for the Development 
Squad, which is what the 

Academy is all about. So far this 
year, seven youth players have 
featured for the Dev Squad 
which is a better indicator of our 
progress than league positions.

As well as Reece Burke, who 
has played for the first team, our 
other central defenders have 
done superbly as well. Young 
Josh Pask and Manny Onariase 
have played for the Dev Squad 
in recent games against top 
sides such as Bilbao Athletic and 
Manchester United. There’s a big 
step up between age groups but 
I think they’ve handled it really 
well. They’re on a steep learning 
curve at the moment, but in the 
long run that is only going to 
help them improve and progress.

INTERNATIONAL BRIGHT 
YOUNG THINGS
WE have also got Reece Oxford 
who is still only an U16 but he 
looks comfortable playing in the 
U21s. He recently captained the 
England U17s as they qualified 
for next summer’s European 
Championship, which is another 
terrific achievement for the lad.

Looking at the U16s, Vashon 
Neufville and Jahmal Hector-
Ingram have also represented 
England at U16 level which 
was another proud moment 

West Ham United U18s assistant manager MARK PHILLIPS writes 
exclusively for the Official Programme

ACADEMY

Mark Phillips

Jerry Amoo 
scored the 

winner at 
Norwich City 

after a long injury
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2014/15 BARCLAYS U18 PREMIER LEAGUE SOUTH
Pos Team P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Chelsea 10 6 1 3 33 19 14 19
2 West Ham United 11 5 4 2 21 14 7 19
3 Brighton & Hove Albion 11 6 1 4 20 16 4 19
4 Leicester City 9 5 2 2 16 9 7 17
5 Tottenham Hotspur 11 4 5 2 22 22 0 17
6 Arsenal 10 4 3 3 19 12 7 15
7 West Bromwich Albion 11 4 3 4 19 17 2 15
8 Fulham 9 4 1 4 13 14 -1 13
9 Southampton 11 3 3 5 19 17 2 12

10 Aston Villa 10 3 3 4 13 29 -16 12
11 Reading 11 2 2 7 14 26 -12 8
12 Norwich City 10 1 2 7 8 22 -14 5

Player BU21PL 
Apps

BU21PL 
Goals

BU21PLC 
Apps

BU21PLC 
Goals

PLIC 
Apps

PLIC 
Goals

Fatia Adebayo 1 (1) - - - - -

Tunje Akinola 6 - - - - -

Jerry Amoo 4 1 - - - -

Kieran Bailey 3 (5) 1 - - - -

Clarke Bogard 3 - - - - -

Oscar Borg 3 (2) 1 - - - -

Jordan Brown 8 6 - - - -

Tim Brown 1 - - - - -

Marcus Browne 7 1 - - - -

Matt Carter 2 (1) - - - - -

Grady Diangana 9 2 - - - -

Ross Elsom 1 - - - - -

Jahmal Hector-Ingram 2 1 - - - -

Sam Howes 6 - - - - -

Kyle Knoyle 4 - - - - -

Joseph Linley* 1 (3) - - - - -

Vashon Neufville 7 (1) - - - - -

Emmanuel Onariase 9 2 - - - -

Djair Parfitt-Williams 10 3 - - - -

Josh Pask 4 1 - - - -

Alex Pike 7 1 - - - -

Joe Powell 2 (2) - - - - -

Decarrey Sheriff 3 (4) - - - - -

Noha Sylvestre 9 (1) - - - - -

2014/15 Appearances and Goals

Date
K/O 

Result
Opposition Comp

Venue 
Scorers

Sat 16 Aug 3-1 West Bromwich Albion BU18PL Parfitt-Williams, Diangana, Onariase

Sat 23 Aug 0-0 Leicester City BU18PL -

Sat 30 Aug 3-3 Tottenham Hotspur BU18PL Brown 2, Onariase

Sat 13 Sep 2-2 Chelsea BU18PL Browne, Brown

Sat 20 Sep 3-2 Southampton BU18PL Hector-Ingram, Brown, Bailey

Sat 27 Sep 4-0 Reading BU18PL Pask, Diangana, Brown, Borg

Sat 4 Oct 3-0 Brighton & Hove Albion BU18PL Own-goal, Parfitt-Williams, J.Brown

Sat 11 Oct 0-0 Arsenal BU18PL -

Sat 18 Oct 1-3 Fulham BU18PL Pike (pen)

Sat 25 Oct 1-3 Aston Villa BU18PL Parfitt-Williams

Sat 1 Nov 1-0 Norwich City BU18PL Amoo

Sat 22 Nov 12noon Leicester City BU18PL Training Ground, Leicester

Sat 29 Nov 12noon West Bromwich Albion BU18PL Rush Green

Sat 6 Dec 11am Tottenham Hotspur BU18PL Tottenham Hotspur Academy

Sat 20 Dec 11am Chelsea BU18PL Little Heath

Sat 10 Jan 11am Reading BU18PL Little Heath

Sat 17 Jan 12noon Southampton BU18PL Staplewood Training Ground

Sat 24 Jan 11am Brighton & Hove Albion BU18PL Little Heath

Sat 31 Jan 11am Arsenal BU18PL Arsenal Training Centre

Sat 7 Feb 11am Fulham BU18PL Little Heath

Sat 14 Feb 12noon Aston Villa BU18PL Bodymoor Heath Training Ground

Sat 21 Feb 12noon Norwich City BU18PL Rush Green

Home matches in bold   Key: BU18PL – Barclays U21 Premier League, FAYC – FA Youth Cup

for them and their families but 
also everyone connected to the 
Academy at Rush Green.

The upcoming international 
break gives us an opportunity to 
get the squad back to full fitness 
and iron out some areas we feel 
need working on. While we’ve 
had a good start to the season we 
can’t sit back as we know there’s a 
lot more football to be played. 

Our next game is away at 
Leicester City on Saturday 22 
November while the FA Youth 
Cup is about to get started. 
Having lost in our first match in 
the competition last season at 
Accrington Stanley, we’re keen 
to put that to bed and we’re 
are all looking forward to the 
opportunity of putting that right. 
It’s a great tournament which 
everybody wants to compete in.

MATCH FACTS
Barclays U18 Premier League, 
Saturday 25 October 2014,  
Little Heath

U18s 1
Parfitt-Williams
Aston Villa 3
U18s: Bogard, Sylvestre, Borg, 
Browne, Carter, Knoyle, Amoo, 
Bailey, Sheriff, Diangana, Parfitt-
Williams
Subs not used: Boness, Elsom, 
Rodriguez, Douglas

Barclays U18 Premier League, 
Saturday 18 October 2014, 
Motspur Park

Norwich 0 
U18s 1
Amoo
U18s: Howes, Pike, Borg, 
Carter, Akinola, Onariase, Amoo, 
Browne, Powell (Sheriff), Bailey 
(Sylvestre), Parfitt-Williams
Subs not used: Bogard, Elsom, 
Eggleton

Manny Onariase in action for
the Development Squad



Can he kick it?

Yes he can. Philip’s been with the West Ham United Kicks 
programme since he was 12. He’s gone from attendee to 
community role model through his passion for the Hammers. 

Thank you Philip, you are the true spirit of the game.

Barclays Bank PLC is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial 
Services Register No. 122702). Barclays Bank PLC. Registered in England. Registered No. 1026167. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP.

@BarclaysFootyBarclays FootballWho would you thank?
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YOU often hear of the sacrifices 
that players have had to make 
in order to develop in football 
and West Ham United’s Swiss 
midfielder Noha Sylvestre is 
certainly no exception. 

The 16-year-old central 
midfielder is already an 
integral part of the U18 squad, 
having started every game so 
far this season. Considering 
his commanding on field 
performances he is surprisingly 
softly spoken.

In his first-ever interview in 
English, he chronicles his career 
to date so far: “I was four when 
I first played football with my 
friends. I soon started to play for 
my village Sunday league team, 
and then I joined the Swiss 
academy a few years later.”

The fact that Basel-born 
Sylvestre is now plying his trade 
for the Hammers is testament 
to the wide-ranging scouting 
network in place at the club. 
As he explains: “Someone was 
watching a game I was playing 
for Concordia Basel Under-
16s. He was looking at one 
of the strikers we had but he 
noticed me and said ‘Who’s that 
midfielder, the No6?’ After that, I 
came for a trial and then joined 
the Club.”

Since joining, Sylvestre has 
been on a steep learning curve 
as he moved away from his 
home town and had to adapt to 
the physicality of the Barclays 
U18 Premier League. 

“The first month was very 
hard. Living without my family 
and friends, I left everything in 
Switzerland. But the team here 
have helped me a lot, they’ve 
been very good. 

“When I came here I was really 
scared. I was concentrating really 
hard in training. It’s very different 
to football in Switzerland. 
Football here is massive, it is the 

most popular sport. I really enjoy 
it here, it’s magic. 

“Football in Switzerland is 
famous but not as famous as 
in England. You can see in the 
street, everyone is talking about 
football the whole time. It’s 
incredible.”

When asked to choose 
what he believes are his best 
attributes, he says: “I think 
passing. I’m good at long-range 
balls as well as shorter passes. I 
prefer to make a good pass than 
score a goal.”

It is this modesty, and the 
desire to put the team ahead of 
himself, that have made him so 
popular with his teammates and 
coaches alike. 

Given his style of play, it is 
perhaps unsurprising who 

Sylvestre names as his role 
model: “My favourite player is 
Xavi Alonso, I think he is the best 
midfielder in the world.” 

Similarly to his idol, Sylvestre’s 
skills lie in his range of passing as 
well as his willingness to do the 
so called ‘dirty work’ for the team, 
closing down opponents and 
tough tackling, Noha is enjoying 
his first season at U18 level. 

“I just enjoy every game. 
We’ve got a very good team. 
We’re playing really well at the 
moment, but I think we can still 
do better. I’ve enjoyed every 
single game so far. 

Despite only joining the 
Hammers recently, Sylvestre 
feels he has already improved: 
“Of course, the tempo and the 
level of fitness required is a 
different level and I’ve definitely 
improved as a result.  

“The coaches, Steve Potts 
and Mark Phillips, have really 
helped me. I think they’re both 
very good coaches, I really like 
working with them.

“I like working with Terry 
Westley too. He’s really 
dedicated and focused. If you ask 
him a question he’ll take the time 
to explain things, he’ll talk for 15 
minutes if you need him to! It’s 
really good to work with him.”

While the Swiss has taken that 
advice on board and made an 
impressive start to the season 
as a first-year scholar, he is 
confident he can improve: “I 
want to play every game, I don’t 
want to get injured, that’s the 
first thing. I want to continue to 
work hard every day.” 

NOHA SYLVESTRE
First-year scholar
BORN: 29 December 1997, 
Basel, Switzerland
POSITION: Midfielder
U18S APPEARANCES: 9
U18S GOALS: 0

ACADEMY ACE
Swiss youngster NOHA SYLVESTRE has made a promising 

start to life in English football
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2014/15 FA WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE SOUTHERN DIVISION
Pos Team P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Cardiff City 9 7 1 1 34 9 25 22
2 Brighton & Hove Albion 10 7 1 2 31 14 17 22
3 Portsmouth 9 7 1 1 25 9 16 22
4 Charlton Athletic 10 7 0 3 38 16 22 21
5 West Ham United Ladies 9 6 0 3 18 10 8 18
6 Tottenham Hotspur 9 5 1 3 21 19 2 16
7 Lewes 10 3 1 6 16 16 0 10
8 Plymouth Argyle 8 3 1 4 12 21 -9 10
9 Queens Park Rangers 7 3 0 4 17 17 0 9

10 Gillingham 9 2 0 7 16 30 -14 6
11 Copeswood (Coventry) 8 1 0 7 5 23 -16 3
12 Keynsham Town 10 0 0 10 7 56 -49 0

Goalscoring winger Sarah McCrea is relishing Sunday’s 
visit of league leaders Cardiff Ladies

LADIES
WEST Ham United Ladies 
winger Sarah McCrea believes 
that the best is still yet to come 
for the Hammers this season.

After some bitterly 
disappointing defeats by 
Tottenham Hotspur, Keynsham 
Town and Copsewood 
(Coventry) in the opening 
weeks of the season, the 
Hammers have turned their 
fortunes round to pick up some 
impressive victories, including 
gaining revenge against the 
aforementioned trio.

With the Ladies just four points 
behind FA Women’s Premier 
League Southern Division 
leaders Cardiff City Ladies, 
the former Charlton Athletic 
midfielder revealed that she 
feels both the club and herself 
have more to offer on the pitch.

“Recently our performances 
have improved dramatically,” 
revealed McCrea. “We’ve really 
pulled together and had the belief 
in ourselves to fulfil our potential, 
resulting in some excellent 
performances and results. 

“I feel that our consistency is 
beginning to show, and now we 
need to push on and utilise the 
positive energy we possess at 
the moment.

“Personally I am loving every 
moment on the pitch. Things 
seem to be falling into place 
and luck has been on my side. 
However I do feel that I have 

a lot more give and with the 
hard work I am putting in at the 
moment, training-wise, I feel 
that the best is yet to come.”

HUNGER AND DESIRE
THE Hammers earned two vital 
wins at Tottenham Hotspur in 
the past few weeks, picking up a 
2-0 victory in the league before 
edging a penalty shootout in the 
Capital Women’s Cup. McCrea 
believes that both showed just 
what the Hammers are capable 
of this season.

“In the Spurs league game 
away from home, we certainly 
showed ourselves and others 
what we are made of. We fought 
for each other and finally gelled 
as unit, showing the hunger, 
desire and perseverance needed 

to overcome a good Spurs side. 
“It was a fantastic game to 

be a part of! Physically I knew I 
had been in a battle for about a 
week after, or maybe that’s just 
my age!

“The second Spurs away game 
was undoubtedly one of my 
favourite games for a while. I 
assisted the first goal early from 
a corner and felt optimistic 
that we were going to boss the 
game, but Spurs kept coming 
back, drawing level four times to 
force the shootout.”

McCrea enjoyed an 
outstanding game herself, 
netting two goals, including a 
wonderful 30-yard volley.

“I saw the ball hanging in 
the air for what seemed like 
an eternity, and heard Vicky 
[Kinsman] screaming for the 
through ball. I decided to be 
greedy and take the volley on 
my weaker right foot. 

“I saw the goalie off her line 
and managed to strike the ball 
so sweetly. I looked up and saw 
the goalie rooted to the ground. 
The ball seemed to take forever 
to reach the goal and dip down. 

“Personally I thought it was 
going over then I saw my 
teammates charging towards me 
and saw the ball end up in the 
top corner. It was a very special 
goal for me, one I will remember 
for a while with a smile!”

GOALS GALORE
MCCREA has been in red hot 
form, finding the back of the net 
eight times in just nine games in 
all competitions so far. However, 
she will not rest on that record.

“Eight goals in nine games is a 
nice stat to attain and I’d love to 
keep the goals-to-games ratio 
up,” continued McCrea. 

“I set myself the target to be the 
best I can possibly be, and to always 
give 100 per cent on the pitch. 

The midfielder has been in 
fine form this season
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2014/15 Fixtures and Results

Date
K/O 

Result
Opposition Comp

Venue 
Scorers

Sun 24 Aug 2-1 Queens Park Rangers L Morgan, Blanchflower

Sun 31 Aug 1-3 LC Sherwood

Thu 4 Sep 1-2 Tottenham Hotspur L McCrea

Sun 7 Sep 1-0 Lewes L Little

Sun 14 Sep 0-1 Copeswood (Coventry) LFC L -

Sun 21 Sep 5-2 Plymouth Argyle L Kinsman, Little, McCrea 3

Sun 28 Sep 0-3 Portsmouth Ladies L -

Thu 2 Oct 2-0 Tottenham Hotspur L Lipley-Hinton, Bowers

Sun 5 Oct 4-1 Keynsham Town L Blanchflower, Mellors, McCrea, Kinsman

Sun 19 Oct Tottenham Hotspur LCC1 Bowers, McCrea 2, Kinsman

Thu 23 Oct 1-3 Charlton Athletic LCC2 Kinsman

Sun 26 Oct 2pm Copeswood (Coventry) LFC L Mellors, Kinsman, McCrea

Sun 9 Nov 2pm Cardiff City L Aveley FC

Sun 14 Dec 2pm Charlton Athletic L Sporting Club Thamesmead

Sun 4 Jan 2pm Keynsham Town L Keynsham Town FC

Sun 25 Jan 2pm Brighton & Hove Albion L Sussex FA

Sun 1 Feb 2pm Gillingham L Aveley FC

Sun 22 Feb 2pm Brighton & Hove Albion L Aveley FC

Sun 1 Mar 2pm Charlton Athletic L Aveley FC

Sun 22 Mar 2pm Queens Park Rangers L Aveley FC

Sun 29 Mar 2pm Gillingham L Gillingham FC

Sun 5 Apr 2pm Cardiff City L Cardiff Athletics Stadium

Sun 12 Apr 2pm Lewes L Aveley FC

TBC TBC Leafield Athletic LP Aveley FC

TBC 2pm Portsmouth Ladies L Havant & Waterlooville FC

TBC 2pm Plymouth Argyle L Elburton Villa FC

(West Ham United score first. All fixtures are subject to change)

Key:  L – FA Women’s Premier League Southern Division, LC – FA Women’s Premier League Cup, 
FAWC – FA Women’s Cup – LCC – London Capital Cup – Home matches in bold

Player L  
Apps

L  
Goals

LC  
Apps

LC 
Goals

FAWC  
Apps

FAWC 
Goals

LCC  
Apps

LCC  
Goals

Jess Barling 2 - 1 - - - - -

Ruby Baxter 4 (1) - 1 - - - - -

Kelley Blanchflower 8 2 1 - - - 2 -

Katie Bottom 7 (1) - 0 (1) - - - 2 -

April Bowers 4 (1) 1 - - - - 2 1

Alma Donohoe 1 (2) - 0 (1) - - - 0 (1) -

Rian Humphreys 0 (2) - - - - - - -

Sasha Kelly 0 (1) - - - - - - -

Vicky King 9 - 1 - - - 2 -

Vicky Kinsman 9 3 1 - - - 2 2

Zoe Lipley-Hinton 6 (1) 1 - - - - 2 -

Stacey Little 9 2 1 - - - 2 -

Whitney Locke 1 (1) - - - - - 0 (1) -

Emily Masters - - - - - - 0 (2) -

Sarah McCrea 9 6 1 - - - 2 2

Lily Mellors 2 (6) 2 0 (1) - - - 2 -

Lindsey Morgan 2 (1) 1 1 - - - - -

Danica Revell 9 - 1 - - - 2 -

Nikita Runnacles 9 - 1 - - - 2 -

Emma Sherwood 8 (1) - 1 1 - - - -

Abbie Solly 0 (1) - - - - - - -

“Whether that be to score or 
assist, I don’t mind, but now I’m 
feeling a positive pressure to 
keep the goals coming!”

Last weekend, the Hammers 
saw their away fixture at 
Portsmouth postponed just four 
hours before kick-off due to 
an unplayable pitch, giving the 
players an extra week of rest 
ahead Sunday’s home league 
game with Cardiff.

The speedy winger knows that 
the current table-toppers will 
be tough opposition when they 
meet at Mill Field, but believes 
that a stronger opposition will 
bring a better performance out 
of Julian Dicks’ team.

“Cardiff are a strong side, 
but they are also a side I relish 
playing against. In previous 
encounters the game has 
always been a good battle. 

“I feel that we really raise our 
game when we come face to 
face with stronger opposition 
and I am feeling hungry for a 
good result this weekend. 

“We are going into the game 
fresh and we should be very 
eager to take some points of our 
travelling opposition.

“Our team seems to be 
growing in strength week 
by week! Hopefully we can 
continue to progress and, 
fingers crossed, build on our 
recent success so that we can 
end the season with some 
silverware!”

Kick-off at Aveley FC is at 
2pm on Sunday, with admission 
priced at £4 for Adults and £2 
for U16s. Parking is free!

MATCH FACTS
London Capital Cup second round, 
Thursday 23 October 2014, Mill Field
Ladies 1
Kinsman
Charlton Athletic 3
Ladies: Runnacles, King (Donohoe), 
Revell, Little, Bottom, Bowers, 
Lipley-Hinton (Masters), McCrea, 
Blanchflower, Mellors (Locke), 
Kinsman
Subs not used: Humphreys, Baxter

FA Women’s Premier League Southern 
Division, Sunday 26 October 2014, 
Mill Field
Copsewood (Coventry) 0
Mellors, Kinsman, McCrea
Ladies 3
Ladies: Runnacles, King (Humphreys), 
Revell, Little (c), Bottom, Lipley-
Hinton, Bowers, McCrea, Blanchflower 
(Kelly), Mellors (Sherwood), Kinsman
Subs not used: Baxter, Masters

4-4 (aet, won 
5-3 on pens)
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2014/15 MATCH TICKETS

HOME MATCHES

ARGENTINA V CROATIA
International friendly
Wednesday 12 November 2012, 7.45pm

FAMILY TICKET PRICES (SIR TREVOR BROOKING STAND UPPER)
• £60 (Two Adults/Two Under-16s)
STANDARD TICKET PRICES
• £25 for Adults, £15 for Over-65s and Under-16s
DISABLED TICKET PRICES
• £25 for Adults, £15 for Over-65s and Under-16s including  
complimentary carer

V NEWCASTLE UNITED
Barclays Premier League
Saturday 29 November 2014, 3pm
CATEGORY B

ON SALE DATES:
• Standard and Disabled Tickets are on General Sale
• Unused Bondholder seats released for General Sale on Saturday 15 
November 2014, 9am

V SWANSEA CITY
Barclays Premier League
Sunday 7 December 2014, 1.30pm
CATEGORY B – ACADEMY MEMBERS MATCH

ON SALE DATES: 
• Standard and Disabled Tickets are on General Sale
• Unused Bondholder seats will be released for General Sale on Monday 24 
November 2014

V LEICESTER CITY
Barclays Premier League
Saturday 20 December 2014, 3pm
CATEGORY C

ON SALE DATES: 
• Standard and Disabled Tickets are on sale to Academy/Youth Academy 
members
• Season Ticket Holders Additional Tickets: Monday 10 November
• General Sale: Tuesday 11 November
• Unused Bondholder seats released for General Sale on Saturday  
6 December 2014

AWAY MATCHES

V EVERTON
Barclays Premier League
Saturday 22 November 2014, 3pm

ALLOCATION:
• Initially 1,800 Standard Tickets, rising to 3,000 subject to demand
STANDARD TICKET PRICES:
• Lower Bullens: £34 Adults, £21.75 Over-65s, £17 Under-16s
• Paddock: £37 Adults, £23.25 Over-65s, £18.50 Under-16s
DISABLED TICKET PRICES:
• 13 wheelchair spaces: £37 Adults, £23.25 Over 65s, £18.50 Under-16s 
including complimentary carer
ON SALE DATES:
• Standard and Disabled Tickets are on General Sale
COACH TRAVEL:
• Leave the Boleyn Ground at 8.30am
• Season Ticket Holder and Academy/Youth Academy Members: £34 Adults/ 
£31 Concessions
• Non-members: £39 Adults, £36 Over-65s/Under-16s

V WEST BROMWICH ALBION
Barclays Premier League
Tuesday 2 December 2014, 8pm

ALLOCATION:
• Up to 3,000 Standard Tickets
STANDARD TICKET PRICES:
• £25 Adults, £20 Over-60s, £15 Students/Under-21s, £10 Under-17s
• In the event this fixture reaches general sale Season Ticket Holders may 
purchase an additional ticket for a friend for just £10 for adults and £5 for  
Over-60s, Students, Under-21s and Under-17s

DISABLED TICKET PRICES:
• 13 wheelchair spaces: £10 Adults, Over-60s, Students, U21s, Under-17s 
including complimentary carer 
• 13 ambulant seats: £10 Adults, Over-60s, Students, U21s, Under-17s including 
complimentary carer
ON SALE DATES:
• Standard and Disabled Tickets are on General Sale
COACH TRAVEL:
• Leave the Boleyn Ground at 3.30pm
• Season Ticket Holder and Academy/Youth Academy Members: £22 Adults, 
£19 Concessions
• Non-members: £27 Adults, £24 Over-65s/Under-16s

V SUNDERLAND
Barclays Premier League
Saturday 13 December 2014, 3pm

ALLOCATION:
• Up to 3,000 Standard Tickets
STANDARD TICKET PRICES:
• £29 Adults, £19 Over-65s, £10 Under-16s
DISABLED TICKET PRICES:
• 10 wheelchair spaces: £29 Adults, £19 Over-65s, £10 Under-16s including 
complimentary carer 
• 10 ambulant seats: £29 Adults, £19 Over-65s, £10 Under-16s including 
complimentary carer
ON SALE DATES:
• Tickets are on sale to Priority Point Post applicants, Corporate/Bondholders 
and Season Ticket Holders
• Academy Members/Youth Academy Members Sale: 9am Monday 10 
November
• General Sale: 9am Tuesday 11 November.
COACH TRAVEL:
• Leave the Boleyn Ground at 7am
• Season Ticket Holder and Academy/Youth Academy Members: £39 Adults, 
£36 Concessions
• Non-members: £44 Adults, £41 Over-65s/Under-16s

HALF-SEASON TICKETS
HALF-SEASON TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!
COVERING the final nine home games of the Barclays 
Premier League season, 2014/15 Half-Season Tickets 
are the only way to make sure of your seat for the 
exciting visits of title-chasing Chelsea, Louis van Gaal’s 
Manchester United and the final home game of the 
season against free-scoring Everton.
With places on the 2015/16 Season Ticket waiting list 
filling up fast, being a Season Ticket Holder/Half-Season 
Ticket Holder in 2014/15 is the only way to guarantee 
your seat for the final season at the Boleyn Ground.
For details of how to buy your Half-Season Ticket now, 
please see page 75.
Half-Season Ticket prices are as follows:



75WHUFC.COM

HOW TO BUY MATCHDAY TICKETS

STANDARD TICKETS
Online: whufcboxoffice.com

Email: ticketoffice@westhamunited.co.uk

Telephone: 0871 529 1966 via Option 3* (9am-5pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-1pm Saturdays**)
0871 529 1966 via Option 1* (See Call Centre open 24 hours)
*Calls cost 10p per minute plus network extras

In Person: Non-Matchdays: Alpari Stand Ticket Office, 9am-5pm, 
Monday-Saturday.
Matchday Saturdays: 9am-kick-off and after final whistle.
Matchday Sundays: 10am-kick-off (subject to kick-off time).
Matchday Midweek: 9am-kick-off unless stated.

Postal Application: WHUFC Ticket Office, Po Box 6731, London, E13 9RA
Booking Fees: Online: £1 Bondholders/Season Ticket Holders/
Academy and Youth Academy Members, £2 Non-Members.
Telephone/Postal: £1.50 per ticket Bondholders/Season Ticket Holders/
Academy and Youth Academy, £2.50 per ticket Non-Members.

DISABLED/AMBULANT TICKETS
The Boleyn Ground has 111 wheelchair spaces, all have provision for 
a carer to be sat with the supporter. We also have a further 400 seats 
provided for the use of ambulant supporters.

Disability Liaison Officer: Julie Pidgeon

Email: disabledinfo@westhamunited.co.uk

Telephone: 0845 217 1332

Fax: 020 8548 2757

In Person: Non-Matchdays: Alpari Stand Ticket Office, 9am-5pm, 
Monday-Saturday.
Matchday Saturdays: 9am-kick-off and after final whistle.
Matchday Sundays: 10am-kick-off (subject to kick-off time).
Matchday Midweek: 9am-kick-off unless stated.

Postal Application: WHUFC Ticket Office, PO Box 6731, 
London, E13 9RA

PRIORITY POINT AWAY MATCH TICKET APPLICATIONS
Priority Points are used for Season Ticket Holders’ applications when 
away fixtures are oversubscribed.

For each away fixture attended one Priority Point is added to the 
Season Ticket Holder’s account. All Priority Points are valid for the 
previous and the current season combined.

When demand for an away fixture outstrips the number of 
tickets available, those with the greatest number of Priority Points 
will be processed first working downwards until the allocation 
is sold out.

If applying with other Season Ticket Holders, the whole Priority 
Point application form will be filed and processed in order 
of those with the lowest number of Priority Points upon the 
application form.

COACH TRAVEL
West Ham United organise Official Supporter Coach Travel to 
selected away fixtures. Booking is available by Telephone, by 
Post or In Person.

Telephone: 0871 529 1966 via Option 3* (9am-5pm Monday- 
Saturdays) *Calls cost 10p per minute plus network extras
Postal Application: Download the 2014/15 Priority Point Form and 
send it to WHUFC Ticket Office, PO Box 6731, London, E13 9RA

In Person: Non-Matchdays: Alpari Stand Ticket Office, 9am-5pm, 
Monday-Saturday.
Matchday Saturdays: 9am-kick-off and after final whistle.
Matchday Sundays: 10am-kick-off (subject to kick-off time).
Matchday Midweek: 9am-kick-off unless stated.
Booking Fees: £1.50 per Seat.

CUSTOMER SERVICES
At West Ham United we want to make sure that all of our 
supporters receive a fast & efficient service when purchasing 
match tickets. Great efforts are made to ensure that our supporters 
receive as high a level of service as is possible when buying tickets 
either online, via telephone or in person. Should you have a 
complaint from a recent experience of purchasing tickets or have 
any comments on the service in general please email ticketoffice@
westhamunited.co.uk. All genuine complaints and issues will be 
dealt with by a member of our customer services team who will 
reply personally within 28 days of being received.

TICKET PRICES
Category A fixtures: Arsenal, Chelsea, Everton, Liverpool, Manchester City, Manchester United, 
Tottenham Hotspur
Category B fixtures: Aston Villa, Burnley, Crystal Palace, Hull City, Leicester City, Newcastle United, 
Queens Park Rangers, Southampton, Stoke City, Sunderland, Swansea City, West Bromwich Albion
Category C fixture: TBC
ACADEMY/YOUTH ACADEMY MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT PERIOD
*Academy/Youth Academy Members save £5 on Barclays Premier League home match tickets 
during an Exclusive Discount Period.
SPECIAL MATCHES
Academy Member Half-Price: Academy and Youth Academy Members receive a 50 per cent 
discount.
Youth Academy Free: Youth Academy Members receive a FREE ticket when applying in advance.
Kids For A Quid: All Under-16s tickets are priced at £1.

  
Category 

A 
Adult Over-65 

& 
Young 
Adult 

Youth 
Academy 

Adult Over-
65 

Under-
16 

 Member* Non-Member 

Band 1 £70* £36* £36* £75 £41 £41 

Band 2 £65* £35* £35* £70 £40 £40 

Band 3 £60* £30* £30* £65 £35 £35 

Band 4 £50* £27* £27* £55 £32 £32 

Rest. View £55* £28* £28* £60 £33 £33 

Disabled £40* £27* £27* £45 £32 £32 

  
  

Category 
B 

Adult Over-65 
& 

Young 
Adult 

Youth 
Academy 

Adult Over-
65 

Under-
16 

 Member* Non-Member 

Band 1 £55* £28* £23* £60 £33 £33 

Band 2 £51* £26* £21* £56 £31 £31 

Band 3 £48* £25* £20* £53 £30 £30 

Band 4 £38* £20* £15* £43 £25 £25 

Rest. View £44* £23* £18* £49 £28 £28 

Disabled £28* £20* £15* £33 £25 £25 

  
  

Category 
C 

Adult Over-65 
& 

Young 
Adult 

Youth 
Academy 

Adult Over-65 Under-
16 

 Member* Non-Member 

Band 1 £30* £20* £20* £30 £20 £20 

Band 2 £30* £20* £20* £30 £20 £20 

Band 3 £20* £15* £15* £20 £15 £15 

Band 4 £20* £15* £15* £20 £15 £15 

Rest. View £20* £15* £15* £20 £15 £15 

Disabled £20* £15* £15* £20 £15 £15 
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AWAY DAY

EVERTON
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE
SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
2014, 3PM

>

>

>

OVER 
LAND 
AND 
SEA TO…

MAP

WHERE ARE WE OFF TO?
GOODISON Park, Goodison Road, 
Liverpool, L4 4EL

HOW BIG IS IT? 39,572

WHERE DO I SIT? 
BULLENS Road Stand Lower

HOW MANY TICKETS HAVE  
WE GOT?
INITIALLY 1,800 Standard Tickets, 
rising to 3,000 subject to demand.

HOW FAR IS IT?  227 miles 

HOW DO I GET THERE BY CAR?
TAKE the northbound M1 out of 
London to Junction 19, then take 
the sliproad left onto M6 signposted 
Birmingham/Coventry (North)/
The NORTH WEST. At Junction 
21A Croft Interchange, take the 
sliproad left to M62 signposted 

Liverpool/Southport/Warrington (N). 
Follow the M62 until the end of the 
motorway until the name changes 
to A5080/Bowring Park Road. At the 
traffic lights, take the A5058 towards 
Liverpool. After 3.6 miles, turn left at 
the traffic lights into Walton Lane. 
After 0.5 miles, Goodison Park will 
appear on your right-hand side. 
If you arrive early, street parking 
is available in the streets around 
Walton Lane. Otherwise, you can 
find pay car parks in Stanley Park and 
near Anfield. 

CAN THE TRAIN TAKE THE 
STRAIN?
NON-STOP services leave London 

Euston for Liverpool Lime Street 
at 09.07, 10.07 and 11.07, arriving 
on Merseyside at 11.21, 12.21, 13.21 
respectively. Alternatively, services 
leave London at .10 and .40 minutes 
past the hour, but require a change at 
Crewe. This adds about 15 minutes 
to the journey. From Lime Street, the 
easiest option is to take a taxi from 
outside the station to Goodison Park, 
which will cost about £8. Otherwise, 
walk the short distance to Liverpool 
Bus Station and catch the 19, 19a, 20, 
21 or 311 to Goodison Park for about 
£1.80. After the game, direct services 
leave Lime Street at 17.47 and 18.48, 

arriving at Euston at 19.59 and 21.16 
respectively. At the time of writing, an 
Adult return costs £79.70 on  
www.nationalrail.co.uk

CAN I GO BY COACH?
FOR coach travel information, turn 
to page 74.

WHERE TO ENJOY 
A PRE-MATCH 
PINT – WITH 
‘GOOD BEER 
GUIDE’ EDITOR 
ROGER PROTZ
THE Baltic Fleet, 
33 Wapping, on 

the waterfront, is Liverpool’s only 
brewpub and is based in a Grade 
II-listed building with a nautical 
theme. Six handpumps serve beers 
brewed in the cellar and include 
bitter and golden ale, with seasonal 
and guest beers. You can eat pies 
and home-made scouse – a type 
of stew that gives locals their 
nickname. Cracke, 13 Rice Street 
has John Lennon associations 
and there are photos in one bar 

showing him outside the pub when 
he attended the local art college. 
The Crown Hotel at 43 Lime Street 
is seconds from the train station 
and offers Greene King IPA and 
several guest beers in a superb 
building with ornate plasterwork, 
wood panelling and an impressive 
ceiling dome. Don’t miss the 
Roscoe Head at 24 Roscoe Street, 
one of only half-a-dozen pubs 
to feature in every edition of the 
Good Beer Guide since 1974. If you 
have time, pop over to Birkenhead 
to Gallaghers Pub & Barbers, 20 
Chester Street: it’s run by two 
hairdressers who not only serve a 
fine range of beers but will also trim 
your barnet.

*Roger Protz edits the Good Beer 
Guide. Follow him on Twitter  
@RogerProtzBeer.

WHAT HAPPENED ON OUR LAST 
VISIT?
WEST Ham United were edged out 
1-0 by Everton on 1 March 2014, 
with on-loan Chelsea forward 
Romelu Lukaku netting the only 
goal nine minutes from the end. 
The Hammers produced a stubborn 
performance, with Steven Pienaar 
hitting a post and Adrian denying 
Steven Naismith. At the other end, 
Andy Carroll saw a goal disallowed 
for a foul as West Ham saw their 
four-match winning run ended.

HOW ARE THEY GETTING ON 
NOWADAYS?
EVERTON have been rather 
inconsistent so far this season, 
despite spending a club record 
£28m to make Lukaku’s move 
from Chelsea permanent and 
also bringing in Samuel Eto’o, 
Gareth Barry and Bosnia midfielder 
Muhamed Besic. The Toffees won 
just one of their opening six league 
matches and were knocked out of 
the Capital One Cup by Swansea 
City at the third-round stage. In the 
UEFA Europa League, Everton look 
well set to qualify from a tricky-
looking ground that also includes 
Lille and Wolfsburg.

>
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BACKGROUND

BIG MATCH DETAILS
WILL TRITTON
AGE: 8
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
MARK NOBLE

SHAY JOHNSON
AGE: 10
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ANDY CARROLL

KYLE WILLSON
AGE: 11
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
DIAFRA SAKHO

ALEXANDER STEWART
AGE: 8
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ENNER VALENCIA

JAMES HORMAN
AGE: 9
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
RICARDO VAZ TE

MATTHEW HUNTER
AGE: 10
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
MARK NOBLE

KAYAN VEKARIA
AGE: 9
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ENNER VALENCIA

LEWIS ANTELL
AGE: 6
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
STEWART DOWNING

CHARLIE BOWLER
AGE: 7
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ALEX SONG

MASON PERRY
AGE: 11
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
KEVIN NOLAN

REECE WARDLE
AGE: 9
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ANDY CARROLL

JOE PIPER
AGE: 6
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
ANDY CARROLL

DARCIE BRISTOW
AGE: 7
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
MARK NOBLE

ROBBIE CROWE
AGE: 12
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
MAURO ZARATE

AWAY MASCOT
MAX JEFFRIES
AGE: 9
FAVOURITE PLAYER: 
NATHAN BAKER

TODAY’S MASCOTS

*To add your child’s details 
to the Mascot waiting list, 

please email mascots@
westhamunited.co.uk or call 

0871 091 1811 (calls cost 10p/
min plus network extras)

STATISTICS
(2014/15 season – 

Barclays Premier 
League only)

Matches refereed: 7
Yellow cards shown: 26

Red cards shown: 4
Penalties awarded: 4

TODAY’S referee will be Jonathan 
Moss.

Born in the North East, the 44-year-
old played for Sunderland and Millwall 
as a schoolboy.

Moss won a football scholarship at 
Central Connecticut State University 
in the United States before completing 
a degree in teaching and physical 
education at the University of Leeds.

After progressing through the 
Northern Counties East League and 
Northern Premier League, Moss was 
promoted to the National Group of 
assistant referees in 2003.

He refereed the 2005 Conference 
Play-Off final between Carlisle United 

and Stevenage Borough before being 
promoted to the National Group of 
Referees who officiate in the Football 
League the same year.

After seeing his first Premier League 
appointment – Wigan Athletic 
versus today’s visitors Aston Villa – 
postponed due to snow in December 
2010, he made his top-flight debut 
in Blackpool’s home defeat by 
Birmingham City the following month.

He was promoted to the Select 
Group of referees in June 2011.

Moss will be assisted by 2014 FIFA 
World Cup assistant referee Mike 
Mullarkey and Derek Eaton, while the 
fourth official will be Mike Jones.

THE FIXTURES 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE

 
SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER

Burnley v Hull City (3pm)

Liverpool v Chelsea (12.45pm)

Queens Park Rangers v Manchester City (5.30pm)

Southampton v Leicester City (3pm)

Man United v Crystal Palace (3pm)

West Ham United v Aston Villa (3pm)

 
SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER

Sunderland v Everton (1.30pm)

Swansea City v Arsenal (4pm)

Tottenham Hotspur v Stoke City (1.30pm)

West Bromwich Albion v Newcastle United (1.30pm)
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STATISTICS 2014/15
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BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE TABLE 2014/15

Pos Team P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Chelsea 10 8 2 0 26 10 16 26

2 Southampton 10 7 1 2 21 5 16 22

3 Manchester City 10 6 2 2 20 10 10 20

4 Arsenal 10 4 5 1 18 11 7 17

5 West Ham United 10 5 2 3 19 14 5 17

6 Swansea City 10 4 3 3 13 10 3 15

7 Liverpool 10 4 2 4 13 13 0 14

8 Tottenham Hotspur 10 4 2 4 13 14 -1 14

9 Everton 10 3 4 3 19 17 2 13

10 Manchester United 10 3 4 3 16 14 2 13

11 West Bromwich Albion 10 3 4 3 13 13 0 13

12 Newcastle United 10 3 4 3 11 15 -4 13

13 Stoke City 10 3 3 4 10 12 -2 12

14 Hull City 10 2 5 3 13 14 -1 11

15 Sunderland 10 2 5 3 11 18 -7 11

16 Aston Villa 10 3 1 6 5 16 -11 10

17 Crystal Palace 10 2 3 5 14 19 -5 9

18 Leicester City 10 2 3 5 11 16 -5 9

19 Queens Park Rangers 10 2 1 7 9 20 -11 7

20 Burnley 10 0 4 6 5 19 -14 4

2014/15 season (sub appearances in brackets) West Ham United 
(inc sub appearances)

Career 
 (inc sub appearances)BPL FAC COC

Player Born Nat Former club Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals

2. Winston Reid 3/7/88, North Shore, Auckland, New Zealand NZ FC Midtjylland (Den) 10 - - - 1 - 115 6 197 9

3. Aaron Cresswell 15/12/89, Liverpool, England Eng Ipswich Town 10 - - - - - 10 - 228 13

4. Kevin Nolan 24/6/82, Liverpool, England Eng Newcastle United 1 (5) - - - - - 124 31 560 111

5. James Tomkins 29/3/89, Basildon, England Eng Derby County (loan) 6 (1) - - - - - 193 7 201 7

7. Matt Jarvis 22/5/86, Middlesbrough, England Eng Wolverhampton Wanderers 0 (1) - - - - - 69 6 366 43

8. Cheikhou Kouyate 21/12/89, Dakar, Senegal Sen RSC Anderlecht (Bel) 6 (1) - - - - - 7 - 252 9

9. Andy Carroll 6/1/89, Gateshead, England Eng Liverpool - - - - - - 40 9 201 54

10. Mauro Zarate 18/3/87, Haedo, Argentina Arg Velez Sarsfield (Arg) 4 1 - - 0 (1) - 5 1 324 94

11. Stewart Downing 22/7/84, Middlesbrough, England Eng Liverpool 10 2 - - 0 (1) - 48 3 462 45

12. Ricardo Vaz Te 1/10/86, Lisbon, Portugal Por Barnsley 3 - - - 1 - 60 19 179 37

13. Adrian 3/1/87, Seville, Spain Spa Real Betis Balompie (Spa) 10 - - - - - 36 - 130 -

14. Ravel Morrison+ 2/2/93, Wythenshawe, England Eng Queens Park Rangers (loan) 0 (1) - - - 1 - 25 5 79 14

15. Diafra Sakho 24/12/89, Guediawaye, Senegal Sen FC Metz (Fra) 6 (1) 6 - - 1 1 8 7 134 56

16. Mark Noble 8/5/87, Canning Town, England Eng Ipswich Town (loan) 8 1 - - 0 (1) - 297 34 315 35

17. Joey O’Brien 17/2/86, Dublin, Republic of Ireland Ire Bolton Wanderers 3 - - - - - 92 3 179 5

18. Carl Jenkinson 8/2/92, Harlow, England Eng Arsenal 4 (3) - - - - - 7 - 77 1

19. James Collins 23/8/83, Newport, Wales Wal Aston Villa 4 (1) - - - - - 125 5 320 17

20. Guy Demel 13/6/82, Orsay, France CIv Hamburger SV (Ger) 3 (1) - - - 1 - 80 1 366 15

21. Morgan Amalfitano 20/3/85, Nice, France Fra Olympique Marseille (Fra) 5 (2) 2 - - - - 7 2 358 24

21. Mohamed Diame* 14/6/87, Creteil, France Sen Wigan Athletic 0 (3) - - - 1 - 79 7 255 21

22. Jussi Jaaskelainen 19/4/75, Mikkeli, Finland Fin Bolton Wanderers - - - - 1 - 60 - 405 -

23. Diego Poyet 8/4/95, Zaragoza, Spain Eng Charlton Athletic 1 (1) - - - 1 - 3 - 26 -

24. Carlton Cole 12/10/83, Croydon, England Eng Chelsea 3 (4) 2 - - - - 270 67 365 84

30. Alex Song 9/9/87, Douala, Cameron Cam Barcelona (Spa) 6 (1) - - - - - 7 - 323 11

31. Enner Valencia 11/1/89, San Lorenzo, Ecuador Ecu Pachuca (Mex) 7 (2) 3 - - 1 - 10 3 149 44

32. Reece Burke 2/9/96, Newham,  England Eng None - - - - 1 - 2 - 2 -

33. Dan Potts 13/4/94, Barking, England Eng Portsmouth (loan) - - - - 1 - 13 - 24 -

WEST HAM UNITED SQUAD STATISTICS 2014/15
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Carl Jenkinson

(Correct up to Saturday 1 November 2014)
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DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION
If a player accumulates five cautions in first-team competitive matches between the opening day of the season and 31 December – including 
any first-team competitive matches played on that day – in the same season, he will be suspended automatically for a period covering one 
first-team match. If a player accumulates ten cautions in first-team competitive matches between the opening day of the season and the 
second Sunday of April in the same season, he will be suspended automatically for a period covering two first-team matches.

Yellow cards: Reid (4), Adrian, Cresswell, Kouyate, O’Brien, 
Song, Tomkins (2), Amalfitano, Collins, Jenkinson, Morrison, 
Sakho (1)  
Red cards: Collins (1)

Date Opposition Comp KO/Res Scorers Att Away Referee Pos Pts Starting XI           Substitutes

JULY

Sat 12 Stevenage PSM 2-2 Jarvis 84, Downing 90 3,811 1,394 Darren Deadman - - Adrian O’Brien Cresswell Reid Chambers Poyet Noble Nolan © Vaz Te Morrison McCallum All (46) unless stated: Jaaskelainen, Demel, Collins, Tomkins, Kouyate, Diame, Whitehead (Cullen 80), Jarvis, Downing, Lee

Wed 16 Ipswich Town PSM 0-0 - 8,976 1,920 Darren Deadman - - Jaaskelainen Demel Cresswell Collins Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Diame Jarvis Downing Cole All (46) unless stated: Adrian, O’Brien, Page, Reid, Chambers, Poyet, Cullen, Nolan, Vaz Te, Lletget, Zarate (McCallum 78)

Wed 23 Wellington Phoenix (in Auckland) FUT 1-2 Zarate 70 19,183 - Peter O’Leary - - Jaaskelainen Demel (68) Cresswell (78) Collins (68) Reid © Kouyate (60) Noble (71) z Nolan Jarvis (71) Diame (81) Cole (60) Downing (60), Zarate (60), O’Brien (68), Tomkins (68), Poyet (71), Vaz Te (71), Potts (78), Whitehead (81), Adrian, Howes

Sat 26 Sydney FC (in Wellington) FUT 1-3 Petkovic 51 (og) 30,968 - Nick Waldron - - Adrian (81) Demel (13) O’Brien (72) Collins Reid © Noble (68) Diame (68) Nolan Downing (81) Jarvis (59) Cole (46) Cresswell (13), Zarate (46), Vaz Te (59), Poyet (68), Whitehead (68), Potts (72), Fanimo (81), Howes (81), Jaaskelainen

AUGUST

Sat 2  Schalke 04 SC         0-0 (won 7-6 on pens) -  - Guido Winkmann - - Jaaskelainen O’Brien Potts z Collins Tomkins (46) Kouyate (54) Poyet Nolan © Downing (79) Fanimo (54) Cole (82) z Reid (46), Lletget (54), Diame (54), Vaz Te (79), Lee (82), Adrian, Cresswell, Jarvis, Zarate, Cullen, Noble, Jenkinson, Nasha, Whitehead, Burke

Sun 3 Malaga CF (in Gelsenkirchen) SC 0-2 - - - Arne Aarnink - - Adrian Jenkinson (61) Cresswell Burke Reid (78) Noble z © Whitehead Diame (46) Jarvis Vaz Te Zarate Cullen (46), Nasha (61), Potts (78), Jaaskelainen, Kouyate, Lletget, Downing, Lee, Poyet, Fanimo

Sat 9 SAMPDORIA MBC 3-2 Noble 45+1 (pen), Diame 77,  Burke 90 13,693 611 Robert Madley - - Adrian Tomkins Collins (76) Reid Downing Cresswell (31) Kouyate (57) Noble (85) Nolan © Zarate (46) Cole (76) Potts (31), Vaz Te (46), Diame (57), Lee (76), Burke (76), Poyet (85), Jaaskelainen, Cullen

Sat 16 TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR BPL 0-1 - 34,977 2,973 Chris Foy 18th 0 Adrian O’Brien (62) Cresswell Reid Collins z Kouyate z Noble Nolan © Downing Vaz Te (68) Cole (81) Demel (62) Diame (68) Valencia (81) Jaaskelainen Burke Poyet Zarate

Sat 23 Crystal Palace BPL 3-1 Zarate 31, Downing 34, Cole 62 24,242 2,882 Mark Clattenburg 8th 3 Adrian O’Brien z Cresswell Reid z Tomkins z Kouyate Noble © Downing (90) Vaz Te Zarate (83) Cole (68) Sakho (68) Poyet (83) Diame (90) Jaaskelainen Demel Morrison, Valencia

Tue 26 SHEFFIELD UNITED COC2           1-1 (4-5 pens, AET) Sakho 40 28,930 1,385 James Linington - - Jaaskelainen Demel Potts Reid © Burke Poyet Diame Morrison (98) z Vaz Te (79) Sakho (63) Valencia Downing (63) Zarate (79) Noble (98) Spiegel Oxford Page Lee

Sat 30 SOUTHAMPTON BPL 1-3 Noble 27 34,907 2,199 Mike Dean 11th 3 Adrian O’Brien z Cresswell z Reid Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Downing Zarate (57) Vaz Te (58) Cole (79) Morrison (57) Diame (58) Valencia (79) Jaaskelainen Demel Poyet Sakho 

SEPTEMBER

Mon 15 Hull City BPL 2-2 Valencia 50, Sakho 67 21,275 1,262 Mike Atkinson 13th 4 Adrian Demel (76) Cresswell Reid z Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Downing Zarate (62) Sakho (87) Valencia Song (62) Jenkinson (76) Amalfitano (87) Jaaskelainen Collins Vaz Te Cole  

Sat 20 LIVERPOOL BPL 3-1 Reid 2, Sakho 7, Amalfitano 88 34,977 3,016 Craig Pawson 8th 7 Adrian z Demel (61) Cresswell Reid z Tomkins Kouyate z Noble © Song (69) Downing Sakho Valencia (76) Jenkinson (61) z Amalfitano (69) Collins (76) Jaaskelainen Zarate Vaz Te Cole 

Sat 27 Manchester United BPL 1-2 Sakho 37 75,317 2,502 Lee Mason 13th 7 Adrian Demel (65) Cresswell Reid Tomkins Poyet (75) Song © z Amalfitano (61) Downing Sakho z Valencia Cole (61) Jenkinson (65) Nolan (75) Jaaskelainen Collins Vaz Te Zarate  

OCTOBER

Sun 5 QUEENS PARK RANGERS BPL 2-0 Onuoha 5 (og), Sakho 59 34,907 2,241 Anthony Taylor 7th 10 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell z Reid Tomkins z Song © Amalfitano Downing Zarate (76) Sakho Valencia (85) Nolan (76) Jarvis (85) Jaaskelainen Burke Cole Lee Poyet

Sat 18 Burnley BPL 3-1 Sakho 49, Valencia 54, Cole 70 18,936 2,945 Kevin Friend 4th 13 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid z Collins Song Noble © Amalfitano Downing Sakho Valencia (59) Cole (59) Nolan (83) Jaaskelainen Burke O’Brien Jarvis Vaz Te  

Sat 25 MANCHESTER CITY BPL 2-1 Amalfitano 21, Sakho 75 34,977 2,993 Martin Atkinson 4th 16 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid Collins Song z Noble © Amalfitano (67) z Downing Sakho (89) Valencia (76) Kouyate (67) Cole (76) Nolan (89) Jaaskelainen O’Brien Poyet Vaz Te  

NOVEMBER

Sat 1 Stoke City BPL 2-2 Valencia 60, Downing 73 27,174 2,917 Chris Foy 5th 17 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid (24) Collins z Song Noble © (68) Kouyate Amalfitano (46) Downing Valencia Tomkins (24) Cole (46) Nolan (68) Jaaskelainen O’Brien Jarvis Zarate 

Sat 8 ASTON VILLA BPL 3pm   

Sat 22 Everton BPL 3pm   

Sat 29 NEWCASTLE UNITED BPL 3pm  

DECEMBER

Tue 2 West Bromwich Albion BPL 8pm  

Sun 7 SWANSEA CITY BPL 1.30pm   

Sat 13  Sunderland BPL 3pm     

Sat 20  LEICESTER CITY BPL 3pm 
Fri 26 Chelsea BPL 12.45pm 

Sun 28 ARSENAL BPL 3pm   

JANUARY

Thu 1 WEST BROMWICH ALBION BPL 3pm   

Sat 3  Third round FAC  

Sat 10  Swansea City BPL 3pm   

Sat 17  HULL CITY BPL 3pm 
Sat 24  Fourth round FAC  

Sat 31 Liverpool BPL 3pm 

FEBRUARY

Sat 7  MANCHESTER UNITED BPL 3pm 

Tue 10  Southampton BPL 7.45pm   

Sat 14  Fifth round FAC  

Sat 21  Tottenham Hotspur BPL 3pm 

Sat 28  CRYSTAL PALACE BPL 3pm 

MARCH

Tue 3 CHELSEA BPL 7.45pm 
Sat 7 Sixth round FAC   

Sat 14 Arsenal BPL 3pm 

Sat 21 SUNDERLAND BPL 3pm 
APRIL

Sat 4 Leicester City BPL 3pm 

Sat 11 STOKE CITY BPL 3pm 
Sat 18 Manchester City BPL 3pm 

Sat 18 Semi-final FAC - 
Sat 25 Queens Park Rangers BPL 3pm 

MAY

Sat 2 BURNLEY BPL 3pm

Sat 9 Aston Villa BPL 3pm
Sat 16 EVERTON BPL 3pm

Sun 24 Newcastle United BPL 3pm

FIXTURES & RESULTS 2014/15
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Date Opposition Comp KO/Res Scorers Att Away Referee Pos Pts Starting XI           Substitutes

JULY

Sat 12 Stevenage PSM 2-2 Jarvis 84, Downing 90 3,811 1,394 Darren Deadman - - Adrian O’Brien Cresswell Reid Chambers Poyet Noble Nolan © Vaz Te Morrison McCallum All (46) unless stated: Jaaskelainen, Demel, Collins, Tomkins, Kouyate, Diame, Whitehead (Cullen 80), Jarvis, Downing, Lee

Wed 16 Ipswich Town PSM 0-0 - 8,976 1,920 Darren Deadman - - Jaaskelainen Demel Cresswell Collins Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Diame Jarvis Downing Cole All (46) unless stated: Adrian, O’Brien, Page, Reid, Chambers, Poyet, Cullen, Nolan, Vaz Te, Lletget, Zarate (McCallum 78)

Wed 23 Wellington Phoenix (in Auckland) FUT 1-2 Zarate 70 19,183 - Peter O’Leary - - Jaaskelainen Demel (68) Cresswell (78) Collins (68) Reid © Kouyate (60) Noble (71) z Nolan Jarvis (71) Diame (81) Cole (60) Downing (60), Zarate (60), O’Brien (68), Tomkins (68), Poyet (71), Vaz Te (71), Potts (78), Whitehead (81), Adrian, Howes

Sat 26 Sydney FC (in Wellington) FUT 1-3 Petkovic 51 (og) 30,968 - Nick Waldron - - Adrian (81) Demel (13) O’Brien (72) Collins Reid © Noble (68) Diame (68) Nolan Downing (81) Jarvis (59) Cole (46) Cresswell (13), Zarate (46), Vaz Te (59), Poyet (68), Whitehead (68), Potts (72), Fanimo (81), Howes (81), Jaaskelainen

AUGUST

Sat 2  Schalke 04 SC         0-0 (won 7-6 on pens) -  - Guido Winkmann - - Jaaskelainen O’Brien Potts z Collins Tomkins (46) Kouyate (54) Poyet Nolan © Downing (79) Fanimo (54) Cole (82) z Reid (46), Lletget (54), Diame (54), Vaz Te (79), Lee (82), Adrian, Cresswell, Jarvis, Zarate, Cullen, Noble, Jenkinson, Nasha, Whitehead, Burke

Sun 3 Malaga CF (in Gelsenkirchen) SC 0-2 - - - Arne Aarnink - - Adrian Jenkinson (61) Cresswell Burke Reid (78) Noble z © Whitehead Diame (46) Jarvis Vaz Te Zarate Cullen (46), Nasha (61), Potts (78), Jaaskelainen, Kouyate, Lletget, Downing, Lee, Poyet, Fanimo

Sat 9 SAMPDORIA MBC 3-2 Noble 45+1 (pen), Diame 77,  Burke 90 13,693 611 Robert Madley - - Adrian Tomkins Collins (76) Reid Downing Cresswell (31) Kouyate (57) Noble (85) Nolan © Zarate (46) Cole (76) Potts (31), Vaz Te (46), Diame (57), Lee (76), Burke (76), Poyet (85), Jaaskelainen, Cullen

Sat 16 TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR BPL 0-1 - 34,977 2,973 Chris Foy 18th 0 Adrian O’Brien (62) Cresswell Reid Collins z Kouyate z Noble Nolan © Downing Vaz Te (68) Cole (81) Demel (62) Diame (68) Valencia (81) Jaaskelainen Burke Poyet Zarate

Sat 23 Crystal Palace BPL 3-1 Zarate 31, Downing 34, Cole 62 24,242 2,882 Mark Clattenburg 8th 3 Adrian O’Brien z Cresswell Reid z Tomkins z Kouyate Noble © Downing (90) Vaz Te Zarate (83) Cole (68) Sakho (68) Poyet (83) Diame (90) Jaaskelainen Demel Morrison, Valencia

Tue 26 SHEFFIELD UNITED COC2           1-1 (4-5 pens, AET) Sakho 40 28,930 1,385 James Linington - - Jaaskelainen Demel Potts Reid © Burke Poyet Diame Morrison (98) z Vaz Te (79) Sakho (63) Valencia Downing (63) Zarate (79) Noble (98) Spiegel Oxford Page Lee

Sat 30 SOUTHAMPTON BPL 1-3 Noble 27 34,907 2,199 Mike Dean 11th 3 Adrian O’Brien z Cresswell z Reid Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Downing Zarate (57) Vaz Te (58) Cole (79) Morrison (57) Diame (58) Valencia (79) Jaaskelainen Demel Poyet Sakho 

SEPTEMBER

Mon 15 Hull City BPL 2-2 Valencia 50, Sakho 67 21,275 1,262 Mike Atkinson 13th 4 Adrian Demel (76) Cresswell Reid z Tomkins Kouyate Noble © Downing Zarate (62) Sakho (87) Valencia Song (62) Jenkinson (76) Amalfitano (87) Jaaskelainen Collins Vaz Te Cole  

Sat 20 LIVERPOOL BPL 3-1 Reid 2, Sakho 7, Amalfitano 88 34,977 3,016 Craig Pawson 8th 7 Adrian z Demel (61) Cresswell Reid z Tomkins Kouyate z Noble © Song (69) Downing Sakho Valencia (76) Jenkinson (61) z Amalfitano (69) Collins (76) Jaaskelainen Zarate Vaz Te Cole 

Sat 27 Manchester United BPL 1-2 Sakho 37 75,317 2,502 Lee Mason 13th 7 Adrian Demel (65) Cresswell Reid Tomkins Poyet (75) Song © z Amalfitano (61) Downing Sakho z Valencia Cole (61) Jenkinson (65) Nolan (75) Jaaskelainen Collins Vaz Te Zarate  

OCTOBER

Sun 5 QUEENS PARK RANGERS BPL 2-0 Onuoha 5 (og), Sakho 59 34,907 2,241 Anthony Taylor 7th 10 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell z Reid Tomkins z Song © Amalfitano Downing Zarate (76) Sakho Valencia (85) Nolan (76) Jarvis (85) Jaaskelainen Burke Cole Lee Poyet

Sat 18 Burnley BPL 3-1 Sakho 49, Valencia 54, Cole 70 18,936 2,945 Kevin Friend 4th 13 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid z Collins Song Noble © Amalfitano Downing Sakho Valencia (59) Cole (59) Nolan (83) Jaaskelainen Burke O’Brien Jarvis Vaz Te  

Sat 25 MANCHESTER CITY BPL 2-1 Amalfitano 21, Sakho 75 34,977 2,993 Martin Atkinson 4th 16 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid Collins Song z Noble © Amalfitano (67) z Downing Sakho (89) Valencia (76) Kouyate (67) Cole (76) Nolan (89) Jaaskelainen O’Brien Poyet Vaz Te  

NOVEMBER

Sat 1 Stoke City BPL 2-2 Valencia 60, Downing 73 27,174 2,917 Chris Foy 5th 17 Adrian Jenkinson Cresswell Reid (24) Collins z Song Noble © (68) Kouyate Amalfitano (46) Downing Valencia Tomkins (24) Cole (46) Nolan (68) Jaaskelainen O’Brien Jarvis Zarate 

Sat 8 ASTON VILLA BPL 3pm   

Sat 22 Everton BPL 3pm   

Sat 29 NEWCASTLE UNITED BPL 3pm  

DECEMBER

Tue 2 West Bromwich Albion BPL 8pm  

Sun 7 SWANSEA CITY BPL 1.30pm   

Sat 13  Sunderland BPL 3pm     

Sat 20  LEICESTER CITY BPL 3pm 
Fri 26 Chelsea BPL 12.45pm 

Sun 28 ARSENAL BPL 3pm   

JANUARY

Thu 1 WEST BROMWICH ALBION BPL 3pm   

Sat 3  Third round FAC  

Sat 10  Swansea City BPL 3pm   

Sat 17  HULL CITY BPL 3pm 
Sat 24  Fourth round FAC  

Sat 31 Liverpool BPL 3pm 

FEBRUARY

Sat 7  MANCHESTER UNITED BPL 3pm 

Tue 10  Southampton BPL 7.45pm   

Sat 14  Fifth round FAC  

Sat 21  Tottenham Hotspur BPL 3pm 

Sat 28  CRYSTAL PALACE BPL 3pm 

MARCH

Tue 3 CHELSEA BPL 7.45pm 
Sat 7 Sixth round FAC   

Sat 14 Arsenal BPL 3pm 

Sat 21 SUNDERLAND BPL 3pm 
APRIL

Sat 4 Leicester City BPL 3pm 

Sat 11 STOKE CITY BPL 3pm 
Sat 18 Manchester City BPL 3pm 

Sat 18 Semi-final FAC - 
Sat 25 Queens Park Rangers BPL 3pm 

MAY

Sat 2 BURNLEY BPL 3pm

Sat 9 Aston Villa BPL 3pm
Sat 16 EVERTON BPL 3pm

Sun 24 Newcastle United BPL 3pm

BPL = BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
COC = CAPITAL ONE CUP 
FAC = FA CUP
HOME MATCHES IN CLARET

z = YELLOW CARD
z = RED CARD
+ = OWN-GOAL

UNUSED SUBSTITUE
FIRST SUBSTITUTE 
SECOND SUBSTITUTE
THIRD SUBSTITUTE

PSM = PRE-SEASON MATCH 
FUT = FOOTBALL UNITED TOUR 
SC= SCHALKE 04 CUP 
MBC= MARATHONBET CUP

KEY



LLetter – what is the strangest 
piece of fan mail you have 
received?

I don’t know if it was fan mail or a bit 
of a threat, because I was pulling out 
of Wales squads a fair bit because 
I was injured, and one of the fans 
wasn’t too happy and voiced his 
anger at me. That was a peculiar one.

IInternational – tell us about your first 
international cap.
We played Norway away and I was 

just 20. I played centre-back alongside 
Danny Gabiddon and we drew 0-0. It 
was a great experience being so young, 
being in the Cardiff first team and Mark 
Hughes giving me my international 
debut that early at that age. It was a 
great moment in my career.

NNuisance – who’s your 
roommate and what annoys you 
about him?

Stewart Downing was my roommate 
in pre-season and he’s such a good 
lad that I can’t say there’s anything 
that annoys me about him. He made 
me tea in the morning and ran my 
baths, so I can’t complain!

SStaff – who is the most invaluable 
member of staff at a football club?
It has to be the manager. He picks 

the team and makes the big decisions. 
All the pressure falls on his shoulders so 
I’ll have to go for the gaffer.
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THE NAME GAME

THE
NAME
GAME

DEFENDER JAMES 
COLLINS ANSWERS A 

SELECTION OF QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO THE LETTERS 

OF HIS FAMOUS NAME

JJukebox – what would you 
put on?
It’s one of two. It’s either The 

Verve and Lucky Man, or Damien 
Rice’s Coconut Skins. I can’t pick 
between them. A couple of years ago 
it would have been The Verve, but now 
I’m leaning towards Coconut Skins.

AAngry – what makes you angry?
Everything! Can I say that? Not 
performing as well as I’d want to, or 

not being able to play when I’m injured.

MMemento – what is the most 
prized item you have collected 
from your time in football?

It’s either my West Ham shirt I made 
my debut in against Liverpool at 
Anfield, or any of my Wales caps. I’ve 
got 47, so any of those.

EEat – are you a good cook and if 
so what is your signature dish?
Fajitas, that’s about all I cook at 

home so it would have to be that.

SSpectator – what was the last 
sporting event you paid to watch?
The Ryder Cup when it was 

down in Wales in 2010. I think it must 
be that – I love golf and it was in 
Newport [at The Celtic Manor Resort], 
where I’m from, so it was a good 
event for the town and for me as a 
Newport lad.

CCheese – what’s your  
favourite cheese?
What a question that is! 

Camembert, warmed in the oven with 
a bit of bread. Winner.

OOscar – what’s your  
favourite film?
It’s hard to give you one. Man 

on Fire or Anchorman. Two different 
films, but they’re both up there.

LLondon – what’s your favourite 
thing about London?
Just the busyness of it. Coming 

from South Wales, where it’s quite 
quiet, you can compare it to London, 
where you can go out for dinners at 
different restaurants or do anything 
on any day of the week. The buzz 
around London is what I love about it 
the most.
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THE NEXT HOME MATCH
WEST HAM UNITED  
V NEWCASTLE UNITED
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE
SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2014, 
3PM

THE OFFICIALS
REFEREE 
JONATHAN MOSS

ASSISTANT REFEREES
MIKE MULLARKEY
DEREK EATON

FOURTH OFFICIAL
MIKE JONES

ATTENDANCE:                     
RESULT:                    
MAN OF THE MATCH:

Scan this QR Code with your 
smartphone to access whufc.com!

• 1 GK BRAD GUZAN

• 2 CB NATHAN BAKER

• 4 CB RON VLAAR

• 5 CB JORES OKORE

• 6 CB CIARAN CLARK

• 7 FB LEANDRO BACUNA

• 8 M TOM CLEVERLEY

• 10 W ANDREAS WEIMANN

• 11 F GABRIEL AGBONLAHOR

• 12 M JOE COLE

• 14 CB PHILIPPE SENDEROS

• 15 M ASHLEY WESTWOOD

• 16 M FABIAN DELPH

• 18 W KIERAN RICHARDSON

• 19 F DARREN BENT

• 20 F CHRISTIAN BENTEKE

• 21 FB ALAN HUTTON

• 23 FB ALY CISSOKHO

• 24 M CARLOS SANCHEZ

• 27 F LIBOR KOZAK

• 28 W CHARLES N’ZOGBIA

• 31 GK SHAY GIVEN

• 34 FB MATT LOWTON

• 35 FB ENDA STEVENS

• 38 F GRAHAM BURKE

• 39 GK BENJAMIN SIEGRIST

• 40 M JACK GREALISH

ADRIAN

JENKINSON

COLLINS REID

CRESSWELL

SONGNOBLE

KOUYATE 
DOWNING AMALFITANO

VALENCIA

THE PREVIOUS LEAGUE MATCH
STOKE CITY 
V WEST HAM UNITED

THE PREVIOUS LEAGUE MATCH
ASTON VILLA 
V TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR

GUZAN

LOWTON
VLAAR CLARK

CISSOKHO

BENTEKEWEIMANN

CLEVERLEYSANCHEZ
WESTWOOD

N’ZOGBIA

WEST HAM UNITED
MANAGER: SAM ALLARDYCE
CLARET AND SKY BLUE SHIRTS,  
SKY BLUE SHORTS, CLARET SOCKS

• 2 CB WINSTON REID

• 3 FB AARON CRESSWELL

• 4 M KEVIN NOLAN

• 5 CB JAMES TOMKINS

• 7 W MATT JARVIS

• 8 M CHEIKHOU KOUYATE

• 9 F ANDY CARROLL

• 10 F MAURO ZARATE

• 11 W STEWART DOWNING

• 12 F RICARDO VAZ TE

• 13 GK ADRIAN

• 15 F DIAFRA SAKHO

• 16 M MARK NOBLE

• 17 FB JOEY O’BRIEN

• 18 FB CARL JENKINSON

• 19 CB JAMES COLLINS

• 20 FB GUY DEMEL

• 21 W MORGAN AMALFITANO

• 22 GK JUSSI JAASKELAINEN

• 23 M DIEGO POYET

• 24 F CARLTON COLE

• 30 M ALEX SONG

• 31 F ENNER VALENCIA

Scan this QR code 45 minutes before 
kick-off to view today’s teamsheet

PRINCIPAL PARTNER TECHNICAL PARTNER

ASTON VILLA
MANAGER: PAUL LAMBERT
WHITE SHIRTS, CLARET SHORTS,  
WHITE SOCKS

MATCHBALL SPONSOR


